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OSS1ON, a - 4 
he SHALL WE HAVE PEACE OR WAR? ly” to belong to the U. States, any more through the Constitution to forbid, there no instruction, no recom 
hm process of a compromise, than through the process of mendation of congress or of any other alithority 
vote of Just as our last number was deposited in the post arbitration—believing that it cannot be the process, | under Heaven can authorize him to go. He alone 
NZregs office, the magnetic telegraph brought information | but that it is the parting with territory so claimed,| has the power, and the responsibilily is his, of initia- 
thirty. that the president had communicated to the house of|}that he deems to he “unconstitutional,”—we are | ting all treaties whatever. After he has negotiated 
representatives the correspondence, called for by brought to the conclusion, of course, that no com- | and concluded a treaty, and not till then, is it submite 
trict ~ both houses, which had taken place with the British promise of any part of the Oregon territory can be ited to the senate for their ratification or rejection. 
ngress, authorities since the annual message was delivered constitutional, according to the president’s present| Hence we conclude, that whatever the disposition 
ce.” to congress. views of the constitution. Having been claimed a- of congress may be, their influence cannot control 
ational The tenor of that correspondence had the imine- a part of the republic, no constitutional power ex- the president to propose what he conscientiously be- 
cret at diate effect of increasing the apprehension of a war, ists by which it can now be relinquished. This we lieves to be uncenstitutionek: 
mpurier with England. The differences, it was admitted on| verily believe to be the president’s meaning in this; It should not be forgotten either, that if congress 
his go- gl] hands, were assuming a graver aspect, and by objection. in its legi-lative capacity, were to undertake to in- 
night of this correspondence, arbitration, the expedient relied We presume that this objection has been the re | struct the president in relation to his duties in an 
the af. upon by many as likely at last to be effective in ad- | sult of after-thought;—that mature consideration has | given negotiation, and the president were disposed rl 
ent the justing those difficulties, was now rejected, and re-| brought the president’s mind to conclusions as to this! submit the executive to the legislative authority in 
Bane iected in such terms as to preclude any further at-| constitutional difficulty, which bad. not occurred to} the premises, and, for instance, waiving the constitu- 
iiréced tempts in that direction. It was first rejected upon | hin when he made the overture to Mr. Pakenham | tional difficulties in relation to transferring tervitory 
we aside the ground that it might imply that Great Britain! to divide the territory upon the forty-ninth pa- belonging to the Union, he was to conclude a treaty 
\. evitic- had a right to some part of the territory of Oregon— rallel. Reap. _ | to-morrow, giving to England the territory north of 
Oo many which the president is now no longer willing to I he object we have in view in considering this | the 49th degree, in virtue of such legislative instruc- 
ry. and admit. It was rejected in the second instance, when | point here, is to arrive if we can, at some conclu: | tions, there would yet remain the difficulty of ob- 
efatiga. submitted not for a part, but the “whole of Oregon, | sion as to the probabitities of an amicable adjist-|taining a vote of two-thirds of the United States 
F which or none”—and this rejection was accompanied with| ment of this vexed question, on the one hand, or! senate to the confirmation of any such treaty. 
«ie tual a foreclosure of all further propositions for arbitration of an impending war on the other—issues too mo- | Indeed, from present appearances, it is quite pro- 
hte in any form, by a declaration ‘that the president mentous to justify silence whereever a thought if bable, that ay treaty whatever, excepting one of 
jects of deemed it unconstitutional to arbitrate in relation to timely expressed, might be useful, — | unconditional relinquishment of the whole of Oregon, 
Bh,” an- territory claimed by the United States. So there is} The case according to our impressions stands thus: | would be found in the predicament of the ninth con- 
peace is anend absolute, of all idea of arbitration. Great Britain has three several times within the last gressional district of Massachusetts, endeavoring, in 
» a COM This constitutional difficulty on the mind of the| fourteen months, proposed to arbitrate this dispute. | vain, to obtain the requistie majority. 
utat no president would seem to have heen the result of after The United States replies to the first proposition, But to all the difficulties that seem to surround 
aber the refleetion. We presume it could hardly have operated | that she hopes to settle the dispute by negotiations, the case on every hand, amidst the clouds that ap- 
rance. at the period that he rejected the proposition made| then pending, and therefore declines the proposition. pear to be gathering gloom over head every hour, 
ed from by Mr. Pakenham on the 27th December last, to The president subsequently informs congress in| there are cheering rays of hope held up here and 
Mexico. arbitrate the Oregon difficulty, as no such objection | his annual message, that all efforts to adjust the there. Orators upon the floor of congress, who 
zee ship was hinted at in the reply to that proposition, and if it difficulty by negotiation had so conclusively failed | must be presumed to be familiar with the Opinions and 
t for the then existed it is hardly to be presumed that so in-| that he now appealed to the legisiature for ulterior | views of the cabinet, continue to utter the most con- 
BB erry surmountable a difficulty would not have been re-| Measures. — ne fident assurances that peace will be maintained.— 
ue snd ferred to. Certain it is that no such difficulty existed The British minister thereupon, deeming that the ' The president and his secretary utter the same lan- 
a ty in the mind of president Tyler, or Mr. Calhoun, | contingency had now occurred in which a resort to | guage in their correspondence. They do more, they 
n of the when the British mini-ter proposed to the latter to| arbitration was presumed to be admissible, accord-/ prove by their not, up to this time, making one sin- 
refer this same dispute to arbitration—(see his letter | ing to the tenor of Mr. Calhoun's rep!y—repeats his | gle recoumendation to congress to prepare for the 
W. Mor: to that effect, dated January 15, 1845, and Mr. Cal-| proposal to submit the case to arbitration. contingency of 9 war,—they prove, beyond ques- 
le Verde houn’s reply, dated January 21, 1845, page 265 of| The president declines the proposition on the, tion, that they do not believe that a war is likely to 
cers and this volume of the Reatsrer,) in which instead of | ground that it might imply that the British govern-; ensue. Itis out of the question to suppose that they 
n, before rejecting the idea of arbitration, as in case of deem-| ment had some righ! to some portion of Oregon, | apprehend a war, else they would be utterly inex- 
Bite, ing it unconstitutional he undoubtedly would have but which he now is not willing to admit in any | cusable for this. . 
done, he declines it because ‘the, (the president), | form, deeming, we presume that we are entitled to, The public journ»ls too meluding the organ of the 
and that continues to entertain the hope that the question | “ALL - NOME.” . | peturne nt. the Union, Se ee confidently to 
this city may be settled by the negotiation now pending be-| The British minister now renews the offer accord- | predict, that the cour-e ‘he Presivtent has r commended 
r the na- tween the two countries; and that he is of the opinion | ingly—to submit the claims of the two countries “to | re 1s pursuing, will result peaceably and honor.bly,— 
urse, Cs itwould be unadvisable to entertain a proposal to all or none,” to arbitration. A non “— er ae these ssourencee with — 
resort to any other mode, so long as there is hope| The president to this objects—on several grounds | boll ty ay iy e is af'the ed and sound the soesin 
ce of the of arriving at a satisfactory settlement by negotia-|—but the most emphatic,—and an insurmountable | 2O'1Y Tor Ine tmends ul the administration to prepare 
and St. } ially ivht rr: bjection with him now is, that it is unconstitutional. | f° W*" Yet, to this day, not one measure hs been res 
Gamers lion, and especially tu one which might rather nd bs, 9 ~ ig nig’ | commended to congress by the executive, looking to a 
mer Mis- lard. than expedite tts final adjustment.” _ This, Cy iudea voring to ameen ns hat it fs that the wine preparati'n for war. No responsibility whatever is 
is true, does not say that arbitration is constitutional, | dent deems unconstitutional, wd conclude that IC) assumed by the cabinet in that direction. The first 
ed States, but it unquestionably implies that if negotiation fail: | must he. the parting with any territory claimed by the | requisite to such a preparation would of course be, to 
probably td,itthen might be resorted to. Arbitration was United States. look out for tunds wherewith to make prep*rations for 


s ordered 
who 1s [0 


resorted to, though unavailingly, in the case of the 
horth-eastern boundary—no one then, we believe, 


And this brings us to the result, that no treaty can! 4 serious conflict; some fi'ty millions of dolls would 


now be concluded, in which any part of the territo- |). wanting forthwith for preparations and munitions, 


nd of the objecting to its coustitutionality. We should think | ry which the president deems “clearly and indisput- | t» substitute for the duties derived from imports where. 
ind about hardly possible that this constitutional difficulty | ably” belonging to the U. States, is to be ceded to a| with to meet current expenses of government as well 
‘iit otip could have occurred to the mind of president Polk | foreign power. A ~ the hat he a 9 expenses, — a state of war. 
f Mexico, prior to his offerto compromise the Oregon difficulty That the executive has arrived at the determina- “* pres 2 ‘ re peer ed awed bs ae he, 
the sloops fm) dividing the territory by the 49th parallel. It is| tion to have the whole of Oregon, or to fight for it, |S") Ae nwlay alia Pree lifer ry mu - 
2? each. hardly possible to imagine that it is the process of| is maintained by members in both houses of congress, | YOU" Voudt been Oceujned in a very callerent emectons 


92, are 00 


abitration, which the president considers unconstitu- 


and by the public journals attached to the adminis- 


one that we can oly scvount for his o: eupying himself 





deter ; : , 0 soabsorbingly in, that it must in some wa long toth 
crease the ional. Arbitration is merely one process by which| tration, in such distinct terms, as would seem to pee ede the peveldas. suited gpa Vea = 
. . . ® ) . ’ pp se 
and men. the provisions of a treaty shall be ascertained—com | leave no room to doubt on the subject. Numerous maust have in view, > Isenw bie on’ laatiicient’ 40° the 
etn’ promise is another proces for a similar end. Whe- quotations in proof of this would be inserted here if condition of the country for meeting an immediate con. 
00 men her the end is reached by arbitration, by compro-| we had room for them. ’ flict with, t) us, the most powerful country on earth. 
; hise, or by any other process, it must be reached by| Such being the views of the executive, so faras! So far as to the Executive. 
TREATY STIPULATIONS. Arbitration 1s just as much| we are able to judge from the various sources to; The very exciting debate which has been going on in 
probably ématier of treaty as any compromise that can be| which we have to look for light upon this point, and | the house of representatives until it wore out the pa- 
nets, eb proposed. It is by virtue of a treaty which refers a}such the constitutional barrier which the president | tience of the public as well as of the members, on the 
va raped Question to arbitration that the award is of any|now deems to he insurmountable, we seem to be resolution to give notice, to Great Britsin, of the ter- 
fis aeder avail whatever. The award is to all intents and| bound hand and foot, to the conclusion, that Great} mination of the joint oceupsney of Or gon, it will be 
od Wy his purposes @ part of such treaty. just as much as any| Britain must relinqush the whole of Oregon, or war | seen by our congr. ssionai repowt, was brought - . _ 
sTREA— tclion of a treaty which would designate the 49ih/| mu t ensue. arr ve on oe Sa Phe stair fe the 
t of select or 54° or any other parallel as the line of division. If it be objected, that congress can express a dif- | resosutions passed, depriv st sem: BECHER any un- 
hi : ' friendly chs acter, Such a no'ce ought not, aud we 
n, Asti@as us must be too obvious to admit of question [1 is| ferent opinion, we reply, that congress cannot and motets -edi-nat. sive. the akathemmeduene. 11anene 
enus, dis hol then, we presume, the process—at bitration, that| should not attempt to control the president in relation | ! ng tng alt ied f A ‘ 5 S alcetmenast ‘and aaah 
11S th 1s . ttuiti ; higk ti ti sich as is provided for by the existingtrealy, g 
makes € president deems to be unconstitutional, but the! to the exercise of the high executive prerogatives, 


have been resorted to by eith r party whenever deemed 
expedient. Indeed it has been more thn insinua'ed 
upon the floor of the United Sta'es senate, that some of 
the aséerics in the correspontence communicated by 
the presden', represent an assurance on the part of the 
British g vernment that such « notification would now 
be acceptable to the British governthent. 


; distance 
- therefore 
itly to be 
{ upon our 
pon the ti" 
yobeen 


Parting with any territory that is claimed by the United 
lales, which constitutes the jit of his objection. 
Having arrived at the conclusion that it is impos- 


of forming treaties. If there be any one EMINENT 

executive power entrusted, by our system of govern- 

; ment, to the president of the United States, itis the 

ible that the president could consider himseli con-| power (and duty) of treating with foreign govern 

Milutionally authorised to concede toa foreign power,| ments. In the exercise of that power he is of course 

letritory which he believed ‘clearly and indisputab- to look to the eonstitution, and where he deems the 
Vol. XiX—Sig. 24. 
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The janguage of the resolution as passed by the 
house of representatives, differed essentially from 
what was proposed by the committee on foreign 
relations, or what would have best suited the 
views of the administration. It was the resolution 

roposed by Mr. Scuencx,—a whig member from 

hio,—that superceded all the other numerous ver- 
sions which were before the committee of the whole. 
It was his resolution that was adopted and reported 
by that committee and which was afterwards slightly 
modified in the house, by adopting a resolution in 
language to the same effect proposed by Mr. Boyp. 
As thus finally passed, the resolution distinctly signi- 
fies that negotiations ought to be resumed, and in 
that respect it is at issue with the recommendations 
of the president’s message. 

On substituting Mr. Scnencx’s resolution for s}} 
others before the committee of the whole the vote 
was very close—ayes 101, nays 99. The result oc- 
casioned much confusion on the foor amongst the 
friends of the administration. They endeavored to 
get the vote reversed, but a second count showed 
that it could not be effected. The question being in 
committee of the whole, yeas and nays could not be 
called, to show names. In the form which the reso- 
lutions finally passed the house, the yeas and nays 
will be found under the congressional head. ‘The 
whig members were asneta divided 37 voting for, 
and 37 against the notice. The ‘native’ vote was 5 
for, and 1 against. The loco vote, 121 for, and 16 
against the notice. 

It is not the notice that joint occupancy—or, as Mr. 
Apams’ will have it, joint non-oceupancy, must erase, 
that constitutes the bone of content:on,—-any more than 
that arditration constilutes the git of the presid+ni’s 
constitutional difficulty. Both are mere incidents, Vhe 
difficulty iu this case is,— What next? Wo suatt “oc- 
cuPr”??—-that is the question.- Whether the United 
States is to have ‘aL, 07 NONE’’?--comes up to be de- 
cided, and no blinking. There lays the Giove. 

The question in all its wide and solemn ram fications, 
is now before the United States sen-te. The h:lis— 
the gallery—every avenue leading toth«tarena, is daily 
crammed with disfinguished listeners of both sexes 
eager to catch each sentence that is uttered or 'o detect 
any spark that is ] kely to illuminate the public mind as 
to the eventful issue. 





THE ANTI-PROTECTIVE TARIFF BILL, 
Which the secretary of the treasury has been busily 
engaged in framing for the consideration of congress, 
in consultation, we have reason to suppose, with the 
cabinet, with the committees of congress who have 
that subject in charge, with the custom house gen- 
tlemen who had been summoned to attend at Wash- 
ington from several of the principal cities—and pro- 
bably, with others not less influential authorities or 
persons, it is understood, is now prepared, and will 
forthwith be reported, and succeed the Oregon de- 
bate, in the house of representatives. The project 
has no doubt been forwarded by the pilot boat which 
sailed on Monday last, for Liverpool. 

The provisions of this bil}, so far as we have been 
able to ascertain, embrace seven schedules, viz: 

Schedule A.—Articles on which a duty of 75 per cent 
is to be imposed—embracing spirits, liquors, cordi- 
als, &c. . 

B.— Articles which shall poy 30 per cent—embracing 
all manufactures of iron, leather, fruit, (except lem- 
ons and oranges,) molasses, ready made clothing, 
wines, glass ware, porcelain, spices, manufactures 
of tobacco, wood, paper, carpets, &c. 

C.—.Articles paying 25 per cent—comprising manu- 
factures of wool, of silk, mowair, hemp and flax, of 
buttons, &c. 

D.—Articles paying 20 per cent—manufactures of 
cotton, plain and prizted woollen manufactures; 


drugs, medicines, dye woods, olive oil in casks, pa-| 


per, books, cotton bagging, common carpets, &c. 

E.— Articles to pay 10 per cent-——watches and parts 
thereof, diamonds, and precious stones, jewelry, un- 
manufactured articles generally, salt petre, ground 
plaster of paris, linseed, &c. 

F.—.frticles to pay 5 per cent—articles most of 
which are now free of duty used in manufactures, 
gunny cloth, &c. 

G.—Articles free from duly—tea, coffee, salt, &c. 

All bounties on fish or fishing vessels and on re- 
fined sugars are abrogated, and also all drawbacks 
on rum made from molasses. 

It is stated that Mr. Walker and his assistants ca!- 
cUlate that such a tariff as they have framed will 
yield a revenue of about $22,000,000. 

Tre tTakirr.—The Washington correspondent of 
the Baltimore American writes on the 11th inst. 

“The rumors are becoming so current that the 
Oregon question is to be coupled with the tariff, and 
the latter sacrificed to the former, that 1 do not feel 
at Jiberty longer to remain silent upon a subject so 


mind upon the two questions. The secretary of the 
treasury, too, is about sending in his plan for a new 
law, and there are many indications which show the 
following facts: 

That a tariff will be repor‘ed with a 20 per cent bas's, 
in which will be included #1] Cotton goods, Hemp, &c., 
but which will embrace exceptions in favor of Coal, 1. 
ron, Sugar, Molassses, and resdy made Clothing; these 
articles to bear a du'y of 30 per cent. Woollens, coarse 
and fine, ard worsted, will pay a duty of 25 per cent., 
and Shawls a duty of 75 per cent. 

This tariff, 1 »m wel] assured, will prove so satis‘acto- 
ry to the British Government that if it hecomesa law, 
there will be no d fficulty in the way of a compromise 
of the Or gon question, upon the basis of the 49:h de 
gree of north latitude, The bargain, ina word. is in 
contemplation, by which the tariff will be sacrificed, and 
the Oregon question settled, Peace may be the fruits of 
this bargain, but it will be an infamous pezee,” 


Toriff of 1842. The N. Y. Journal of Commerce says: 

“Notwithstanding the “untowsrd” aspeet of the dip- 
lomati¢c ecrrespondence which we published this morn- 
ing, and the passage of the Oregon resolutions in the 
house, we learn from good sources that there are indi- 
caticns of sn approach towsrds an adjustment of the 
controversy. ‘The amount of it is, that at the solicita- 
tion of dis'inguished men (not of the Cabinet) «t Wesh- 
ington, Mr. Pukenham has sought permission from his 
government to offer lat. 49 as the boundary, with some 
slight variations, and that the same persons have urged 
the President to accept, and that he has given encour- 
agement that he will do so. Whether this 1s exsetly co 
or not, ecrtainm it is that there isa tone of cheerfulness 
among the best informed persons »t Washington, within 
the last day or two, which could hardly cxis' were there 
not circumstances of enconragement more favorable than 
any thing that appears on the face of the published eor- 
respondence. ” 

The New York Gazette, says: ‘There eon be litile 
doubt now, we pr. sume, as to the object for which the 
pi'ot-boat was «hartered—to carry out the late corre. 
spondence, and to return, if possible, betore the steam. 
er ¢f the 4th of March, or, at all events, to enable the 
English Government to send further instructions to Mr. 
Pakenham by that steamer. The opinion has been haz. 
arded, not hghtiy. that other communications, in eddi- 
tion to those which have been made public, have gone 
out by this schooner, and though the prospects of un a- 
micable settlement—judging from what Mr. Polk has 
allowed us to see—are certal: ly not vers flaitering, we 
will, nevertheless, venture the predic.ion that such a 
settlement will be arranged, though in a form and by 
means different from anything that have yet been pro. 
posed. ‘Time will show the value of the prophecy.” 

The Washington correspondent of the New York 
Tribune, says:—**That it will not be long till a treaty is 
before the senate making the forty-nivith parallel the 
boundary. ‘This treaty,” «dds the letter, ‘to be accom. 





Man to England, for her condescension in taking five 
degrees of Territory that clearly and unquestionably 
b-long to us.” : 
The Baltimore .imerican, of yesterday, says: The 
rumor is acquiring additional strength every day 
(hat a compromise treaty is to be arranged between 
the United States and Great Britain by which the 
Oregon question is to be settled by the sacrifice of 
our tariff. We do not pretend to vouch for the cor 
rectness of these reports; we do not even form Opi- 
nion as to the degree of truth in them, or whether 
they have any truth at all. But they are alluded to 


purport seems to be required. 

“If the administration entertains any such purpose 
as this, it has gone beyond the point at which any 
design of the sort might have been practicable. The 
Oregon question has assumed a definite shape of its 
own; it 18 now too late to mix it up with any other 








important. The free trade members of congress 
have suddenly taken a more satisfactory turn of 


question.” 

PENNSYLVANIA ON THE TARIFF. The resolution 
which passed the senate of Pennsylvania by a unan- 
imous vole, requesting the representatives and sena- 
tors of that state in congress, ‘to oppose all attempts 
to alter or modify the tariff act of 1842,” passed the 
house of representatives on the 7ih inst. by a vote 
of 79 ayes, to 13 nays. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 














EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senale. 
Elias Rector, to be marshal of the United States 


for the district of Arkansas, in the pl 
M. Rector, removed. , © place of Henry 


so often in the newspapers that some notice of their | 


pavied by a Commercial Arrangement by which we are | 
'o sacrifice the intereats of the Mechanic and Working | 


September 12, 1845, vice Higgins, deceased. 
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Promotions and appointments in the army— Promotio, 

First regiment of drogoons. First lieut. Willi, 
Eustis, to be captain, March 17, 1845, vice Terre 
deceased. 

Second lieutenant Andrew J. Smith, to be § 
lieutenant March 4, 1845, vice Schaumburg, whog 
appoinlment ceased on that dav. 

Secoud lieutenant James H. Carleton, to be fi 
lieutenant March 17, 1845, vice Eustis, promoted, 

Second lieutenant Richard S. Ewell, to be § 
lieut. September 18, 1845, vice MeCrate, decease 

Brevet second lieut. Thos. C. Hammond, to | 
second lieut. March 4, 1845, vice Smith, promote; 

Brevet second Jicutenant Rufus Ingalls, of 1 
second regiment of dragoons, to be second lieuteng 
March 17, 1845, vice Carleton, promoied. 

Brevet Second lieutenant Cave J. Couts, of 4 
second regiment of dragoons, to be second lieuteng 
March 3], 1845, vice Rust, resigned. 

Brevet second lieutenant Joseph H. Whittlese 
of the second regiment of dragoons, to be secoy 
licut. September 18, 1845, vice Ewell, promoted. 

Second regiment of dragoons. Brevet second lie 
Alfred Pleasanton, of the first regiment of dragoop 
to be second lieut. November 3, 1845, to fill a vacang 
occasioned by the dismissa! of first lieut. Ranson. 

Third regiment of artillery. Lieutenant col. W; 
Gates, to be col. October 13, 1845, vice Armistea 
deceased. 

Major Francis S. Belton, of the fourth regime 
of artillery, to be lieutenant col. October 13, 184 
vice Gates, promoted. 

Brevet second lieutenant Lucien Loeser, of tj 
second regiment of artillery, to be second lieutenan 
May 31, 1845, vice A. P. Stewart, resigned. 

Fourth regiment of artillery. Brevet major John 
Gardiner, captain of the fourth regimentof artillery 
to be major October 13, 1845, vice Belton, pm 
moted. 

First lieutenant Raphael C. Smead, to be captai 
October 13, 1845, vice Gardiner, promoted. 

Second lieutenant Francis N. Clark, to be firs 
lieutenant October 13, 1845, vice Smead, promoted 

Second lieutenant George W. Getty, to be firs 
lieutenant October 31, 1845, vice Soley, deceased 
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third regiment of artillery, to be second lieutenan 
October 13, 1845, vice Clark, promoted. 

Brevet second lieutenant John H. Greland, of th 
‘first regiment of artillery, to be second lieutenant 
October 31, 1845, vice Getty, promoted. 

Third regiment of infantry. First lieutenant Jos 
L. Coburn, to be captain November 3, 1845, vic 
Cotton, resigned. 

Second lieutenant Oliver L. Shepherd, to be firs 
lieutenant Nov. 3, 1845, vice Coburn, promoted. 
| Brevet second lieutenant Robert Hazlitt, of the 
fourth regiment of infantry, to be second lieutenan 
November 3, 1845, vice Shepherd, promoted. 

Fourth regiment of infantry. Lieutenant colone 
Wm. Whistler, of the 7th regiment of infantry, to be 
colonel! July 15, 1845, vice Vose, deceased. 

Brevet second lieutenant Christopher C. Augur 
of the second regiment of infantry, to be second lieu 





Brevet second lieutenant Ulysses S. Grant,* to be 
second lieutenant Septemver 30, 1845. 

Fifth regiment of wmfantry. First lieutenant Wai 
Chapman, to be captain June 8, 1845, vice Johnston 
deceased. 

Second lieutenant John A. Whiteall, to be first 
lieutenant June 8, 1845, vice Chapman, promoted. 

Second lieut. George Deas, to be first lieut Nov 
17, 1845, vice Reid, deceased. 
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John M. Fontane, to be receiver of public moneys | 
for the district of lands subject to sale at St. Au- 


gustine, Florida, in the pl 
deceased. ‘ ie place of George W. Cole, 





Jobn 8. Bagg, to be postmaster at Detroit, Michi- 
gan, in the pluce of Thomas Rowland, removed. 


Brevet second lieut. Mortimer Rosecrants to be 
second Jieut. June 8, 1845, vice Whiteall, promoted. 
Brevet second lieutenant Lafayette B. Wood, 0 
the 8th regiment of infantry, to be second lieutenznt 
November 17, 1845, vice Deas promoted. 
Sixth regiment of infantry. Captain Benjamin L. 
E. Bonneville, of the seventh regiment of infantry, 
to be major July 15, 1845, vice Hoffman, promoted. 
First lieutenant Wm. H. T.. Walker, to be captail 
November 7, 1845, vice Searight, resigned. 
Second lieut. Edward H. Fitzgerald, to be first 
lieut. November 7, 1845, vice Walker promoted. 
Brevet second lieutenant Edwin Howe, of the filth 
regiment of infantry, to be second lieutenant No’ 
7, 1845, vice Fitzgerald, promoted. . : 
Seventh regiment of infantry. Major William Hol: 
man, of the sixth regiment of iniantry, to be lieut. 
colonel July 15, 1845, vice Whisiler, promoted. — 
First heutenaut Damel P. Whiting, to be captal! 
April 18, 1845, vice Davis, dismissed. — 
First lieutenant Roger S. Dix, to be captain July 


'15, 1845, vice Bonneville, promoted. 














$e 
~ *Lieut. Grant was promoted to the seventh 24 
ment of infantry, vice Humber, promoted and a 
changed into his present regiment, (the 4th) leu” 
F. Gardner. 
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; First lieut. Richard C. Gathir, to be capt. Sept. 
»), 1845, Dix, appointed. pay master. 

Second heutenant Henry Little, to be first lieut. 
April 18, 1845, vice Whiting, promoted. 

Second lieutenant James R. Scott, to be first lieut. 
july 15, 1845, vice Dix, promoted. 

Second lieutenant Cherles H. Humber, to be first 
jeut. September 30, 1845, vice Gathir, promoted. 

Brevet second lieutenant John M. Jones, of the 
ith regiment of infantry, to be second licutenant 
pril 18, 1845, vice Little, promoted. 

Brevet second lieutenant Franklin Gardner,{ to be 
cond lieutenant September 12, 1845. 

Brevet second lieutenant Joseph H. Potter, of the 

tregiment of infantry, to be second heutenant 
Ietober 21, 1845, vice Quimby, resigned. 

Eighth regiment of infantry. Second lieutenant! 
falvin Hetzel, to be first lieutenant May 30, 1845, | 
ice Johnson, cashiered. 

Brevet second lieutenant Jacob J Bohee, of the 

tregiment of infantry, to be second lieut. June 

, 1845, vice Hanson, resigned. 

Brevet second lieutenant Theodore L. Chadbourne, 
ythe second regiment of infantry, to be second 
ieut. September 10, 1845, vice Darne, resigned. 

Brevet second lieut. Rdmund B. Holloway, of the 
fourth regiment of infantry, to be second lieutenant 
September 26, 1845, vice Handy, deceased. 

APPOINTMENTS. 
Quarlermaster’s department. 

First lieutenant Morris S. Miller, of the third re- 
iment of artiVery, to be assistant quartermaster, 
ith the rank of captain, September 13, 1845. 

PAY DEPARTMENT. 

Benjamin F. Larned, paymaster, re appointed, to 
ke effect November 24, 1845, when his former 
mmsssion expired. 

Thomas J. Leslie, paymaster, re-appoiuted, to 
ike effect November 27, 1845, when his former 
ommission expired. 

St. Clair Denny, paymaster, re-appointed, to take 
fect October 15, 1845, when his former commis- 
ion expired, 

Roger 8S. Dix, late captain of the seventh regi- 
nent of infantry, lo be paymaster, September 30, 
845, vice Davies, resigned. 

Corps of engineers. 

Cadet William H. C. Wuiting, to be second lieut. 

July 1, 1845. 





Ordnance department. 

Stephens T. Mason, of Virgwia,to be military 
lorekeeper May 15, 1840. 

raduales of the military academy attached to the army 
as brevet second lieutenants, in conformity with the 
fourth section of the act of April 29, 1312, to take rank, 
respectively, from July 1, 13845. 

revel second lieutenanis attuched to the corps of engi- 

neers. 

Cadet Edward B. Hunt, of N. York; cadet Louis 
Hebert of Louisiana. 

revel second liewlenants attached lo the corps of topo- 

graphical engineers. 
Cadet William fF. Susth, o1 Vermont; cadet Thos. 
Wood, uf Kentucky. 
Brevet second lieutenants aliached io the ordnance de- 
partinent. 

Cadet Thomas G. Rhett, uf South Carolina; cadet 
harles P. Stone, of Massachusetts. 

brevet second lieutenants atlached lo tha dragoon arm. 
Cadet Bezaieel W. Armstrong, of Obio; cadet 
Wiliam T. Alien, of Virginia; cadet Jona W. Da. 
idson, of Virginia; cadet James M. Hawes,of Ky.; 
det Richard C. W. Radford, of Va.; cadet Delius 


| Artillery, 12 





B.Sacket, of New York; cadet Juseph Mclivain, of 
Widiana. 
Frevet second lieutenants altached to the artillery arm. | 
Cadet Fitz Juhn Porter, of New Hampstire; cadet | 
losiahh H. Cartisie, of Maine; cadet George Edwards, ; 
of England; cadet Henry Coppee, of Georgia; cadet 
fancis Collins, ot N. York; cadet Joseph F. Farry, 
“Pennsylvania; cadet Louis D. Welch, of Conn.; 
tudet George F. Andrews, of Conn.; cadet Thowas 
‘J. Weld, of Mame. 
Brevet sceond lieutenants attached to the infaniry arm. 
Cadet John FP. Hucie, of New York; cadet Jubn 
A. Richey, of Ohio; cadet Patrick A. Fareliy, of 
*hisylvania; cadet Abram &. Lincoln, of N. York; 
tadet James G.S. Snelling, of lowa; cadet Edmund 
‘Smith, of Fiorida; cadet Thomas J. Montgomery, 
ot Maine; cadet James N. Ward, of Kentucky; cadet 
Tuard E. Bee, of S. Carvlina; cadet Wm. Rhea, 
itginia; cadet Gordon Granger of New York; 
det Henry B, Clitz, of New York; cadet Wm. H. 
Ne of Massachusetts; cadet David A. Russell, 
+ ew York; cadet l'homas G. Pitcher, of ludiana; 
Stet William L. Crittenden, of Kentucky. 


, Lieut. Gardner was promoted to the 4th regi- 
ys of infantry, vice Berry, deceased, and exchang- 
lo his present regiment, (the 7tu), with leut. 








lystes §, Grant, 





DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 

The president has reeognised Joseph C. Murrell 
38 vice consul of Russia for Mobile; John Randolph 
Welder tor Savannah, and George E. Reinhardt for 
New York. 


INDIAN JOURNAL. 

Fight between the Blackfeet and Crow Indions. A 
gentleman recently arrived in St. Louis from fort F. 
A. C., near the Falls of the Missouri, has communi- 
cated to the editors of the Reveille information that 
on the 17th June last, a party of some seven hundred 
of the tribe of Crow Indians fell upon a small party of 
Blackfeet Indians, who had camped out about seventy- 
five miles from the fort in advance of the main body. 


| Twenty two of the Blackfeet were killed, one hun 


dred women and children taven prisoners, and three 
hundred horses taken. The main bocy of the Black- 
feet having come up, engaged the Crows desperately, 
and, though less in numbers, fought so bravely as to 
compel their opponents to retreat to a strongly for- 
tified spot, which they succeeded in reaching with 
their plunder, though most of the prisoners escaped. 
The Blackfeet could not dislodge them, and were 
obliged to retire, acknowledgiug a loss of ten or 
twelve killed, and determined to revenge themselves 
next spring. The same informant states: 
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ft is said thatthe collectors at Aransas and Corpus 
Christi have charged the sutlers of the United States 
army about $25,000 for duties on articles imported 
for the troops. The Houston Star says that presi- 
dent Jones had authorised the collectors to. remit 
the extra duty of five per cent. on imports from the 
United States, regarding the law to admit Texas as 
a quasi treaty. ) 

The New Orleans Pacayune publishes a corres- 
pondence from Corpus Christi dated the 9th January, 
which says—‘:The accounts about the ‘varmint” in 
this section which appeared to me so incredible, I 
find were not at allexaggerated. Few snakes, taran- 
tulas, scorpions, and the like, are now seen within 
the limits of the camp, owing to the rizid police 
which 1s maintained, the grass, brushes and other 
veyetation having been cleared away. We occa- 
sionally, however see stragglers that remain con- 
cealed under boxes, floors, old rubbish, &c. I al- 
ways take the precaution to shake out my_ boots 
well before putting them on, and we never think of 
walking out for pleasure on the prairie, or among 
chaparral bush on account of the snakes, particularly 
rattlesnakes, and other smaller reptiles which abound 
there. Iam collecting and pickling specimens. 


The bay is literally filled with delicious fish of 
numerous varieties, and covered with sea fowl—the 





“It appears that a majority of the tribe were on | pelicans being the tamest species. Plenty of geese, 
the other side of the mountains, near the head-wa- | ducks, snipe, curlews, plover, &c. can be, and are 


ters of the Columbia, whither it is their custom to chot every day, with no apparent diminution of their 


go every spring, and that those who were engaged ! numbers. 


Parties of officers are out constantly, go- 


in this affair with the Crows were but an advanced | ing into the back country on hunting and adventurous 
party, who had racrossed the mountains somewhat | expeditions, or amateur exploring excursions.— 
| They give glowing accounts of the country. | Within 

The Crows had been driven into the neighborhood |g few miles of us there are plenty of deer and wild 
where the fight occurred. (which is called in parlance turkies, and a little further back they are found in 
the ‘Blackfeet country’) by the Sioux, who were out | very large numbers with wild horses, mules, cattle 
in great force against them. They usually visit that ;and antelope, and not rarely a leopard, panther, 


earlier than usual. 


section of the country, likewise, when the Blackfeet | tiger, or Mexican lion is seen. 


are absent. 


‘About a fortnight before the fight, a small party ' of these excursions. 


1 have thought re- 


| peatedly how vou would enjoy yourself here on one 


Come over and see us, and 


of the Blackfeet attacked the ‘horse guard’ at Fort ‘send along your friends. As for wolves they are so 
F. A. C., trading post of the American Fur Com- | numerous and bold that their barking serves for my 
pany, killed one man named James Riquett, whose ‘lullaby every night. They are attracted by the 
family is supposed to be in St. Louis, seriously wound- slaughter-pens but a short distance off. 


ed another, and succeeded in stealing thirty horses 
belonging to the post.” [NMut. Int. 


ARMY JOURNAL. 
Army of occupalion. 


i 
} 


| 
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Next in order in our “‘natural curiosities” come 
the Mexicans and Indians, who come in almost daily 


to trade—the former bringing mules and horses— 


' 


The documents of the war the latter skins of various kinds. 


which the government still continues to purchase—and 
No wonder an 


department, accompanying the message, state the ‘organized government cannot exist among the Mex- 


strength of this army as follows: 
Officers. Privates. Total. Sick. 

~ 24 24 
4 
81 
200 


General staff, 2 
2d dra’gs 10 companies, 596 

923 
2536 


999 
842 
2336 


3732 
140 


Infantry, 50 


Total 
Total absent 





4079 
58 198 


With the colors 288 3592 3881 

This force is under command of brevet brigadier 
general Zachary Taylor. 

We see there is a Corpus Christi Gazette! now quot- 
ed by the Washington papers. It is to be hoped we 
shall have regular bulletins from our gallant little 
army, as typos have already a “treporter” in camp. 
“The Corpus Christi Gazette,” of the 221 ult. says— 
‘Parties of traders from all the settlements for three 
hundred miles on the Rio Grande, and as far inland 
as Monterey, visited Corpus Christ: during the week 
of the 22d; they had little news. A report had reach- 
ed Arista at Monterey that Mejia, at Matamoras, 
has declared against the government in favor of Pa- 
redes; a force of two thousand was ordered by the 
former to march on Matamoras for the purpose of 
quelling the revolt. By an arrival at Corpus Christi 


246 





on the morning of the 22d from Mier, it was under- | 


stood that general Arista, with his whole force, was 
still at Monterey, and also that the report of Mejia’s 
treachery was doubtful. Advices from Matamoras 
to the 15th had subsequently been received. All 
was quiet there, although there is thoughtto be an 
under current secretly ia favor of Paredes, and that 
the con:inued success of Paredes would in course of 
time produce a change in the public mind, and in- 
duce Matamoras to join the revolt. 

“The peopie of Mexico on the frontier are in 
favor of annexatiun to the United States, and the 
army are against a war with Texas. A treaty of 
peace would be popular with all parties. General 
Arista is in favor of a fair and honorable adjustment 
of all difficulties by negotiation, not by the sword.” 
The, same paper says that the health of the army is 
reported to be good. 

Settlements were rapidly growing up on the Nue- 
ces. A bunting party from the Nueces had just re 
turned to Corpus Christi with twenty-one deer, three 
tigers, and lots of wild turkeys. 


| 


| 
' 


icans! What a “‘rag tail and bob-tail,”? thievish, cut- 
throat set of cowards they must be, according to 


‘some of the specimens I have seen; but they are ail 


aot ¢ 
501 


~~ | for Mexicans, Texans, and soldiers. 
| these are frame, but canvass. 


| 
| 


| 
| 





89 | unsurpased in horsemanship. 


7 | 
324 | 


Judging by the paper just started here, you would 
think Corpus Christi 1s really ‘ta place.” When the 
army arrived, two or three houses constituted it, 
now there are about fifty or more, being mostly grog 
shops, eating houses, and gambling establishments 
Not half of 
There are also stores 
and shops of various kinds, a hotel, billiard room, &c. 
all lately erected. Since I’ve been here, | have been 
trying to get enough lumber for a floor for my tent, 
but cannot procure it, so scarce is it, and at $60 per 
10U feet even, which is the price. Beef and venison 
are cheap, or reasouable—not so very, either, con- 
sidering the abundance of both—and of course we 
have the latter at almost every meal. Potatoes are 


$5 per barrel, butter 375 cents per Ib. misk 25 cents 


a quart, eggs $1 and $2 per dozen. So you see al- 
most every thing is very high here. Asnong the 
jatest amusements, | will mention a horse race on 
New Year's Day, not mentioning the many “scrub” 
ones, and a duel yesterday—but no one was kilt or 
wounded, although two shots were exchanged at 12 
paces. Your, &c. 8. 


NAVAL JOURNAL. 


Orders are received at the Charleston navy yard, 
Mass., to have the steamer Princeton repaired and 
fitted fur sea with all possible despatch. 

The Porpoise, U. S. brig, Lieut. Hunt, was at Pen- 
sacola, on the 28th ult. preparing for sea—it 1s $up- 
posed for Vera Cruz. 

The Flirt, U. S. schooner, Lieut. Cuararp, reach- 
ed New Orleans on the 3ist ult. from Havana.— 
Lieut. James M. Watson, late bearer of despatches 
to the Pacific, came passenger in the Flirt from Cha- 
gres—and passed Midshipman Wilkinson and Sail- 
maker Bennet, from the Pacific squadron. 


Capt. H. Aunicg, leaves the command of the 
Washington navy yard, in order to take command 


of the Potomac frigate. 
Com. Wa. B. Savusaice, chief of the bureau of 


provisions aud Clothing, is lo succeed bim in the 
command of ssid yard. 
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Commander Samvet Mercer arrived at Pensa- 
cola on the 10th ult. to relieve Commander J. R. 
Jarvis, in the command of the U. S. brig Lawrence. 
Com. J. R. Jarvis has relieved Com. Sannps, of the 
sloop of war Falmouth—Capt. Sands having been 
detached on leave at his own request. 

The Bainbridge, U. S. brig. The Buenos Ayres 
Packet of the 13th Dec., says—‘‘On the 9th inst. a 
boat belonging to the United States brig of war 
Bainbridge, on her way from the outer roads, was up- 
set in a squall, and two men drowned—Edward 
Pheasants and John Williams—and two others would 
probably have been lost, had it not been for the ac- 
tive exertions of their companion, Oscar Prescott, a 
young ordinary seaman, aged 18 years, from Massa- 
chusetts. When a boat of the Bainbridge arrived 
to their relief, this young man was holding the other 
two from sinking. They were much exhausted, 
and could not have sustained themselves without the 
aid of this youth.” 

The Lawrence, U. S. brig, Lieut. Mercer, sailed 
from Pensacola, on the 21st, for the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Cumberland, U. S. frigate, sailed from Boston 
on the 5th inst. for the Gulf of Mexico. 

The St. Mary’s, U.S. ship. A letter from Pensa- 
cola states that her commander, Capt. Saunders, 





be the repair and equipment of all the vessels in or- 
dinary, and the frigates and sloops on the stocks,— 
Were such authority and means granted, the presi- 
dent could exercise a more free judgment in the se- 
lection of vessels for immediate preparation, whilat 
the actual expenditure could be limited to existing 
urgencies for the vessels, and unprofitable outlays 
be avoided if peace should continue. 

It is also advisable that the limitation heretofore 
imposed on enlistments in the navy, by which the 
number is confined to 7,500 seamen, be suspended 
for a definite period, and that further enlistment be 
authorised and provided for. 


It is further proper, even in the event of peace, to 
increase our sea-going steamers. At present, the 
United States have but two, the Princeton and Mis- 
sissippi, that can cruise af sea. I would recommend 
that authority be granted for the construction of 
three steam frigates, five steam sloops, and two 
steamers of a smaller class. Such an increase would 
not be disproportionate to our resources or wants in 
a time of profound tranquility. 


It will also become necessary to increase the ord- 
nance and ordnance stores. This again would be but 
an anticipation of expense, which at an early day 
must in any contingency be required. 


“reports his ship as having made two handred and 
ninety miles during the last twenty-four hours prece- | 
ding his arrival here! A day’s run with bu few 
parallels! The St. Mary’s has hardly a superior. 
afloat.” | 

The Congress, U. S. frigate, Capt. Srocxroy, | 


A system of steamers for harbor defence, to be 
thoroughly effectual, would involve the necessity of 
a fleet of steamers for each harbor in the country. 
The enormous expense would be further increased 
by the annual repairs which would require a repeti- 
reached Rio Janeiro, on the 20th Dee. in fifty days. tion of the whole outlay once in seven or eight years. 
from Norfolk on her way to the Pacific. it is still further to be considered, that these steam- 

The Brazil Squadron. The Plymouth, U.S. ship, °S being only for harbors and coasts, would in time 
Capt. Henry; the Raritan, U. S. frigate, Capt. Gre- of peace prove a costly burden without an adequate 
cory; and Bainbridge, U. S. brig, Commander S. equivalent. In the event of war, the immediate em- 
PewnincTon, were at Rio, on the 20th Dec. ; Ployment of mercantile ships and steamers, for the 


The storm of the 19th ult. to which the whigs of defence of ports, in co-operation with resident citi- 


Louisiana charge the loss of the state election, | zens, would be attended with a less aggregate cost. 


which took place that day, was tremendous at Pen-| and the facility of invention and activity of patriot- 


sacola. | ism whould, as danger approached, be quickened to 
The Falmouth, St. Mary’s, John Adams, U. S. ships; devise methods of defence, which, though some- 


and Lawrence and Porpoise, U. S. brigs, lying at an-: what irregular, would prove effective till a force’ 
chorage near the navy yard, and the Mississippi, U.| could be organized suited to the emergency. _ 
Inquiries are now meking into the capacity of our 


S. frigate, opposite the town, rode out the gale with | . 
perfect safety; but a long list of disasters are given | mercantile steamers for being thus employed; and | 


of merchant vessels driven ashore both in the har-| the result shall be communicated to you as soon as | 
bor and at the navy yard. The U. S. officers are, "ece!ved. 
highly commended for spirited effurts to savethe| The danger to be apprehended from inroads upon 
shipping. The Wolcott, U.S. revenue cutter, Wm. | our territory by hostile fleets will be greatly dimin- 
B. Waireseap, Lieut. Commanding, was lying at| ished by the disasters consequent on storms, the re- 
anchor off the Barrancas, near the navy yard. She | cessity of frequent returns to port for supplies of 
parted her larboard chain, and while riding with her) provisions and water, the superadded want to steam- 
starboard anchor, kedge and hawser and larboard_ ships, of fuel. the general inaccessibility of the cvast | 
gun slung, the sea making a comple breach over and | from the shallowness of water, the certainty of vi-| 
kedging her anchors, was compelled to cut away | gorous resistance on the part of our citizens in the 
her masts to save the lives of her officers and crew. | more densely populated regions, and the uselessness 
of naval attacks on a sparsely settled coast for any 
PREPARATIONS FOR DEFENCE. .Nuval defences. The | permanent influence on the issue of a war. These 
following Jetter from the secretary of the navy was| C!’cumstances have in all times past, made great 
written in reply to inquiries addressed to him by Mr. | naval expeditions almost fruitless of results against 


Fairfield, the chairman of the naval committee of! remote settlements on land. 
the United States senate. The measures recommended, if adopted, will not 


Navy depar'ment, January 8.1845. | involve useless expense, even on the continuance of 
Sin—In reply to the inquiries proposed in your’ tranquility, and seem to be sufficient as precautionary 
letter of the 22d ultimo, I have the honor to enclose | against any contwigency that is likely to occur and as 
to you avery ul roport fom the heads of burenux|Preliinay to 4 more, extended organization in he 
Although the naval preparations of commercial | 0° 1 8 condiiion to inspire respect, to render aid 
nations which are struggling to maintain themselves| !? Protecting our commerce, and to contribute ef- 
in an unnatural position of greatness, is no criterion | (¢tively towards the preservation of peace. 
for a country like ours, which seeks only the occu-. Georce Bancrort. 
pation and defence of its own territory, the protec-| Defence of the Delaware, proposed. A town meeting 
lion of its citizens and their interests, and the de-| was held at Philadelphia on the 3d inst. to consider 
velopment of its own resources: and although the | the propriety of memorializing congress to grant ap~ 
existing naval establishments of the United States | prupriations fora dock yard, and for the erection and 
appears sufficient in all but sea-going steamers, for a | preservation of the defences on the Delaware. Jobn 
condition of ascertained and undisturbed peace; yet} I’. Smith, esq. presided. Col. James Page addressed 
the present aspect of our foreign relations makes it the meeting and submitted a series of resolutions, 
a duty to suggest to the committee on naval affairs| urging upon congress the establishment of a dry 
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ed up stocks and gave new life to business on )) 
hands, and gratified the friends of peace throughout 
Europe and America. The Englishman is a true 

patriot, and a trucr friend to peace than the French. 
man; for he has no dynasty of his own to establish at 
the risk of war and the horrors of which it woujg 
bring upon his own nation as well as upon others _ 
The French government paper is exceedingly woung. 
ed by the president’s message, and threatens war as 
the consequence of the American aggression Upon 
Mexico. It is exceedlingly sensitive to what it 
cunsiders the insults which the message contains 
against England. But dear old jolly John Bull looks 
at it in a better humor, and is as far from seeing j,. 
sult, as we were from meaning it. On the contrary 
he shows a very cordial desire for a more intimate 
connection with us,—and we have no fear that M. 


| Guizot’s jealousy will be able to make the mischie; 


he seems to intend. Glad enough we Americans 
wete to see the pleasant face which the old gentle. 
inan turned to us. It makes quite a revolution jn 
our temper. Now is the time, when both the na. 
tions are making up the quarrel with softened hearts 
for the far-seeing statesmen on both sides, to apply 
themselves vigorously to such a settlement of, not 
only the Oregon, but matters which may be diffiey)t 
hereafter, as to leave no ground for suspicion to fas. 
ten upon. We should delight in such a hearty fe}. 
Jowship with England, as would enable us to agree 
upon”’—{#hen follows a project under the caption of] 
“A COURT OF NATIONS,” 
for the setUement of all future differences betweey 
the United States and Great Britain, to be composed 
of, say five citizens of each country, (the editor pro- 
ceeds to name five such as would suit hie fancy op 
our side,) to whom all questions of differences in {y. 
ture should be submitted. He fixes their salaries 
(a very important consideration) at $10,000 each.— 
They are to meet alternately in England and Ameri- 
ca, and have power to name an umpire where the 
court is divided. 


The author of the project thinks such a court 
would keep all quiet, and soon become so popular, 
that other nations would appeal to its authority. He 
‘thinks, too, that the people of both countries are 
now ripe for this agreement,” and calls to know if 
‘‘the statesmen are ready to carry it into effect?” 

This man of “The Living Age,” certainly belongs 


| to the age he lives in, and has by his project not un- 


fitly characterised it. Having had the whole scheme 
to himself, even to naming ali five of the judges of 
the court on our part, we conclude merely to be- 
speak the privilege of naming the umpire, who, if 
we mistake not, would soon be found to be cranp 
CHANCELLOR of the two empires, having all the dis- 
putes in his own hands. 


One ingredient we fear is lacking,—material to 
the success of this project. We look round the 
compass in vain for the adequate power to enforce 
the decisions of the court. Without something to 
that effect, we fear the two countries would find 
themselves just about as likely to dispute, as tiey 
have always done, whenever conflicting interests sre 
'at stake, contingencies which we do not see that the 
court would be any better able to obviate, than the 
two governments have as yet been. 


Nothing of this kind can be suggested that has 
not a tendency, so far as it is al all effective, to cen- 
tralize authority and powers now independent of 
each other, and to make one GENERAL GOVERNMENT, 
for the two nations. 

We once were in that predicament. 
posed to return to il? 


Are we dis: 
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STATES OF THLE UNION, 
Inptana.— The stale debt and canal act. ‘* An act!0 
provide for the funded debt of the state of Indiana, 
anu for the completion of the Wabash and Erie © 


— 





the propriety of greater preparations than the or- | dock and general naval depot at Philadelphia, repairs | nal to Evansville,” is published in due form io (he 


dinary annual appropriations coutemplate. ‘to Fort Mifflin, and the erection of fortifications at 
These greater preparations should consist, as far| the Pea Patch and at other points. The resolutions 
as possible, of such expenditures as will be but anti-| Were unanimously adopted, and a committee appoint- 
cipations of what, at an early day, would be requir- | ed to present them to congress. 
oi even in case of the establishment of harmony; The Sun under the caption of “Military Spirit” 
with all nations. : says—-“‘It is said that there are no less than 1,500 
They should consist first, of an accumulation of | applicants for the offices in the two mounted regi- 
naval materials and stores necessary for the rapid| ments congress has decided to raise.” 
equipment of the vessels which are afloat, for such| There will be no difficulty in getting officers—or 
of those on the stocks as it may be desirable to em-| rather persons disposed to take cemmissions—and 
ploy, and for such others as congress may authorize | they would soon learn how to command, if they can 
to be built. If means are granted, immediate mea-| Only find men to fill the ranks and disposed to obey. 
sures can be adopted for the collection of such ma-| That is where the difficulty lies in this country. 
terials and stores; and the early purchase of many of 
them would be but an anticipation of what would} ‘A courr oF Nations.” The last number of the 
soon be required for ordinary expenditures. Living ge, says: “Sir Robert Peel appears to be as 
The second brauch of expense that should at once| indispensable to Great Britain as Louis Philippe is 


are 


{ndiana papers. Its passage was hailed with grea! 
rejoicing, firing of big guns, muoking speeches, illue 
minating towns, &c., &c. 

The vote upon the final passage of the act, isp” 
litically classified by the Indiana Telegraph, 08 !F 
lows: 


For THE BILL—In senate 17 dem , 15 whigs 
In the house Of. sens BO” 
44 48 
AGAINST THE BILL — In senate 6 * 9 
In house 93 « WW 
pele 
Total for the bill 48 whigs, 44 dem.—aggregale a 
Against the bill19 “ 29 * ss ° 








be authorised at the discretion of the president should| to France. The news of his return to office, carri- 


Aggregate majority for the bill " 
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THe coasT survey. The report of Dr. Bache, 
superintendent of the coast survey, for the year 
1845, communicated to congress by the secretary of 
the treasury, warns us, that this great national work 
has reached the shores and progressed on the coast 





of Massachusetts. Although in this good work | 
“every country is our country,’ and every 
coast our sailing track, yet we cannot but feel in | 
common with all men, and in accordance with a| 
powerful principle of our nature, a deeper interest | 
in that which relates to our own border—a rugged | 
and thankless coast. I have not before me the re-| 
ort of 1844, yet 1f I remember rightly, much more | 
has been performed than was promised; the extra | 
work being quite double the extra appropriation for | 
the year. On this subject, however, ] have nothing | 
to say—our government having long ago learned by | 
sad and expensive experience, that, in reference toa! 
work of so much magnitude, involving so much dif- | 
ficulty in its details, to save and to economise may be 

antipodal terms. The facts developed by this and. 
previous reports, admonish us of the hidden dangers 
of our navigation—that ‘ta vessel is often without a | 
pilot when dunger is nearest;” and especially does it : 
apprise us of the deep necessity of the survey as now 

prosecuted. Lieut. Blake discovered a rock having 

on it but fifteen feet of water, and nearly in the. 
track of ships bound in and out of New Bedford; |! 
another in nine and a half feet water, nearly in the 

game range; anu a third at the mouth of Mattapoi. , 
sett harbor, having upon it only ten feet, situated in | 
the midst of the channel and surrounded hy deep 
water. In the track of vessels bound into Plymouth, | 
Lieut. Davis found a rock covered by eight feet of | 
waler, to which all vessels beating in Massachusetts | 


bay were directly exposed. These isolated rocks, | jected in 1806, have sometimes despaired of its final 


before entirely unknown, indicate many hair- breadth 
escapes. Lieut. Davis also discovered a bank of ten | 
fathoms of water, sixty miles east of Nantucket; | 
not to be sure dangerous in itself, but eminently cal- | 
culated to mislead the mariner, unless accredited on | 
our charts. 


Itis well known that a most singular dubiousness 
has long hung over the locality of the South Shoal | 
of Nantucket. In spite of the authority of Blunt's 
survey in 1821—a work of individual enterprise wor- 
thy of much praise;—in spite of the almost demon- 
strable testimony of mathematical deduction, the 
former locality, nearly twenty miles in error, is still | 
relied on by many Atlantic navigators. In reference 
to this, and to the number of vessels which pass 
through Nantucket Sound—a strait proverbial for 
its dangerous shoals—Dr. Bache publishes the fol- 
lowing letter, addressed to him by Win. Mitchell, of 
that place: 

“My dear friend: [ have at length obtained the in- 
formation I desired relative to the number of ves- 
sels which annually pass through the sound. Know- 
ing that thou wouldst prefer a moderate account, | 
applied to the captain of the light boat, with whom 
it as been somewhat difficult to communicate. To 
" politeness | am iudebted for the following parti- 
Culars: 





Ships. Brigs. Schr’s. Sloops. 





In 1842 three were 144 = 1,295 7,551 3 616 

In 1843 there were 151 1,194 8,228 3,525 | 

In 1844 there were 152 1,155 7,483 2,566 
447 3,664 23262 9,707 


and to July, 1845, there were 122 ships, 805 brigs, 
4,847 schooners, 1,796 sloops, passed Nantucket 
ligt-boat, (an immense amountof property indeed,) | 
and yet there is no chart of this thoroughfare in ex- 
istence that is worthy of the name. 

“My rude angles to the ship Centurion, wrecked 
on the south shoal, (1845,) resulted in placing her 
within one hundred rods of the position of the 
shoal as located by modern observers. The history 
o this most dangerous and fatal shoal is startling. — 
Situated in mid-ocean; having, in low ebbs, scarcely 
& foot of water; in a region proverbal for its heavy | 
a rising, at Limes, without a moment’s warning; 
“iene of all mariners. and the grave of thon 
or 8; aid down in a position twenty miles in error 

latitu ie, and confided in as late as the year 182] 
euch is Nantucket south shoal' The honor of giv- 
'§ to this shoal its true locality belongs to Captain 
pry: Colesworthy, of this place, who, on the 

we A June, 1841, made its Jatitude 419 3' 55", it 
4yo P in all former time, been considered to be 

Ahh In looking over the documents of Capt. C., 
ate Parts Satisfied that, in the old location, there 

ar y fathoms of water. So strong, however, is 
that 5 ager on the minds of our veteran seamen 
een ie earlier location is the true one, that confi- 
though fags wanting in the survey of Colesworthy, 
tate ob © has always been distinguished as an accu- 

server, {ts new and probably true location 








| servatory, but engages also in all the drudgery of 


| viduals for the loan of instruments. 
‘be hoped that the appropriation of the present ses. 


is precisely in the track of all vessels bound to New 
York from Europe; and it is remarkable with what 
apparent recklessness vessels of the largest size 
(even the Atlantic steamers) dash near its parallel, 
from an apprehension that it is far south from them. 
The last and most authentic account of the ill-fated 
President (so says rumor) was near Nantucket -p | 
heavy storm, and the idea has always been preva- 
lent here that the south shoal was her burial ground. 

“If we could have the true account of the amount 
of property and human life that the erroneous loca- 
tion of this single shoal has cost our country, not 
only prior to 1821, but subsequent to that period, the 
expense of tie whole coast survey would seem a 
diminutive fraction. The mannerin which this sur- 
vey is conducted will settle the matter forever, by 
removing all possible doubts.” 

The minuteness and scientific accuracy with which 
every movement of the survey 1s distinguished, have 
exciled the attention and the surprise of the most 
intelligent foreigners. Col. Everest, surveyor gene- 
ral of India, after a minute inspection of the modus 
operandi of Dr. Bache, declared it to be highest ho- 
nor of the nation. It 1s indeed difficult to decide 
whether navigation or physical science will receive 
the greatest accession. While Geometry, Optics, | 
Astronomy, Magnetism, and Meteorology are the 
means employed, they are also the objects of disco- 
very and improvement. The superintendent, himself 
a favorite child of science, not only supervises the 
whole work, arranging all the details of the differ- 
ent parties, corresponding continually and necessa- 
rily with the head of each in the field and the ob- 





triangulating, standing fur hours at the theodolite, 
with unwearied application. 
Some, who are aware that this survey was pro- 


accomplishment in the present age. But these are 
not aware of the difficulties which it has encounter- 
ed, nor the circumstances which have impeded, and, 
at some periods, entirely suspended rts march. Our! 
unsettled foreign relations delayed all its operations 
for the first five years, and the succeeding five were 
consumed in the preparation of instruments, and no 
geodwztic action was performed till 1817; and in 1818, | 
the whole work was discontinued. In 1832, it was 
resumed; since which it seems only to have been im- 
peded by stinted appropriations—and although a bet-, 
ter feeling now prevaiis, yet in the last report, the; 
superintendent acknowledges his obligation to indi-| 
it is greatly to 





| 
{ 


sion will put an end to a practice which so tlly com 
ports with the general character of the undertak- 
ing. MM. 
CHARLESTON AND TEXAS RAILROAD.—We find in the | 
Concordia Intelligencer of the 1st iust., a letter on this 
subject, the wri er of which seems to be a citiz-n of 
Middle Texas. We are dee‘dedly of opinion that ‘the 
resources of Middleand Northern Texas can be develop- 





ed, and its fertile plains be made valuable, only by the; so! 
consiruction of a railroad through the central portions | Ship, which being examined, was found to contain eleven 


of the state.’? We hive not seca the country, but from 


the authority of those whom we regard as men of prac- 
tical ob-ervation, it must be true that the ‘fe: tide plains 


of that portion of Texas will p:ove utterly valueless 
except (or grazing purposes—and even for those, we sre 


unable to see how it can be rendered at all desirable— 
unless some means are devised by which a communica- 
ion may be effected with a market to which the produc- 


tions of the soil ean be conveniently transported and ad-) == 
vantageously d spos: d of. If the statements made by | 


this gentleman are true, and we have no wish nor rea- 
son to discredit them, it i8.a mutter of exceeding sur- 
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‘‘So utterly incapable, some years, were these stream & 
to afford any facilities to transportation, that last year, 
I saw planters hauling ther cotton from the banks of 
the Guadaloupe and Nueces, across all the rivers empty- 
ing into the Gulf, 150 miles to Houston on Buffalo Bayou. 
This was done too, by planters living on the banks of 
those river:,—within forty miles of the coast. The 
rivers were unnavigable, and the difficulty, if not im- 
possibility, of travelling with loaded teams across the 
low country along the coas: during the wet season, com- 
pelled the planter to take the long and expensive route 
over the higher region to a distant market. These dif- 
ficulties are so great as to impede the settlement of the 
interior portions of the state, and will prevent their rich 
luxur ant plains, becoming of any value, except for graz- 
ing, unless enterprise avd capital open some artificial 
channels of trade.” 


‘Ia my travels through the country last season, I saw 
accounts of planters, from which it appeared that fair 
cotton, which they had been compelled to sell at 43 to 
5 cents, had actuslly cost them two cents per pound to 
haul to msrket. Their bile rope and bagging, and all 
articles of consumption, hod come to them charged with 
like costs of carriage, and extravagant profits to the 
m rchants, after deducting which, there was but a small! 
remainder for labor to the produccr. The effeets were 
to discourage all attempts at raising the great staple or 
any other article of export through all the interior 
countries; and those districts are destined to remain un- 
productive till a wey is opened into them by the hand of 
man,” 


On the subj ct of the cost attending the transportation 
of cotton, he states that the whole charge on the ship- 
ment of 4 bal: cf cotton from Houston to New Orleans, 
when all custom-house f-es wre removed, is from $3 to 
$3 50. These srguments are used by the writer in sup- 
a of the project of constructing a railroad from Char- 

eston to theinterior of Texas. Wedonot insert them 
so much for the purpose of aiding in that project—though 
we cannot ques'on its importance, as to exhibit the im- 
policy of flocking toa country so utterly destitute of 
conveniences as that portion of Texas to which we have 
had reference,” | Caddo Gazette. 


REMARKABLE Disc. very 1n Canaps.—Last June, Ed- 
mund Dougan, residing on lot 17, in the 4th concession 


| of the township of Nottawesaga, in the county of Sim- 


coe, C. W. dicovered on the lot he occupies, a sunken hole 
in the earth, having the resemblance of a small pond 
of water of low fen. It was situated on a rising ground 
in the forest, which he was engaged in clearing, prepa- 
ratory to cultivation. The roots of the trees had spread 
over the marsh; and many of considerable thickness 
were cut away by the occupant of the lot, and his assis- 
tants. 


Dougan’s son on stooping to drink out of the hole dis- 
covered some bones in it, which caused a farther exami- 
nation, and ultimately lead to the discovery of a very 
large quantity of human bones, including between 500 
to 600 skulls! They alzo found about 40 pounds of brass, 
several brass kettles, in a decayed state, and ‘several 
hatchets. 


In about a month after the occurrence above narrated, 
a similar hole was discovered by Mr. William Thomp- 
son, on the third lot in the same concession and town- 


copper kettles, each of which would hold about nine 
pails of water. Eight of the kettles were found as _ per- 
fect as when made, and the other three were much cor- 
roded. In this hole were also discovered 10 or a dozen 
sea shells, and a large quantity of pipe clay buttons.— 
The holes are situated about one mile and a half from 
each other, with the north branch of the Notta wesaga 
River dividing them. 
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prise that men in their senses should persist in the cul- 


't vation of soil, which thongh vastly fertile, brings to} 
i their pockei so feeble a return. He says, the natural | 
lchannels of interaal commerce to all portions of the| 
feountry, are of but little value as outlets of the| 
interior. 
merous natural obstacles that can never be overcome. | 
He says that ‘Trinity and Brasos are the only streams on | 
which a boat has tll recently floated, and in them in the | 
month of April last, there were steamers within 75 

miles of their mouth:, which had been tied up to the of New Jersey, remonstrating against the repeal of 
shores for eighteen months, rotting. The Colorado | 
whose current is not much more favorable to navig tion) 
than the Brasos and Trinity, has a ra‘t of many miles| 
in length near its mouth, and no boat hes «ver entered | 
it. If this raft were removed as it might b*, says this| 
writer, at a great expense, no ¢ aft of any kind, drawing 
more than 24 inches water, can get with:n ten miles yf 
Matagorda at its mouth. So that the small amount of’ 
produce which might be carr.ed down this stream dur-| Hook, in the Delaware river. 
ing the short and irregular periods during which it ma 
be navigable, would be subject to the expense and ris 
of re-shipment in sinall flat bottomed lighters, and car- 
ried to the cousters in the bay, to be agam re-shipped to 
Galveston or New Orleans. The N 

been explored far up its course; this duty however is} 
tiow being done by the engineer's unter the command of 
General Tay tor. 


‘Their navigation is embarrassed by nu- 


weces has never 


He says: 


k| 


i 


SENATE. 
Fesruary 3. Resolutions from Stales.—Mr. Weat- 
cott, presented resolutions of the legislature of Flo- 


| rida, relative to the appointment of a commission on 


the partof the United States to run the boundary 


lines between the states of Georgia and Florida, and 
Florida and Alabama. 


Mr. Miller, presented resolutions of the legislature 


the pilot act of May 2, 1837. 


Mr. Sturgeon, presented resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, against any increase of the ex. 
isting rates of postage; and in relation to a Macadam- 
ized road from the United States arsenal, at Pitts. 
burg, to the haroor at Erie; and in relation to appro- 
priations for the preservation of the piers at Marcus 


Mr. Berrien, presented resolutions from the state 
of Georgia, declaring her assent to the principles of 
federal legislature as they exist in the constitution, 
and their opposition to certain resolutions of the le. 
gislature of Massachusetts; also, a report that passed 
the legislature of Georgia in relation to the difficul- 


\ ties with Massachusetts. 
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Mr. Mangum, oddréssed the senate on the subject. 
He thought the proposition of the senator from Mis- 
souri, (Mr. Benton;) mide the other day, to postpone 
the bill until May next, ought to prevail. He 
launched out with a powerful attack upon the ad- 


Mr. Greene, presented resolutions of the legisia-| 
ture of Rhode Wland, against ang inereose of the 
present rates of postage. . 

Also, resolutions declaring assent to the principls 
on which {the tariff of 1842 was adopted, and oppo- 
sition to any change in its detanls. ministration for its whole course on the Oregon 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the committee on Indian af-| question, charging it with deception, trickery, and 
fairs, to whom was referred the resolution touching iduplicity, by clamoring for warlike measures and 
the relations between the United States and the sev-! professing great patriotism merely to gain political 
eral Indian tribes, reported the following joint reso-| ends, when they did not mean to assert to the end, all 
Jution as a Fv pal therefor: ? that they had been pretending! 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of | My, Cass, addressed the senate, and repeated many 
She, iinet AA snes naeaiad re —— of his former remarks on the probabilities of war, 
pared under his direction. a statement of the treaties | ee: eee t peg the taunts that had been thrown 
and relations between the United S:at:s and. the several OU! @gainst him for urging the necessity of speedy 
Indian tribes or nations, from the revolutionary war , Measures of defence, and in this connection referred 
down to the extinguishment of ‘he Indian title eastward | to the state of the Oregon question as the correspon- 
of the Mississippi; also. a statement in tebular form of | dence between the two governments now exhibit it, 
all the sums paid to different Indian tribes for the pur- ‘as evidence that he had been right in his apprehen- 
chase of their lands, designating each tribe, the date of | sions. 

Pic es oman sphere terrae acaleadh Mr. Allen, addressed the senate in a strain similar 
chased, w ’ ren tc ribe, hi av 

the daratian of such annutties, the amount held in trust canara es he indulged in when he jast spoke on 
by the United States government for any such tribes,|" a, pg aiie ; 
how. much thereof has been vested in stocks, what). Mr. Bagby, defended the administraticn against 
stocks, and the authority for vesting the same, and the |'be attacks of Mr. Mangum, ard contended there 
number of persons in each tribe among which such | Weuld be no war. 

suis cr annuities were or are divided. efore any action was had, on motion— 

Mr, .Archer, presented a large number of memori-) ‘The senate adjourned. 
als praying an amendment of the naturalization laws. | 

Mr. Semple, upon his motion, was excused from | _ FEBRUARY 10. On motion of Mr. Hannegan, 50, 
serving on the committee on revolutionary pensions, | 000 copies of the Orezon correspondence were order- 
and Mr Phelps was appointed in his stead. ed to be printed. — . 

Mr. Calhoun, presented the memorial from the |, The Oregon notice resolutions, passed last evening 
late Southwestern Convention at Meinphis, embody.) DY the house, were received, and on motion of Mr. 
ing the. resolutions adopted by. that convention— | Cass, referred to the committee on foreign affairs. 
which were referred to a select committee, of which | _ his being the day appointed for the cons.deration 
Mr. Calhovn was appointed chairman. jof Mr. J#llen’s Oregon notice resolutions, reported on 

On motion of Mr. Bright, the vote was put to re- Sth of January, together with the several pending 
consider the vote of yesterday by which Mr. Evans’ | 2mendments thereto, Mr. J. M. Clayton said he hoped 
amendment was adopted to the Texas indemmity bill | the senate would first dispose of the bill for the aug- 
-—~and stood ayes 22, nays 22. The Vice President mentation of the navy; but the senate refused to ac- 
voted in the affirmative, and thus carried the motion. | Cede to his suggestion. 

The bill was then laid on the table. Mr. len, then took the floor upon his resolutions. 











14, i846—COAGRESS. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WepnespayPFese 4 ° Me. Tibballs, offered « -. 
solution to terminate the debate on the Oregon whe 
tice on Monday next the 9th inst. Laid on the tab}, 


by 93 veas, 91 nays. 


Oregon notice.—The debate being renewed in com. 
mittee, Mr. Bell, of Ky., arose and delivered an ap. 
gumentative speech in favor of the notice asa pacific 
measure and as the last mode of avoiding terminatiy 
of the controversy by war. 

Mr. Chase, and Mr. S. Jones, followed, insisting wy 
the clearness and justice of our title. Mr. Martin 
of Tenn., next obtained the floor and the cCOMMities 
proceeded to consider the bili this day reported from 
the cominittee on ways and means making an appro. 
priaticn to enable the president of the United State, 
to recieve from the state of Texas the cession of cer. 
tain property, 

The bill appropriated $3,000 to pay expenses for 
an agent on the part of the United States to receive 
and take charge of certain property, (said to be three 
sloops of war, 150 pieces of ordnance, three or fou; 
custom houses, two or three navy yards, &c., &. 
After considerable discussion the bill was reporte; 
from the committee of the whole, and was then 
passed, and sent to the senate. 

The house adjourned. 


va 
be) 


Tuurspary, Fes. 5. Me. Price, offered a resoly. 
tion to terminate the debate on giving the Oregon 
notice at 3 P. M. of Monday next the 9th inst. Sir, 
C. B. Smith moved to lay the resolution on the tabie, 
Negatived by yeas 86. nays 107. The resolution was 
then passed by yeas 109, nays 56. 

Ona motion of Mr. McKuay, the bouse then resolved 
to meet at 10, A. M., each morning until ‘| uesday 
next, inorder to allow as many to express their 
views as possibly could in the inter nediste time. 

Mr. Cunningham, asked leave to introduce a reso. 
iution, which was read, and is es follows: 

Resolved by the senateund house of representatives of 
the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the utle of the United States to the whole ot the 





The senate went into execulive session, i He stated it was now 69 vears since this country had 
And then adjourned. ‘declared itself free and independent, and yet to this 
Feprvuary 4. The bill for the relief of Nathaniel | bour over 800 miles of coast, British law ruled and 
Goddard &c., considered in committee of the whole, British executions are enforced while our own juris- 
was reported without amendment. ‘diction is not extended to Oregon atall. We had 
Mr. Turney, opposed the bill; he regarded the | been negotiating for nearly thirty years, without 
claimants as having been guilty of moral if not poli- | success, and now therefore was the time for action. 
tical treason. | If we should refuse to act under such circumstances, 
Mr. J MW. Cleylon, referred to the opinion of the | and refuse to carry out the recommendations of the 
former secretary of the treasury, Mr. Crawford, that, president, we should thereby lose the whole of Ore. 
although upon strict principles of law, the courts gon and incur the suspicion and contempt of the 
were bound to give a verdict against the parties, yet | whole civilized world They would think and justly 
equity was in their favor and he theretore had re. | too, that we dared not toact. The great question 
commended an application to congress. All the tes-' now was, ‘‘Has government the courage to assert 
timony absolved them of any intention whatever of | and maintain its right?” As for “title,” that was 
violating the laws of their country. ‘now out of the question. ‘The only question was 
Messrs. Colquit, and Pennybacker opposed the bill, | “possession.” Ou the question of tithe we stood 





Mr. Johnson, of Md., and Mr. Davis advocated it.— committed before the whole human race by an as- | 


By yeas 26, nays 22, it was ordered to a third read-  sertiwn of 28 years standing. ‘That claim had been 
ing. |asserted in the face of the world on numerous occa- 
Alter executive session, the senate adjourned. |sions, and fast but not least by the sulemn vote of 


j . . 4 
Fesavary 5. Mr. Bagby, obtained teave sto bring , turee to one in the house yesterday. Our position 


in a bill to increase the number of naval officers by | 


such complement as shall not exceed the full cou | ourselves from the gaze of nations. It remained, 
plement composing the I’exas navy, (i. e. to incor- | therelore, tu be seen whether senators would come 
Jy o “We K i . ‘ar fur . — : 

porate the Texas list with thatof the United States.) | UP‘? 24 mee pre lurther remarks of this char 
The bill was referred tu the naval committee. scier, He gapced @t the palicy ot the Ave.gneet pew. 

The bill to augment the navy was again taken up, | Sf° ot Europe, and contended that since the fail of 
and Mr. Westcott, of Florida, addressed the senate in | Napoleon, it has been their steady aim to domineer 
favor of it. . The bill was: then passed over infor. | OVE" the whole world. In illustration of this, he re- 
mally, and the bill from the house to employ an  Colsiaembtdenliranestenanmaadiianon  saaaan 
agent to receive certain ‘Texas property was receiv- | °" rere * ms rashes SNCS’ SNe Eng 
ee ee fis ete i ‘jand in the utfairs of Texas. He then referred to 


ed and referred to the finance committee. ; 
Tne bill from the house relating to collectors and pow Ashburton treaty, and attacked it as a piece ot 
Phe Oregon question ought not to have 


. , duplicity. 
other officers of the government was then taken up, | 
read the third time, ond passed. : M peen leit epen, but it was Jeft open by her designed- 


After executive session, ly, as were other matters, for the same deceptive 
The senate acjuurned, ti!l the 9th February. policy. He went on to declare that England dare 

wolueclare war with us single handed, and read a 
Fesrvary 9. numver vl ducumenuts by way of proof. 
his seat. 

A message was received from the president trans. 
mitting the recent Oregon correspundence, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Pearce, intruduced a joint resolution to pro- 
vide for the transmission of certain buoks to the 
minister of justice in France, which was read twice 
and referred. 

The bili providing for an augmentation of the na- 
vy was taken up. 

Mr. Westcott, resumed and finished his speech in 
its support, arguing the necessity of pulling im a Det- 
ter state of defence than at present, the soulhern 
aud gulf coast. 

Mr. Dickinson, moved to lay the bill iniormally on 
the tabie, as the seaator who iutroduced it, Mr. £uir- 
field, was absent. 


Mr. Morehead, appeared and took 





lu the course of his rewarks a question was pul to 
j him by Mr. Mangum, as to whether in the suppressed 
portions Of the recent correspondence, it was not 
distinctly stated by lord Aberdeen that Great Britain 
woul take no offence at the passage of the notice re- 
solution? 


Mr. 4llen, suid he believed the senator was asking 
a question which he could answer himself, and there- 
ture he did not feel bound to reply. 

Without concluding, Mr. A. gave way to a motion 
to adjourn, which was carried. 

Feproary il. Mr. lien, resumed his remarks 
from yesterday and afler having occupied the fluor 
uuriny the remainder of this day’s session. 


Mr. J. M. Clayton, of Del., odtained the floor, anu 
The senate adjourned. 





was now before the world, and we could not hide | 


Oregon country included within the parallels of 42° and 


| 54° 40’ north latitude, and extendiag from the Stony or 
| Rocky mountains to the Pacific ocean, 1s clear and un- 


questionable; that the honor, the dignity, and the true in- 


terest of the people of the United States demand that 


| their title thereto be maintained, and that the entire and 

‘undivided occupation, control, and government thereof 

, be assumed by the United States. ‘To the end, there- 

| fore, that the same may be done consistent with the 

 texely stipulations between the United States and Great 
ritain— 

Resolved, That the president of the United States forth- 

| with cause notice to be given to the government of Great 
Britain that the conveniion between the United States 
‘and Great Britain concerning the Oregon territory, of 
‘the 6th August, 1827, signed at London, shall be annull- 
‘ed and abrogated at the expiration of the term of twelve 
{months from and after the said notice shall have been 
‘given, conformably to the second article of said cunven- 
tion of 6:b of Angust, 1827. 
The introduction of the resolution was objected 
to. Mr. McDowell, moved to suspend the ruies to 
‘enable his colleague to introduce the resolution.— 
But the house refused to suspend the rules, and the 
| resolution was not received. 

Oregon.—The house then again resolved itself into 
the committee of the whole on the state of the Uni- 
on, (Mr. Tibbatts in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the resviution reported from the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs, for giving to Great Britain 
the twelve mouths’ notice of the termination of the 
convention of the 6th August, 1827, concerning the 
|jvint occupation of Oregon cuouutry. 

Mr. Gentry, addressed the committee; and, after 
adverting tu the importance of the question, eX 
pressed his belief that negotiations had been resum: 
ed between the British minister and the Americat 
secretary of stale; insisting that, if such were thé 
case, all necessary ioformation ought to be laid be- 
fore the house before it was called upon to act. He 
then inquired of Mr. Charles J. Ingersoll, as chait- 
man of ihe committee on foreign atiairs, to say whe 
ther he was prepared to say now, as he had former 
ly, that negotiations had nut been re-upened? 


Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, replied as tollows:—I do not 
recollect what 4 said betore. | rather think I said 
nothing. 1 do not remember saying anything 0 
this pomt. J think stiii that Idid not. I say now 
that | believe that recently there has been some corres’ 
pondence between the British minister and this gover™ 
ment, which will be laid before this house withvut de- 
lay. As to instructions, 1 do nut kuow that instruc 
tions have been called four. 

Mr. Gentry went on to conclude his speech 1n OP: 
position lo we notice, as neediess and pernicious, 4? 
certain to lead to war. He denied our title Deyo? 
the 49ih parallel, and denounced any war underta 
ken to maintain it for the country above that live as 
wicked wholesale murder. 
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Mr. Dargan, went into an argumentative speech 
on the question of title, which he very fully discuss- 
ed, and arrived at the same conclusion with Mr. 
Gentry, that our title was undeniable as far as lati- 
tude 49°, and no farther. He went, however, fora 
yalified notice, as a measure pacific in its character 
and consequences. 

Mr. Delano, followed; and made a speech in favor 
of immediate notice as a peace measure; but contend- 
ed that it shoul! be in the form proposed by Mr, 
Hilliard, of Alabama, empowering the president to 

ive it whenever, in his judgmeut, the public inter- 
est should require it. After Mr. D. had concluded, 

Mr. Rhett, obtained the floor; when— 

A motion was made that the committee rise, on 
which a quorum did not vote. 

After some proceedings in relation to want of quo- 
rum, the committee rose, and— 

The house adjourned. 


Fray, Fes. 6. The Ovegon notice, was resumed. 
Mr. Rhett bad the vor, but inasmuch as he had al- 
ready spoken, he declined availing himself of his 
right to proceed, 

Mr. Davis, of Miss., addressed the committee in 
opposition to the giving of notice as proposed by the 
committee on foreign affairs, and in favor of extend- 
ing Our jurisdiction in Oregon. If the president 


should be forced to settle the question now, he was_ 


for claiming up to 49°; but, if fucther time were al- 
lowed, he thought we should by settlement and oc- 
cupation get the whole of the territory up to 54° 40’. 

Mr. Houston, advocated the giving of aotice and 
the subseqnent measures recommended by the execu- 
ve, Which he insisted would bring the whole mat- 
ter to a Speedy and peaceful settlement. 

Mr. Cathcart, of Indiana, made a humorous and 
somewhat desuitory speech in behalf of the notice, 
aud in reply to those who had upposed it, on whom 
he often turned the Jaugh of the committee. 

Mr. Martin, of Tennessee, went into an effective 
speech in support of the resvlution for notice, with- 
out qualification, aud if this should fail, for tue 
anendmeut, introduced by Mr. Dromgoole; if not, 
tien for that of Mr. Black, of South Carolina; and 
last and least, if all these should fail, then for the 
amendment moved by Mr. Hilliard. ; 

Some explanations passed vetween Mr. M. and Mr. 
‘dams on the fears of the latter that peace might be 
preserved by the president’s “backing out” from his 
position. He was severe on gentlemen who had spo- 
ken in Opposition to the notice, especially his own 
colleague and the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. Parish, of Ohio, offered the following resola- 
tion— 

Kesolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America, in conzress assembled, 
I'nat the political opinion which inculcates that this go- 
vernment cannot enlarge its territorial limits by discovery 
or treaty, Or increase the number of states in its Union, 
without endangering its peace, its strength, and its per- 
petuily; ag also the poliucal opinion that any such en- 
largeinent Or admission evinces a spirit of aggrandize- 
ment, of Conquest, or of ambition, are opinions emana- 
led by the advocates of arbitrary governments, which 
tre proved false in our own experience, and cannot be 
admitted by the American people. 

Resolved, That while we concede to European forms 
ol government, where in theory the crown is the source 
fom which all power emanates, that political balances 
may be necessary to create and maintain rulers, and to 
check, limit, and control the people; and whilst the paci 
he character of this government has been and ever will 
be scrupulously maintained by non-interference with 
heir systems of their own continent, yet on the Ameri- 
C2) Coulinents, where governments emanate fromm the 
people, and the administrators are but the representatives 
ol the popular will, no such political balance cf power is 
hecéssury, and any and every atrempt to enforce it here 
Wil be resisted by this government. 

esolved, ‘I'hat the late indication, even by a friendly 
Power, to introduce on the American continents the Eu- 
‘peau system of balance of power, justilied the presi- 
fitin his annual message in bringing the subject be- 
re Congress and the country, and in declaring before 
nd World that the American continents, by the free and 
dependent condition which they have assumed and 
mainiain, are henceforth not to be considered as subjects 
Ape oy colonization by any Eurupean power, and that 
F en be distinctly announced to the world as Our set- 
win policy that no European colony or domain shall, 

1 our consent, be planted or esiablished on any part 

these continents. 
solved, ‘That this principle, thus avowed, whilst it 
dist hot pretend to create or perfect title, has an linme- 
' clog plication to the Oregon territory, where “our title 
clapati and unquestionabie;” and has arisen, and its de- 
épelaes and maintenance become necessary, since the 
ae -. ion was submitted to the British minister to ad- 
We Pr boundary at the 49th degree of north latitude, 

now precludes the executive from accepting any 


toontion or entering into any treaty whereby any por’ 
mene “the country westward of we Stony or Rocky 
Mains’ shall be ceded tv Great Britain. 

t..P. supported the resolution in a most vehement 


the : ° 
Peech in favor of notice, and all subsequent mea- 


does 


sures, down to granting pre-emption rights for land. 


He denied that they would lead to war; but, whether | 


or not, the president must stand firm to the ground 
he had assumed, or be politically ruined. War lay 
at the option of Great Britain: if war was her poli- 
cy, she would never want a pretext; and, if peace, 
nothing congress could do would force her into war. 
He denied that the president was bound to accept an 
offer of 49°, if made. He concluded by asserting 
that he preferred war to compromise, and, if the no- 
tice should be modified in any way, he would vote 
against it. 

Mr. Clarke, obtained the floor, and moved that the 
committee rise; but the motion was negatived, and 
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i tion in having offered to have the question arbitrated, 

and strongly condemning the letters of Mr. Buchan- 
jan. Mr. K. denied that England had offered to refer 

our own acknowledged title and territory to arbitra- 
tion. That government would not have dared to in- 
sult us by such an offer. The last letter of Mr. Bu- 
chanan was characterized by Mr. K. as saying we 
want the whole of Oregon and mean to have it. He 





trusted that the president, for his own honor, would 
divest himself of such counsellors. Mr. K. went on 
to refer to the claim we set up to the whole of Ore- 
gon. He wished to know of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts if he really regarded our claim as 
‘“‘clear and indisputable” to the whole territory. 





Mr. C. proceeded. 


still more bound to go for the other. 
an argument in defence of the American title to Or- 
egon, and in reply tothe British claim. He depre- 
cated war, but would not surrender any portion of 
our territory to avoid it; still, if our government 
should accept of 49° as a boundary, he would raise 
no insurrection of the people about it. If, however, 
we went to take the whole of Oregon, he doubted 
not it must eventually lead to war. 

Mr. Foot, next obtained the floor, and opposed the 
nolice, and protested against all action and all re- 
mark which tended to produce irritation and impede 
negotiation. He was in favor of leaving the whole 
matter to the executive. He urged the necessity of 
providing against the contingency of a war—which 
he thonght inevitable if the measures proposed for 
the occupation of Oregon should be taken. He de- 
nounced the spirit of war as destructive to republics. 

Mr. Starkweather, made a very witty speech in re- 
ply to the imputations which had been thrown out 
during the debate, that this was merely a western 








He considered the questions of |. 
Texas and Oregon as kindred subjects, involving the ' 
same principles; he had gone for the one, and he felt ; 
He went into: 





question. He spoke with much ardor in defence of 

the west, and was very caustic in his replies to those | 

who had assailed it. [It was now 7 o’ciock.] | 
Mr. Washington Hunt, next succeeded in obtaining | 

the floor; after he had concluded— 

Mr. Truman Smith obtained the floor. 

The house adjourned. 


Sarurpay, Fes. 7. The committee resumed the 
Oregon debate, Mr. Tibbatts in the chair. 

A message from the president—(page 379}—commu- 
nicating diplomatic correspondence, was laid before 
the house during this day’s session. 

Mr. Smith, of Conn., spoke in opposition to giving | 
the notice, denied the validity of our title, and would | 
agree to the highlands between the Columbia and | 
the Frazier rivers for the boundary, &c. 

Mr. Sims of S. C., spoke in vindication of ihe state | 
of South Carolina on this question; thought that the | 
question of notice belonzed not to the legislative but: 
to the treaty-making power. 

Mr. Atkinson, insisted on our title up to 54° 40'— | 
replied to Mr. Culver in complimentary notice of | 
James K. Polk,—declared himself for the notice, ac- 
cording to the amendment proposed by Mr. Drom- 





Mr. Fries, after a few remarks on the American | 
title to Oregon, went intoa reply to arguments ad- 
duced by the opponents of notice; he professed him- | 
self friendly to peace, but not afraid of war. He, 
opposed all idea of casting the responsibility on the 
president, and professed himself opposed to all arbi. 
tration. 

Mr. Burt, opposed the notice; isisting that Great | 
Britain had rights in Oregon; had never ceased to as- 
sertand maintain them ever since Cooke’s voyages; 
and that we had repeatedly recogniaed them.— 
Whence he inferred that we could not with a good 
conscience insist on the while territory. He depre- 
cated war on such grounds; but pledged S. Carolina, 
if it came, not to be wanting to her duly. mit 

Mr, Garret Davis, contended that the giving of this 
notice committed congress to the whole ground as- 
sumed by the president on the question of our litle; 
if our title was as clearas the president assumed, 
we must never yield an inch of all Oregon; but he 
denied that it was, and went into a discussion in sup- 
port of his view. 

Mr. Smith, of Iil., next spoke in favor of notice} 
and of all Oregon. . ; 

Mr, Woodward, opposed the notice, believed our, 
title good to 49. ' 

Mr. Foster, spoke in favor of notice and of defen- 
sive preparations but was not satisfied our claim was 
valid to the 54th degree. ; Sy 

Messrs. Kell, Dodge, and Wilmot, spoke in favor of 
notice. 

Mr. King, of Ga., obtained the floor, and the com- 
mittee rose and the house acjourned. 

Monpay, Fes, 9. Mr. Thos. B. King, of Georgia, 
having the floor, addressed the committee mainly in 
view of the correspondence laid before the house on 





Saturday last, and approving of the British proposi- 


Mr. dams, rose and said, that there were two 
meanings to the words “clear and indisputable.”— 
Our rights against Great Britain were “‘clear and in- 
disputable,” as a question of right; but if that which 
was disputed, was to be considered as indisputable, 
then it was not so. But, added Mr. Adams, if all that 
Great Britain disputes is to be coasidered indisputable, 
then we shall have to invent some new term to ex- 
press our opinions. 

Mr. King, went on now to ask Mr. Adams why he 
did not so express himself when secretary of state and 
when President of the United States. Why till now 
he had refrained from these extreme claims on our 
part. After Mr. K. had concluded his speech 

Mr. Adams, arose and expressed himself at con- 
siderable length in reply to Mr. K., and in reference 
to the debate and to the present question now about 
to be decided. Having spoken for one hour, and his 
argument having been thereby interrupted, 

Mr. Charles J. Ingersoll, moved to suspend the one 
hour rule so as to allow Mr. A. to proceed. The 
committee here wasted over an hour in points of or- 
der, &c., &., and the motion of Mr. I. was finally 
defeated, in consequence of his fixing the suspension 
to last for four hours. [For Mr. Adams’ speech see 
page 377 | 

Mr. Haralson, of Georgia, after a strenuous effort 
to obtain the floor, made an earnest speech in favor 
of the resolution. 


Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, next spolse, maintaining that 


| our right up to 54° 40', was clear and unquestionable, 


and reprobated the course of Mr. Webster as a poli- 
tician and of a former administration for their sub- 
inissiveness in the Schlosser and McLeod affairs. 
Mr. Darragh, next obtained the floor, and spoke 
out the twenty minutss intervening till the hour of 3 
o’clock, at which the committce in pursuance to 
previous resolve proceeded to vote on the proposi- 
tion which had now been under debate since Janua- 
ry Sth. The original proposition was as follows: 
Resolved by the senate and house of representatives o 
the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States forthwith cause 
notice to be given to the government ot Great Britain 
that the convention between the United States and 
Great Britain, concerning the territory of Oregon, of the 
sixth of August, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, 
signed at London, [shall be annulled and abrogated 


| twelve months after the expiration of the said notice, 
goole. 


conformably to the secoud article of the said conven- 
tion of the sixth of August, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-seven.) 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, moved to strike out the word 
‘*forthwith.” 

The motion was agreed to without opposition. 

Mr. C. £ Ingersoll, some weeks since, while the 
resolution was- under debate, proposed to amend the 
same as follows: 

“Strike out the words ‘shall be annulled and abrogat- 
ed twelve months alter the expiration of the said notice, 
conforinably to the second article of the said conven. 
tion of the sixth of August, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-seven.’ and insert, ‘ehal] be annulled and abro- 
gaied at the expiration of the twelve months frum and 
afier said notice shal! be given, conformably to the se- 
cond article of the said convention of the sixth of Au: 
gust, eighteen hundred aad twenty-seven.’” 

The question now arose on this amendment, and 
it was agreed to without a division. 

The question on the amendment proposed on Jan- 
uary 7th, by Mr. Hillard, (as on page 311) to strike 
out ‘sorthwith cause notice to be given,” and 
insert, ‘be empowered whenever in his judgment 
the public welfare may require it, to give the no- 
tice,’ was then taken, and by 56 yeas, to 136 nays, 
was negatived. 

Mr. Dargan, here offered an amendment, (as on 
page 363) -‘that the differences are still the subject 
of honorable negotiation and compromise, and should 
be adjusted;” and also, that a line “‘due west to the 
coast south of Frazer’s river and then by the mid- 
die of the straits of Fuca to the ocean, should form 
our north boundary.” 

Mr. .shmun, moved a substitate, viz: that as the 
president has taken from congress the decision of 
the question of arbitration, that therefore the presi- 
dent be permitted to adopt such further measures in 
view of the responsibility which properly belongs to 
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him, as he may deem expedient without any furiher 
expression of opinion by this house, 

r. Ashmun’s amendment was disagreed to with- 
out a count, 

“Mr. Dargan’s amendment was then put to the vote, 
and its first clause failed by 96 in favor, 102 against 
it. Its second clause was then rejected, without a 
count being called for. 

Mr. Thomasson, of Ky., moved to insert ‘‘at such 
time as the president shall deem proper,” instead of 
the words “tat the expiration of twelve months from 
and after the said notice shall be given.” Nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Rockwell, here moved a long amendment con- 
sisting of an amendment to the body of the resolu- 
tion, a preamble, and a proviso which last ended 
with the words that “said notice ought not to be 
given till after the close of the present session of 
congress.”” Rejected. 

Mr. Ramsey, of Pa., then moved to add to the re- 
solution— 

‘Resolved, further, That the Oregon question 1s no 
longer a subject of negotiation or compromise.” 

Tellers were called, and Mr. Ramsey's proposition 
was rejected by nays 146, yeas 10. The ten who 
voted, amidst much laughter, in its favor, were 
Messrs. Ramsey, Wentworth, Darragh Sawyer, R. Smith, 
Yell, Douglass, McClernand, Hodge, and McConnell. 

Mr. Schenck, moved to add to the resolution the 
following additional resolution, viz: 

Resolved, further That the differences existing be- 
tween the vovernment ‘of the United States and the go- 
vernment of Great Britain in relation to the Oregon ter- 
ritory, are still the subject of honorable negot'ation, and 
should by that means be adjusted. 

The question on this resolution was also taken by 
tellers, who reported 101 in favor, and 99 against it. 

So the amendment of Mr. Schenck was announced 
to be adopted. Mr. Douglass, one of the tellers, said 
that it was possible there might have been an error 
in the count. The Chair then ordered another count. 
Mr. Ewing, of Pa., formally protested against dis- 
turbing a decision already pronounced. The Spea 
ker ordered another count. Mr. Schenck appealed. 
The committee refused to confirm the Speaker’s ur- 
der fora second count, by 90 yeas, 108 nays. So 
Mr. Schenck’} amendment stood agreed to. On Mr. 
Schenck’s motion, the committee then rose and re- 
ported the resolution with its amendments to the 
house. 

The house then proceeded to action on the bill, 
&c. as reported.. Mr. Dromgoole, offered 4s a substi- 
tute for the whole resolution, &c., the bill introduc- 
ed by him on the 3d inst. (as at page 363.) 

Mr Houston and Mr. Thurman, moved to amend 
Mr. Dromgoole’s bill by striking out its 3d sectiou.— 
The motions were negatived. 


Mr. Black, moved to amend by sub-tituting his 
proposition (as at page 363.) Mr. Black's proposed 
substitute was rejected without a count. 

And the question recurred on Mr. Dromgoole’s bill; 
when 

Mr. Boyd, moved to substitute for the same the 
following: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, ‘That 
the President ot the United States cause notice to be 
given !o the government of Great Britain thai the con- 
vention between the United States of America and G. 
Britain, concerning the territory ov the northwest coast 
of America west of the Stony Mountains, of the 6ih of 
August, 1827, signed at Londor, sha!l be annulled and 
abrogated twelve months after giving said notice. 

2d. And be it further resolved, That nothing herein 
contained is intended to interlere with the mghi and dis. 
cretion of the proper authorities of the two contracting 
parties to renew or pursue negotiations for an amicable 
settlement of the controversy respecting the Oregon ter- 
ritory. 

By yeas 110, nays 93, Mr. Boyd's proposition was 
adopted as a substitute for Mr. Dromgoole’s. 

Mr. Schenck, here raised a point of order, which 
he did not however press to an appeal, maintaining 
that it was out of the power of the committee to 
adopt a substitute for that part of the original reso- 
Jution which had been moved by him and agreed to, 
as the second sectivn of the resolution. 

The question was then taken by tellers, and the 
committee agreed to adopt Mr. Boyd’s proposition as 
a substitute for Mr. Dromgoole’s and for the original 
bill by 109 yeas, 94 nays. 

On motion of Mr. Peilit, the committee then rose 
and reported the resolution aud amendment to the 
house. 

Mr. Price, then called the previous question, and 
the house concurred with the committee in striking 
out the original resolution and also Mr. Schenck’s re- 
solution and inserting Mr. Boyd’s substitute by 172 
yeas, 46 nays. 

The question being then put that the resolutions be 
engrossed and read the third time, was passed in the 
affirmative by the following vote: 
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Yeas—Messre. J. Q. Adam:, Stephen Adams, An- 
derson, Arnold, Atkinson, Baker, Barringer, Bell, Ben- 
ton, Biggs James Black, Tames A. Black, Blanchard, 
Bowlin, Bovd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, 
Wm. G. Brown, Buffington, W. W. Campbell, J. H. 
Campbell, Catheart, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chip- 
man, Clarke. Cobb, Collin, Constable, Cullom, Culver, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Darragh, Jefferson 
Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, John 
H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gid- 
dings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Gro- 
ver, Hamlin, Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, 
Henley, Hilliard. Hoge, E. B. Holmes, Hopkins, Huugh, 
Georye S. Houston, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, J 
B. Hunt, Caarles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. John- 
son, Juseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geo. W. Jones, 
Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, Preston King, Lawrence, 
Leib, LaSere, Lewis, Levin Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClean, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, Me- 
Crate, McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, MclI!vaine, 
McKay, J. P. Martin, Barclay Martin, Morris, Morse. 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne, Perrill, 
Perry, Pettit. Phelps, Pollock, Price. Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts,Root, Runk, Russell, Saw- 
telle, Sawyer, Scammon, Scheuck, Seaman, Severance, 
L. H. Simms, Albert Smith, Thomas S:nith, Rubert 
Smith,Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. Joh, Strong, 
Svkes, Thomasson, Jas. ‘Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, Tibbats, Tilden, Towns, ‘Trumbo, Vance, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wick, Walliams, Wil- 
mot, Woodruff, Woodworth, Yell, Young, Yosi—163, 

Nays—Messrs. Abbot, Ashmun, Bayly, Bedinger, 
Milton Brown, Burt, John G. Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Cocke, Cullamer, Cranston, Crozier, Dargan, 
Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, 
Gentry, Grinnell, Herrick, Isaac E. Holmes, John W. 
Houston, E. W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunter, Juseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Leake, 
Long, Mars!:, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Rhett, Julius 
Rockwell, Jo n A. Rockwell, Seddon, A. D. Sims, 
Simpson, Truman Smith, Caled B. Smith, Stephens, 
Strohm, Thibodeaux, B.Thompson, Toombs, Treadway, 
Vinton, Winthrop, Woodward, Wright, Yancey—54. 

So the resolution was passed in the form, as pro- 
posed above by Mr. Boyd, and at 6 P. M. the house 
adjourned. 


Tuespay, Fes. 10. ‘The speaker laid before the 
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ir. K. then stated that he considered it was the 
duty of the president to have sent the whole of the 
correspondence called for, and that on a question jn. 
volving peace or war he could not be justified jp 
withholding any portion of it. This being the case 
as he could not know the whole of the facts, he had 
refused to vote atail. 

Mr. Rathbun, now demanded leave to explain why 
he did vote on the said resolution,—but was persuad. 
ed to withdraw the aprlication, and the house went 
into committce of the whole on the pension appro- 
gear bill, which occupied the remainder of the 

ay. 
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MR. ADAMS’ SPEECH ON OREGON. 
ON FEBRUARY 9TH. 








Mr. Adams commenced by observing that this was 
not one of those oecasions in which, notwithstand. 
ing the estimation of his good friend from Pennsy). 
vania, the speech he had formerly delivered on tho 
subject before the committee took from him the 
right of addressing it at this time. The only occa. 
sion when he had addressed the house at all durin 
the present session was on the bill brought here by 
the chairman of the committee on military affairs for 
the raising of two regiments of riflemen for the 
army. So far from the question then being the same 
| as that now before the committee, the main drift of 
|the few remarks Mr. A. had then made was the 
complaint that he had understood, by general re. 
port, current through the city, that the committee 
on foreign affairs bad determined not to report in 
favor of giving notice to Great Britain of tue term. 
nation of the convention respecting Oregon at the 
expiration of twelve months. On that oceasion, the 
honorable chairwan of the comuinittee on foreign 
alfuirs (Mr. C. J. Ingersoll) had stated, in his place, 
that no such determination bad been absvlutely 
taken by that committee, and that no member of the 
committee was authorized to make any such state- 
ment. Whereupon, gentlemen might, perhaps, re- 
member that Mr. A. had expressed himself as being 





house a correspondence in reference to the navie 
gation of the St. John’s and the Washington treaty 
of 1842. Also an abstract of the returns of the state 
militia. Also,a report in reference to duties. Also, 
a report from the mint. 

The committee on roads and canals reported a bill 
for the completion of the Cumberland road in Ohio, 
Indiaria, Lilinois, and to Jefferson city, Mo. 

The committee on the judiciary reported a resolu- 
tion in answer .o memorials that there ought to be 
no further alteration of the naturalization laws. 

Also, a resolution calling upon the secretaries of 
the war and navy departments, whether any officer 
of the army and navy is in the receipt of pay or en- 
gaged in the performance of duties other than those 
provided for by law. 

The bill limiting the receipts of the collectors and 
naval oflicers was reported froin the commiitee on 
enrolled bills and signed by the speaker. 

Mr. McCleliand, presented resolutions upon the 
Oregon question, adopted by the legislature of Mich- 
igan. 

Mr. Broadhead, asked for the consideration of a 
bill reported by him some time since in reference to 
the tonnage duties imposed on canal boats. After 
some debate the bill was reierred to the committe of 
the whole. 

The house went into committee of the whole, Mr. 
Broadhead m the chair. 

Fortification bill. Mr. McKay, asked the house tu 
take up the bill providing for fortifications. The 
motion was carried. 

Mr. McKay, stated that the bill made an appropri- 
ation, as reported, of avout $1,000,000. The last 
fortification bill appropriated ‘about two hundred 
thousand dollars less, and the previous one about 
half as much as the present. Previous to that, huw- 
ever, lhe sum appropriated was much latger than 
this. it was designed mainly for the ‘eontinuation 
of the defences which hud aiready been commenc- 
ed. Mr. McKay then moved an amendment, propos- 
ing $3v0.000 tor the armament of the fortifications. 
Alter debate this was agreed to, and the bill laid 
aside to be reported to the house. 

The revolutionary pension bill was then briefly 
considered in committee of the whole, after which 
the committee rose atearly hour. The committee 
reported the amendment to the fortification bili, 
which was concurred ia by the house. 

The bill was then passed and the house adjourned. 


Wepnespay, Fes. 11. Mr. Butler King, asked 
leave to explain why he did not vote on the Oregon 
resolution yesterday. Objection was made. The 
speaker decided that he might be heard. An appeal 
was taken, and the house decided to allow him to 





explain. Ayes 86, nays 63. 


glad to hear it, and as hopimg that, ina few days, a 
[report on that subject would be made, and that, 
; when made, it would ove made the first subject of 
consideration by the house, as being one of many 
highly important measures, the rest of which were 
to follow it. To his great gratification, within 
three days after, the report now before the commit 
tee was made; ani, as he had desired, it was made 
the first subject of any material importance for con- 
sideration by the house, and had so continued from 
that day to the present. 

Mr. A. had then said that he was in no condition 
to address the house, having neither the requisite 
power of body nor of mind; and he was in a situa- 
tion pow which rendered him far more incompetent 
than he had been then. 

At that time he had stated expressly that after 
great deliberation aud great reluctance, he had, 
twelve months before, declared that his mind was 
made up in favor of giving notice to Great Britain 
that the convention respecting Oregon should be 
terminated aller tie expiration of twelve months; 
that he continned to think so, and that he was ready, 
then, to aiopt any resvlulion giving that notice. 

Since that time the house had been engaged with 
all the ability he had ever witnessed, and which, he 
| must say, was unsurpassable, and with a patriotism 
unsurpassed by any deliberative assembly of any 
people in the world, upon that question. If his 
mind had not been tmade up already that the time 
was come for giving such notice, it would have been 
so from the arguiments brought forward during the 
debate; a debate as ably conducted and consummated 
on both sides of the question as any he had ever wil- 
nessed. He had endeavored, throughout, to keep 
his mind in as calm and impartial a state as if he had 
not considered the question velure. He had listened 
with all the attention he could consmand to what 
had been advanced on both sides; aud if his mid 
had not been made up in the most positive and li 
flexible manner, he did not know what might have 
been the result of the debate upon his opinion.— 
Every argument, every fact, every consideration of 
every sort that could have power over the humat 
mind, had been brought forward on both sides It 
was not for him to draw the balance of ability be- 
tween them; but he would say that never had there 
been a debate in which the subject in dispute had 
been more thoroughly examined and more perfectly 
exhausted than in this. The debate had left hia 
just where he was when it commenced; with a con: 
viction fortified by all that had been said, that We 
time was come in which notice ought to be given 
Great Britain that, alt the expiration of twelve 
months, the convention in regard to the Oreget 
territory must be terminated; and that at that im 
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the United Siates would put an cid to its durthes 
continuance. 

On this. point, however, Mr. A. had but little to 
say in. addition to what he had observed before, and 


toadd that he adopted all the arguments of those gen- 


tienen who had maintained the same side of the 
question. 


But he could not help saying that, in some parts 
of the debate, the discussion tad been drawn too 


much into personality. Mr. A. had been charged 
with inconsistency in his own course, and gentlemen 


had sometimes imputed to him motives not the most 
It had been said that 
Great Britain had some claims, [here some words 
were lost tothe reporter,] and no claim beyond that 
was admitted by the convention between the two na- 


atriotic or praiseworthy. 


tions. 


Mr. A. said that his situation was such as might 
ask some apology to the committee for the desul- 


reasons with which he should not trouble the house. 


He had been recently urged by his friends to say 
something on the question before the committee, but 
for a time he had thought it not to be necessary; and | 
when he came to the house this morning, he was) 


; 


[The clerk here read as follows, “And Gol sav, | 
| Let us make man in our imoge after our likenes-; | A-n-rica by Caristopher Columbus this was the law 


‘and let him have dominion over the fish of the sea, | of nations between all people professing to be Chris- 


‘and the fowlof the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
| that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man 
‘in his own image: in the image of God created he 
him; male and female created he them, And God 


; 





| 


| 





the diseoy ery of North and South 


P 
os i tithe 


tians; and so recognised, ackno wl-dged, admitted.— 
When Columbus came with a commission from Fer- 
dinand and Isabella, Sovereigns of Castile, Leon, 
and Arragon, dated in October, 1492, in the spring 
of the following year, | think in April, 1493, the 


‘blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, | Pope of Rome—at that time authorized to do it by 
‘and muitiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it;| the law of nalions--gave the whole continent of 
i “ ae. a] A, FF ~ . 

(and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over; North and South Amevica to Ferdinand and Isabel- 


‘the fowl of the air, and overevery thing that moveth | la. 


upon the earth.”’] 


‘have to any of the territory we possess. 


That, (said Mr. A.) in my judgment, is the foun- | U 
dation of our title to Ovegon, and of all the title we| the whole of the continent west of that line to Fer- 
It is the} dinand and Isabella, king and queen of Castile, 


He authorized them to draw a line from pole to 
pole, at the distance of one hundred leagues west of 
the Azores and the Cape de Verd Islands, and gave 


‘foundation of the title by which you, sir, occupy, Leon, and Arragon. 
ithat chair, and by which we are now called on to| 
‘occupy Oregon, and cannot do it without the termi-| 
tory character of what he should say, and this for nation of the convention in which we have agreed | 


that we will not occupy it. 


the real merits of the provisions of our convention 


‘given. It 
And here let me repeat the idea I urged when up. 
before: that there 1s a greal misapprehension as to 


with Great Britain respecting the Oregon territory. | 


rather despairing of an opportunity to take any part’ A very great misnomer fias been applied to that con- | 
‘vention in calling it a convention for Joint oecupan- 


in the discussion; nor should he have attempted to 
doso now but for the persona! appeal made to him 
by a gentleman (Mr. King, of Georgia) for whom 
he entertained great respect, and with who his per- 
sonal relations had always been of the most triendly 
kind, and who had hitherto ever observed the duties 
But, on the present occasion, the 
gentieman had commenced by what he conceived to 
have been a disorderly appeal to him of a personal 
character, and which was not 1» conformity with the 
rules laid down to regulate the course of de!yate in 
It was irregular, inasmuch as the gen- | 
tieman had put his question to Mr. A. in person, 
What rtgft 
had that gentleman to ask him, personally, any thing 


of that relation. 


that house. 
instead of addressing it to the chair. 


on that floor? 
|Mr. King, by leave, spoke in explanation. He 


had addressed his question to the chair; he had said 
that, with all due respect, he should like to ask the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, one ques- 
tion: the gentleman seemed to assent, and then he 
This, as he understou4, it 


had put his question. 


was not unparliamentary or irregular. He certainly 


had intended nothing that was unparliamentary or 


disrespectful.) 

Mr. Adams resumed. He did not believe that the 
gentleman meant to be disrespectful or unparliamen- 
tary: yet he certainly thought his question unparlia 


mentary; he was willing to believe it was nol person- | 


ally disrespectful. Mr. A. had ans vered it as explicit- 
ly, as undisguisedly, as directly as his heart and 
mind could suggest: and with that reply he might 
have concluded wiat he had to say. 
the circumstance now only because it was the final, 
and indeed the only reasun whiy he now addressed 
the committee. 

Mr. A. had said before that he was ready to give 
to Great Britain the notice proposed by the cowmit- 
tee on foreign affuirs; but he had not entered into 
all the reasons which had brought him to that con- 
tlusion. He had been willing to leave the balance 
of the debate with the comauittee, and to say ay to 
any oue of the several propusitions as to the form 
of giving notice of the terminatiun of the conven- 
tion—froin the positive and uncunditional declara- 
lion of the report of the chairman of the committee 
on foreign affairs, duwn to the last and most timid 
of all the resolutions which had been before the 
Committee. ‘The more pusitive they were, the bet- 
ler they suited his mind. But, by way of compro- 


mise, and with a desire lo show as slroag a majority | 


a possible on the final voie, he would consent to go 
ur the least positive and the most conciliatory of 
them all, He wanted to terminate the convention: 
4 lo the mode and manner in which it ssould be 
done he was willing to adupt that which should be 
ie most concilutury. He would agree to almost 
any forin of doing it, provided only that congress 
Siould- say that the convention siiould coutinue in 
“ice ho lounger. 

So much tad been said, and with so much ability, 
On the question of title, that he believed it would 
be almost a waste of time in him to say any thing 
More about it; unless the chairinau had on the table 

‘lore tim a little book that the speaker sometimes 
Smployed in administering the solemnity of an oath 
© meinbers elect before they were ad.aiited to seats 
in that hall. If that book was there, he would thank 
the clerk to read from it what he considered as the 
err of our tile to Oregon. If he would turn 
: the 26th, 27th, and Qt verses of tue first chapter 
Mi the conumiuttee would see what Mr. A. 

late ted the foundation of the title of the United 

ates to the Oregon territory. 


He referred to | 


‘ey It is not a convention for joint oceupation, but, 
It is, in fact, a promise that. 
neither power will occupy the territory for an inde- 


| of Non occupation. 


‘finite time—at first for ten years, but subsequently 


‘extended indefinitely—till notice of twelve months, 


‘should have been given from one power to the other. | 


This stipulation is the restriction which fetters our 


i hands, and prevents us from occupying the country | 
-and carrying out that Law of God which the clerk. 


has just read to us from the Holy Seriptuces. 
If our controversy respecting Oregon had been 
i with any other than a Christian nation, I could not 


quote from that book: if we were in dispute with | 


the Chinese about the territory, it would be a ditfer- 
ent question. 


So it is a different question between, 


-us and the savages, who, if any body, have now the | 


‘rightful occupation of the country; because they do 
‘not believe the book, (which | suppose the members 
‘of this house generally do; because [ see thein going 
“up to that chair and taking their oaths upon it—and 
some of them kissing it, in token, as [ suppose, of 
‘their respect fur it.) But, as between Christian na- 
‘tions, that command of the Creator lays the founda- 
‘tion of all titles to land; of titles to territory; of ti- 
‘tles to jurisdiction; of titles to the eminent domain; 
of titles to individual property. All these. it is true, 
‘follow from other sources sudsequent to that, but 
‘that is the foundation of them all. 
| | will ask the clerk to read another short extract 
‘from that same book: he will please to read the 8th 
' verse of the second P-alm. 
[ Vhe clerk here read as follows: “Ask of me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.’ 
| Mr. A. Will the clerk read one or two verses 


avhich precede that passige—showins to whom it! 


‘refers. 

| [The clerk here read as follows: “Then shall he 
'speak unto thein in his wrath, and vex them in his 
isore displeasure. 
‘holy hill of Zion. 
| Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son: this day 
‘have | begotten thee.’ 


Mr. A. resumed. That is the personage to whom 
this promise was made, lo give him the neathen for 
his taheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession. ‘That verse is understood, | be- 
lieve without exception, by ail commentators, to re- 
fer to our Saviour Jesus Carist)  [t was Jesus Chris¢ 
who was to have the ‘‘ullermost parts of the earth 


for his possessivn.”? Now, ail Ciristendoin, before 


it was then heid, with a few exceptiuns, by all, 


Christians and all Cnristian nations, (1 am speaking 
now of the law of nations,) that the Pope was the 


‘representative of Christ upon earth; and from this, 


‘verse in the Psalms, and from another verse near 
‘the close of one of the Gospels (Matthew) where it 
lis said that Jesus Cneist, after nis resurrection aud 


'befure his ascension to heaven, said to his aposties: | 


“All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth: 
'Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptising | 
tnem in the name of the Father, and of the Son, of | 


with you always, even unto the end of the world .”— 


of Rome asserted, and for many ages it was admit- 
ted by ail Christian people, that he had the power to 
give to any king or Kingdom he pleased authority to 
go and suddue bardarous nations, and possess them- 
selves of territories occ ipied by such Darbarians aud 
to convert them to Christianity. 








Yet have | set my King upon my 
[ wiil declare the decree: the! 


Do I say that this 1s one of our own titles to Ore- 
gon? | must say so, though [ think as little of it as 
any man can. It was a good title when it was 
was the faith of all the Christian na- 
tions of Europe at that time that such a title was 
valid; and it was under such titles that all territory 
was acquired fora tine. The Pope was in the cus- 
tom of giving away not only all barbarous countries, 
with their inhabitants, but at times civilized coun- 
tries too. He dethroned sovereigns, laid their king- 
do.ns under an interdict,and excommunicated them; 
and all this was submitted to. And the government 


of Great Britain at this day holds Ireland by no ° 


other tithe. Three hundred years before the grant 
to Ferdinand and Isabella, Pope Adrian gave Ireland 
to Henry II. of Eugland, and England holds the is- 
land under that title now, unless indeed she sets up 
another title by conquest; but Ireland, if in form 
conquered, lias been in almost perpetual rebellion 
ever ~ince. Hngland has been obliged to reconquer 
her some half duzen times, and if she means to do it 
again now, she must begia soon [A laugh.] The 
question has been raised whether Lreland shail be in- 
dependent, and if we got into a war with Eugiand it 
will be a pretly serious matter for her to maintain 
her title. 

I cannot say absolutely that our title under the 
grant to Ferdinand and Isabella is a good tithe —I 
should rather say itis in itself invalid, Our title is 
founded on that general authority granted to man by 
his Creator to “repleaish the earth and subdue it,” 
It was agrant of the Creator to manas man, aad to 
every individual in his individual capacity so much 
as should be portioned out to him; but that was a 
question for the whole race to accommodate among 
themselves; that 1s, for communities to say what 
should be their respective metes and bounds; and 
when, they were formed it became a matter of legis- 
lation to determine particular territorial rights of 
property. 

Between nations this must be regulated by com- 
mon consent. In that way the laws of nations (which 
consist of nothing but the customs of nations and the 
treaties they mutually enter into) have regulated 
how every spot and inch of the entire territory of the 
globe shall be occupied. it is by virtue of such con- 
ventional agreements that you sir, hold the seat you 
occupy, and that [do nol: and that no other indivi- 
dual can take it from you. 

Our title to Oregon has the same foundation.— 
Whep the discovery of Columbus came to be realiz- 
ed as a matter of great importance, other nations 
took 1t into their heads to plant colonies in this con- 


tinent; and then arose qiestions and controversies of 


the tune of Luther, so understood the passage; and _ 


ithe Huly Ghost; teachin: them to observe all things, | 
whatsoever | have commanded you; and lo, | am, 


Ou the bases of these passages of Scripture the Pope | 


‘the whole continent from pole to pole? 


rights between them which have never been sel- 
tled to this day. Our tithe to Oregon is one of these 
questions. ‘Title to territory is drawn from various 
sources. 

We have been told that title to a river, and to all 
the territory drained by thatriver and allits branches, 
is derived trom discovery and exploration of the riv- 
er. And this has been partially agreed to. It is ge- 
nerally allowed as couferring a right—and on this it 
bas been said we can maintain our authority to the 
valley of the Columbia. 

But this is not the foundation of our title here. If 
genllemeo will turn to the Lst volume of Hazard’s 
State Papers they will find a charter given by Cnarles 
I to the colony of Massachusetts Bay, in whieh that 
monarch gives her all of this continent lying between 
the parallels of 40° and 48°, from sea to sea. This 
was the first charier granted to any one on this con- 
tinent. ‘The saine sort of charter was given to Vir- 
ginia. The particular parallels of Iititude | forget, 
but itextended from sea to sea. Other American 
charters derived from kings of Ragland also extend, 
like these, from sea to sea. But what right had these 
British sovereigns to give away this coutinent in por- 
tions lying between certain designated parallels of 
jatitude any mure than the Pope had to give away 
W nat better 
right had a king of England to do this than the Pope 
of Rome? Yet the very gentlemen who sit bere and 
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divide the Spanish title, hold their own state territo- 
ry by grants and charters from British kings, and they 
must rely upon them to sustain their right to their 
own territory. If the territory of Virginia, for in- 
stance, was to be disputed, I ask those gentlemen to 
tell me whether their right in the territory on which 
Richmond stands, or Norfolk, does not rest on just 
such grants? If they say these convey no right, 
where will they go for their title? ‘They wil! imine- 
diately go to the charter of James the first: they 
must go there; they can go no where else—unless 
they pretend to a right by conquest under the Dectia- 
ration of Independence. We all rely on such char- 
ters. In this building, at this very hour, there is a 
contest going on between my own beloved Massa- 
chusetts, and the state of Rhode Island which I love 
almost as much, which turns entirely on a charter 
from William and Mary: who, by the by, were 
usurpers: what right had they to give away this con- 
tinent? | was reading the other day the history of 
a contest between Spanish arbitrators and the wise 
Queen Elizabeth—in which the Queen says that 
the Pope had no mght to make grants of unoccu- 
pied and barbarous territory: she could discern no 
right he had, and his grants created no valid titles. 
Etizabeth was very wise in this; but [I ask what 
right had she to make such grants any more than the 
Pope? ; 

] come down to the pretended principle that dis- 
covery of the mouth of the river gives title te all 
the territory drained by that river, (which is the 
ground on which we claim the valley of the Missis- 
sippi,) is paréel of the right which you hold your 
title. On this point I go, again, to the charters grant- 
ed by the kings of England. They had no regard to 
rivers. The charter of Massachusetts is toso much 
of the continent as lies between 40 and 48°, and be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean, without any 
regard to the mouths of rivers or to any thing else. 
The kings of Europe following the example of the 
Pope made grants to this continent and elsewhere 
upon such principles as they thought proper. When 
they found that the discovery of the mouth of a river 
would be for their advantage, they claimed that all 
the territory drained by such river was their own, 
and they granted itto whom they would, and on such 
terms as suiled themselves. In this way Louk YIV 
granted to Crozart power to trade with the Missis- 
sippi, he granted him no land—but gave him power to 
trade in the Mississippi valley; yet we hold by that 
very charter. The river had been discovered, how- 
ever, before by British subjects. 

All these titles are imperfect. The mere disco- 
very of a river or of an island confers no title in it- 
self. Exploration comes next: this gives something 
more of a title. Then continuity and contiguity, 
both, in giving some degree of title: but none of them 
all give a perfect title, in and of themselves. No- 
thing is complete in the way of title but actual pos- 
session; aud that is all we wantto have a *“‘clear and 
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‘*[t is agreed that any country that may be claim- 
ed by either party on the northwest coast of America, 
westward to the Stony Mountains, shall. together 
with its harbors, bays, creeks, and the navigation of 

. he . 
all rivers within the same, be free and open for the 
term of ten years from the date of the signature of 
the present convention, to the vessels, citizens, and 
subjects of the two powers.” 

Is that ocevpation—joint or several? No such 
thing. It is Non occupation; it is an agreement to 
leave the country free and open to all the world for 
ten years. ‘It being well understood”—here’s the 
protest—‘‘it being well understood that this agreement 
is not to be construed to the prejudice of any claim 
which either of the two high contracting parties may 
have toany part of the said country, nor shall it be 
taken to affect the claims of any other power or state 
to any part uf the said country.” 

I beg the committee to take good notice of what 
follows, for | mean to draw my argument from it:— 
“The only object of the high contracting parties be- 
ing to prevent disputes and differences amongst them- 
selves.” 

This is my answer to the gentleman from Georgia. 
That is the only object of the convention. That be- 
| Ing the only object, and the article being limited to 
| ten years, is it not the obvious and definite conclusion 
that at the end of the ten years the difficulties must 
an come up again for settlement? Is not this a suffi- 
‘ciently clear protest against the claims of Great 
| Britain? and not only so, butof any other party con- 
cerned in the treaty? What is the other party con 
‘cerned? [t is Spain: and this was a clear admission 
'that Spain had rights there which were not to be af- 
fected by the convention. This was in 1818. The 
| Very expressions show that both parties understood 
that the question of their respective rights was not 
tv be settled for ten years, but would come up again 
\at the end of that period. It was equivalent to as 
full and explicit a claim to the whole of Oregon, as 
we now make. It was an agreement that for ten 
years the whole country was to be open to both par- 
ties without either of them exercising exclusive ju- 
| risdiction. 
| Let me observe, then, what was our title and 

what was Great Britain’s. In that negotiation, and 
_in the subsequent negotiations, and even to this day, 
Great Britain has claimed no exclusive jurisdiction: 
she does not now claim any. She says she has no 
litle to il: she pretends to none; but then she says 
also that we have none, but that Oregon is an open 
| country—occupied (as far as it is occupied) by. bar- 
_barous people only. She says the country is open 
to all; she does not claim exclusive jurisdiction.— 
But | promise you she will before all is done: she 
will claim any thing you will Jet her have: she will 
claim, in the end, exclusive jurisdiction over the 
whole territory. She now claims to keep the coun- 
try open for the purpose of hunting; to keep it in a 
barbarous state, as a hunting ground. It wiil be of 
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SPEECH OF MR. BENYTON. 





IN SENATE JANUARY 22p, 1846. 


The following are Mr. Benton’s remarks on the 
question of the augmentation of the navy: 

Mr. Benton, said that he had not made any war 
s hes, because he had not seen any thing to jus. 
tify it. He had not seen any thing to justify war 
speeches or war measures. ~The bill which was now 
before the senate was brought forward as a war mea. 
sure. It was so intimated by the secretary of the 
navy; it was so advocated by the chairman of the 
committee on naval affairs; and it so appears on the 
face of the bill itself. It wasa war measure. We 
were now brought to the point when the senate of 
the United States were called on to present, in the 
face of Europe and the American people, their opin. 
ion of approaching war. That was the question 
which we were now to present in the face of Europe 
and America. He apprehended that they had not 
reached that question, and for himself he was ready 
to pronounce against it, going in toto against the bill, 
framed in accordance with the recommendation of 
the secretary of the aavy. What was the bill? The 
first section authorised the building of ten steam- 
ships, or vessels of war, three of them of the class 
of frigates. ‘The second section gave an absolute 
power to the president, authorising him to put into 
instant active service all the vessels now on the 
stocks. The contingency in which the president was 
to exercise his discretion was not even stated, and 
therefore the authority was absolute. The section 
authorised the president to bring into active and im- 
mediate service every ship on the stocks and in or- 
dinary, without stating the contingency which should 
take the authority from coigress. Another section, 
the last, proposed to abolish the limitation as to the 
number of men, and the amount of naval force was 
to be left without any limitation whatever. For the 
purpose of carrying out the object of the bill, five 
millions and three-quarters were to be appropriated, 
In addition to the ten steamships of war, two mil- 
lions were proposed to be added by the amendment 
of the senator from Indiana, [Mr. Hannegan.] lt 
_was not, however, in the bill; and he would not fur- 
ther allude to it. What were these expenses now? 
| They were six million three hundred and ninety 
thousand dollars; and it was proposed to add five 
millions and three-quarters—mak ing, in all, twelve 
millions in one year for the navy of the United 
States! Were we, after our experience six years 
ago, when a great party was overturned, and when 
the argument was used that the government should 
| be administered for thirteen millions, and that it 
/would be wasteful and extravagant to go beyond 
that amount, were we now to vote twelve millions 
\ for the navy? Bul did westophere? We must have 
‘our armament, our guns; and every gun required at 
‘least ten men, and every man required two hundred 
land twenty-six dollars for his support. So that 





indisputable” title to Oregon. We want possession— | no benefit to her from the mo-vent it shall be settled | when we vote for a certain number of guns, we voile 


occupation. 


We have made two conventions with Great Bri- | country is cultivated by persons who settle it for | gun! 


ty people who till the ground; irom tbe time the 


fer a certain number of men, and ten men for every 
If, then, we vote an addition to our navy lo- 


tain—one in 1818, and another in 1827—conventions | purposes of agriculture, her claim is good for noth- | day of five hundred guns, we vote for the addition 


by which we did not agree to any joint occupation, 
vr any thing hike it. In the days of Jack Falstaff, 
(who was so facetiously alluded to the other even- 
ing by the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Starkweather, ) 


ing; itis abolished. There is the difference between 
‘the British claim and ours; we claim Oregon that 
| We may improve the country and make its deserts 
to biossom as the rose. We claim it that we may 


‘of five thousand men to the naval establishment.— 
| With this there was to bea repeal of the limit of 
enlistment. The biilcame forward as a war mea- 
‘sure; for, be asked, could anybody point to a naval 


a ceriain Doll Tear-sheet once said: “These villains |esiavlish laws, till the ground: that we may ‘subdue | peace establishment which required twelve millions 
will make the word captain as odious as the word |the earth,’ as has been commanded by God Al- | per annum, without counting the men to be enlisted 


occupy, Which was an excellent good word before it 
was il sorted.” 

I fear that before long this word joint occupation 
will become as odious as Falstaff’s said trul! feared 
1, would be; it is so often “ill sorted.”” ‘There is no 
oveupation of Oregon; occupation is what we want, 
arnt what | would get by putiing an end to the con- 
vention of 1827. What is that convention? The 
gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. King,) in his person 
al remarks @ little while ago, called upon me to say 
why | agreed to that convention; and yet how | can 
now say that the American title is goud to the whole 
of Oreg in? 

{[Mr. King rose to correct the statement. Tlic 
question he had asked was, not why the -houora- 
bie gentleman had agreed to the couvention, but 
why he had not entered a protest against the British 
ciaim. | 

Mr. Adams. I answer, according to his own idea, 
that in the case of the first convention | was acting 
in a subordinate capacity as secretary of state toa 


most excellent and estimable man, for whose memo- | 
ry I shall ever cherish the highest regard, James 
Monroe; and as to the second conveniivn, which 
was made during the time that I occupied the office 


of presicent, | tell that gentleman if be will read it 


he wall find it contains a formal protest against the 
claim of Great Britain. I have the conventions here, 


and will read from them. Mr. A. here quoted the 
third article of the first convention: 


mighty. She claims it that she may keep it open as 
|a hunting ground—that she may buat wild beas«s in 
jit: she claims it, of course, for the benefit of the wild 
| beasts [a laugh] as well as the savage nations that 
‘roam over it. 

| I hope I have answered the gentleman from Geor- 
| gia, as to the reason why I did not, in words, protest 
jagainst the claims of Great Britain, but having 
'agreed to continue the claims of both nations just 
(as they were for ten years, and subsequently until 
‘notice should be given by ove of the parties, I now 
/wish to put an end to the convention by giving such 
notice, 

| want Oregon for our western pioneers. 1 want 
‘it ws a theatre for the display of that characteristic 
'of our people which is embodied in the phrase ‘go 
laead.” | want ut, that it may grow into a great 
uation like this, and become a tree, independent, 
and sovereign republic; instead of remaining a hunt 
ing ground jor beaver and buffalo, or a savage de- 
sert. 

{ now come to the second convention. The first 
| was to continue for ten years. This very provision 
| shows that it was not intended by the parties to be a 
| permanent state of things; itshows there was a claim 
jin arrear,and one which we meant to assert and to 
}mmaiutain as time and circumstances should cender 
jexpedient. Please to observe the difference in the 
phrasacology employed. ® * * * 

Here the hour allotted to Mr. A. expired. 





' 
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afterwards, swelling the entire amount to $13,000,- 
'000, when the expeuses of the whole governmeut, 
according to the estimates, were but twenty-one mil- 
lions? If the bill reported by the senator from 
Maine, (Mr. Fairfield,) should be adopted, leaving 
out the proposition of the senator from Indiana, 


thirteen millions, out of the twenty-one millions, for 
naval defence. He was oppused to the bill, on ac- 
count of the enorwity of appropriation for any $10- 
gle arm of national defence—more than_ that, he 
was opposed to it asa war measure. He was Op- 
posed to it, because he was not willing that the Ame- 
rican senate should, by passing it, declare to the 
American people and to Europe, that we had aa 
idea of war, und therefore deem it necessary ' 
make warlike preparations. He trusted that he had 
some fair perception of what every nation was boul 

to ao for itself. He had given some proof of this 
heretofure. He had voted for appropriations for 4 
judicious increase of the navy of the United States, 
according to the matured policy which was adopted; 
and that was, to uppropriate about a million a yeat 
for a gradual aod regular increase of the navy, 9" 

iis armament, and equipment. He would, and 6 
expected to vole for tnis. He had, then, in specific 
appropriations, shown that he was not at all blind “ 
the propriety of defence. We could all recollec 

that ten years ago we had a large surplus of moneys 
and that various plans were presented for disposing 





(Mr. Haunegan,) we should have this amount of 
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of it. Heat that time presents l one for the pe cms sity fora squad nb in.the Mediterranean tha a the | all the pows rs of Europe, they could only look ty 
Jont defence of the country, appropriating the whole Chesapeake Bay, to protect our commerce. Pere | aruptuce with the United Siates on the Oregon 
amount for’ this purpose; but it was subsequently | was nanecessity, ina peace point of view, or a war) question, * * * 

givided among the states. He was not utunindful| point of view, for doubling our navy, as now pro- ° * * * » 


of the duty of preparing, in times of peace, for war; i posed by this bill. He would go against it as @ war) Lord Aberdeen said very promptly and frankly 
and was Now ready, as he already had said, ty goon| measufe. The motion which he should make WA&S,) that it would be improper to disguise that, with the 
with an appropriation for the permanent defence of that the bill be postponed to some day far distant 10 | sincerest desire to avoid it, they were obliged to 
the country according to the matured policy and the session. Everybody said they would not want) Jook to the possibility of a rupture with the United 
system on which the governmen! had acted for thir- | the vessels for some tine, and therefore he saw san Sates; and that in sucha crisis the warlike prepa- 
ty years. From the conclusion of the late war, | necessity fora war measure to-day. If gentiemen) rations now making would be useful and important; 
down to this time, the government had acted on this | were ready for the question, he would vole against) but he stated at the same time, very positively and 
olicy, duly matured arid considered. Phis he was} the bill; but if they were disposed to lay it over for | distinetly, that they had no direct reference to such 
ready to carry forward, but he was not willing toa few months, to see what will turn up, he bad 00/a rupture; and would have been made in the 
depart from this policy, this systeni, and plunge into ‘objection. Mr. B. (at the suggestion of several s€- same way, and to the same extent without regard 
qa war measure, when every thing around us indicat- | nators) moved that the bill be postponed until the, to the relations of Great Britain and the United 
ed peace. if war should come, then he would vote | first Monday in May. States. 


adequately, with no stinted hand, everything which | a. He also adverted to the fact that such prepara- 
Service of the country required. He wasagainst| ~~) . " rs hb oil eile : i} 

bi Pifirig the navy, be oad the limit adverted to in | THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. pot taggthns i tod actually making had been commenced 

jnereasing avy, bey , before the relations between the United States and 


7 ‘or ‘ 4 } 2 
time a] Par hy ¥ wat gy be arnt mi Py A ner : i Great Britain had become as serious as they now 
4 alf-way: § agi F sasure 28 elatiy , 
one thing, not hati-way; he was against any : vmmuuicating the correspondence relative (0 anpeared to be, and therefore conld not at that time 


ee bs | « ‘ lo j J , “ef ! iu a . Py . ° 
which was questionable or debatable on its face; and Oar coy and British PREPARATIONS FOR WAR. have had any connexion with difficulties which had 


ed that his position, war or peace, would ‘ , , 
poets Paethowatiie he Pe Fe arr etn Kea Peattcls “Pa cpotel kip “Hastctie. since grown out of the Oregon question. He thought 
neve que: dle. : ’ . too, that the representations as to the extent of the 


yith regard \o this subject, act clearly, distinctly, 7'o the House of Representatives of the United States: | ; 

yee definitively, that meinauetrs may ion be deceiv-| In compliance with the request of the house of re- Sadana ahaa wiki rt de- 
ed. We have not precisely a naval peace establish- | presentatives, in their resolution of the 3d instant, I Lafermed to 4 distant Fobides | 7 et the ss 
ment. Since be had been here, various bills had | herewith communicate a report from the secretary makiae env addition to rg éld Te Be Pais 
been brought in for this purpose, and the question }of state, with the accompanying correspondence | He ge os ‘he’ ielodt setiemiee at ° Paints 
discussed. In 1841, the senator from Virginia, (Mr. which has tuken place ‘between the secretary of sete Of thelf ore ahetions Here the ie iitientic ¥ ‘ 
Archer,) reported a bill for the organization of a State and the minister of the U. States at London,” * principal ha pe onal habs cul he ai whi “ 

permanent peace establishment. Restriction after | and “between the government of Great Britain and he thought could hte “tr dae (1 cand stat 
restriction had been prescribed by congress. Then | this government, in relation to the country west of wewastio feos the United Staite: ad tat ; pei 

the whole number was eight thousand men, and | the Rocky Mountains, since the last annual MES) of che number of vieaht Yataele in li Cie tse 
the estimates six millions of dollars; but the ad- | sage of the president” to congress.  eraft:'whiall W knasaced Hine? Ben Ren 0 te : 
ministratiun of that period run up the number of JAMES K. POLK. | 45 adopt. and “hun ha eoniteduell’ We the ph ig a a 
men and officers, in the twinkling of an eye,to| Washington, February 7, 1846. | to Of duatichal aties” Bar shen *h oug ae tt . 
eleven or twelve thousand, at an expense of eight | —  eaaitalasions ay ante i rs ann € dea the 
millions of dollars; and a plan was sent in by which | TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. aa : setedh meh by. of a ats ait aus 0 4 W is6 
the number might be carried up to fifteen thousand; Department of state, Washington, Feb 5, 1846. adhe etl Of tte antite a ‘iene GP be iy 1a 
by adding an acditional number of guns to the navy,! The secretury of state to whom has been referred Be REA tain | peace FOt se 
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and for what purpose? That of putting a squadron, 
consisting of two ships of the line and eight smaller 
yvessels—where? In the Mediterranean sea, and for 
the avowed purpose of protection, when there was 
not the vestige of a pirate to be fuund there! Sub- 
sequently, however, the naval establishment was re- 
quired to fall back to eight thousand men by the ex- 
piration of the period of enlistment. Since that time 
some further legisiation had taken place. 


[This part of Mr. Benton’s remarks was inaudible 
tothe reporter, and therefore he cannot venture to 
give it.] 

He asked the ‘friends of the navy,” those called 
so by way of pre-eminence—though he was himself 
a friend of the navy—what they conceived would be 
the consequence of keeping up so large a naval es- 
lablishiuent in the country? What would be the 
eflect of such a war establishment, when our desti- 
ny, resulting from the laws of God, and from geo- 
graphical position, as well ‘as our listitutions, is 
peace? Did gentlemen consider what wouid be the 
elect of a permanent naval war establishment in 
time of peace? Great Britain had no idea of such 
athing as that; she who keeps upanavy for the 
purpose of offeuce as weil as deience, even she 
had no idea of keeping up a wear establishment in 
lime of peace. The ordinary expenses of her navy 
were from five to six mullions sterling, or less than 
one-third the amount of her war. establishment.— 
Aud were we to have a navy at the samme expense 
In peace as im war?—increased twice the amouut of 
What it was? Were we to double, and take one 
jump from six millions to twelve? He was ullerly 
opposed tu it, and he wished gentiemen to lovk to 


lie organization of a paval peace establishment.— | 


At the close of General Jackson’s administration, 
lour thousand men and an expenditure of three or 
lour millious for the navy, were considered extra- 
Vagaut. But they had doubled since. And were we 
prepared tu double and double, and carry six mil- 
ious to twelve millions? He repeated, that theve 
Wa8 bow in the estimates from the navy departinent, 
vie million and fifty thousand doilars {or the increase, 
repair, and armament of the navy. He would vote 
lor that with pleasure. And with this regular in- 
crease he thought that we were going on as fast as 
the country increased, and a great deal faster. The 
World had changed. ‘Thirty years ago the West In- 
dies and the Mediterranean were infested by pirates; 
but now the whole world was reduced to order, and 
commerce was safe everywhere. In the Mediter- 
rauean sea there was no more danger than in the 
Vhesapeake Bay. And it would be far better that 
ur ships should remain in the Chesapeake Bay, that 
ie honey might be spent at home, and not auroad. 
‘ they were not to remain in the Chesapeake Bay, 
them be distributed, according to the idea of dis- 
ah Uling offices, tu the seaboard towns, that every 
“de may have bis share. ‘There was no more neces- 


j i Pavan jf j chon! , 
ia resolution of the house of representatives of the ein‘ avid we Bens Bd on wy raat tah eng 
3d instant, requesting the president to communicate rn mallets yeh Boot Bs angrier My! oage 
Net ptr hey age his: . €d his disclaimer that they had particular or direct 
ito that house, ‘‘so far as, in his opinion, is not in- referance to a rupture with the United Stat 
‘compatible with the public interest, all correspon- O ni ag a ed a : s nad SaPeS OR the 
dence which has passed belween the government of eis Sher he actus one trey y 
Great Britain and this government, or by or between In regard to my own opinion upon this subject, 
any of the officers of said goverment, in relation (to which the president has been pleased to desire, 
the country west of the Rocky Mountains, since 7 % . 
ithe last annual message of the president to this). . * ; may (ie , 
“house,” has the hovor to lay before the president the it is altogether probable that the possibility of other 
accompanying papers. difficulties from other quarters in Rurope 
All which is respectfully submitted. ! _ 7 . 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
| MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. MCLANE. 
| Departinent of state, Washington, Dec. 13, 1845. 
Srre: * + a % 
a 7” * - ~ 
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| may have its influence in dictating the policy of the 
extensive preparations in progress in ail parts of the 
_kingcom, and with unabated confidence in the frank- 
ness and straightfourwardness of Lord Aberdeen, and 
| without meaning to distrust ia the slightest degree 
the sincerity of lis disclaimers in our recent con- 
The president has received information frum a] versation, 1 do not think it ought to be assumed by 
variety of sources, which he cannot disregard, that | any one that warlike preparations upon such a scale 
| Great Britain is now making extensive warlike pre- | as that upon which they are undeniably making here 
|parations. Asher relations with all the powers of} could not have even an indirect reference to the 
Europe seem at present to be of a peaceful charac- | possibile contingency of a rupture with us. And 
ter, the prevailing and natural inference here, is that | at the same time it is perfectly obvious that they 
these preparations look to a rupture with the United! are in a great degree, and especially so far as they 
Stales on the Oregon question. It is of vast impor- | consist of an augmentation in the number of steam 
tance that this government should, as early as possi- | vessels and of the naval marine generally, precisely 
ble, ascertain their true character. You are there-' of the character to be the most appropriate and the 
fore instructed to embrace the first opportunity of most useful in a war with our country. [ am not 
bringing this subject to the notice of the Karl of Aber-. prepared to say, nor do | deem it material to decide, 
deen, in such a manner as you may deem most expe- | how far we have a right to expect an explicit dis- 
dient. ad ® S * _claimer of the character and purposes of the war- 
® * * The president is | like preparations tow making by Great Britain un- 
also anxions to learn your own opinion upon this sub- | der the cireuinstances. They may be the dictate of 
ject with the least practicabie delay. Iam, &c. _ various motives of policy, and the result of many 
JAMES BUCHANAN. | causes; and without attempting to assign Lo each iis 

Louris McLane, esq, &c., &c., &e., | particular influence, lam by no means prepared to 
ch | admit that the apprehension of difficulties with the 

tad leita al! ill? Meals oo | Umted States had oo share in them; and itis very 

London, Jan. 3, 1846. | clear that if a rupture with the United States should 

Sin: L received on the 29th of December, your| STOW out of our present difficulties, this country 
despatch, dated the 13th of that iwonth; and on the will be as fully and effectually prepared for it at all 
day following, I sought an interview with Lord | points, and for ali possible purposes, as if that, and 
Aberdeen, in order that, in conformity with your in-| that alone, had been the object of all her warlike 
structions, ( might bring to his notice the warlike, Preparations. She will be in a situation to act and 
preparations making by Great Britain, and, if pos | strike as promptly and signally as she could have 
sible, ascertain their real character and object. | been with her energies exclusively directed to that 
It will not escape you that upon such a subject it, ead; and | feel it my duty to add, that not to expect, 

is not always easy to obtain. very categorical an-/!@ case a rupture becomes unavoidable, that this 
swers, or entirely definite official information; and [| 80Verument, thus in complete armor, will promptly 
did not doubt that a frank personal conference was | aid vigorously exert her utmost power to inflict the 
the best if not the only mode of obiaining any satis- | utmost possible bjury HPOM cur country and all its 
factory information whatever. interests, would not be doing justice to such a crisis. 





. R } 
In introducing the subject, I adverted at the same | * * > + * 
tine to the information tue president had received | » + x * ~ 
from a variety of sources, of the extensive warlike | * ow , e 1 think 


preparations making by Great Britain, and the na-| it ought to be expected, indeed from all I learn | 





cific state of the relations of Great Britain with this government wall be to strike its heaviest blow 


OT AT ELA AIS 


tural inference upon his part that ip the present pa- | cannot doult, that, in case of hostilities, the aim of 
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at the commencement, in the expectation of being 
thereby enablee to shorten the duration of the war. 
*- + * * * 
| have the honor to be, &c. 
LOUIS McLANE. 

The Hon. James Bucnanan, 

Secretary of state, Washington. 
MR. PAKENHAM TO MR BUCHANAN. 
Washington, Dec. 27, 1845. 

An attentive consideration of the preser.t state of 
affairs, with reference to the Oregon question, nas 
determined the British government to instruct the 
undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary, again to re- 
Shenae in pressing terms to the government of the 

nited States the expediency of referring the whole 
question of an equitable division of that territory 
to the arbitration of some friendly sovereign or 
state. 

Her majesty’s government deeply regret the fail- 
ure of alltheir efforts to effect a friendly settlement 
of the conflicting claims by direct negotiation be- 
tween the two governments. 

They are still persuaded that great advantages 
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ham of the 30th of Aucust last, by which the presi- 
dent had asserted, in the most solemn form, the title 
of the United States to the whole territory. Even if 
there were not other conclusive reasons for declin- 
ing the proposition, this alone would be deemed suffi- 
cient by the president. 

The president heartily concurs with the British 
government in their regret that all attempts to settle 
the Oregon question by negotiation have hitherto 
failed. He cannot, however, concur with that go 
vernment in the opinion that a resort to arbitration, 
and especially on the terms proposed, would be fol- 
lowed by happier consequences. On the contrary, 
he believes that any attempt to refer this question 
to a third power, would only involve it in new diffi- 
culties, 

In declining this proposition, the president refers 
to the sentiment expressed in the note of the under- 
signed of the 30th of August last, to which allusion 
has already been made, that he “cherishes the hope 
that this long pending controversy may yet be finally 
adjusted in such a manner as not to disturb the peace, 
or interrupt the harmony now so happily subsisting 
between the two nations.”’ 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 


would have resulted to both parties from such a mode; to renew to Mr. Pakenham assurances of his dis- 


of settlement, had it been practicable, but there are 
difficulties now in the way in that course of proceed. 
ing which it might be tedious to remove, while the 
ia:portance of an early settlement seems to become 
at each moment more urgent. 

Under these circumstances, her majesty’s govern- 


ment think that aresortto arbitration is the most pru- | 


dent, and, perhaps, the only feasible step which could 
be taken, and the best calculated to allay the existing 
effervescence of popular feeling which might other- 
wise greatly embarrass the efforts of both govern- 
ments to preserve a friendly undersianding between 
the two countries. 

The government of the United States will see in 
the proposal which the undersigned is thus instruct- 
ed to make, a proof of the confidence of the British 
government iu the justice of their own claim. They 
will also see in it a proof of the readiness of the 
British govern nent to incur the risk of a great sacri- 
fice for the preservation of peace and of their friend- 
ly relations with the United States. Jt is made in a 
spirit of moderation and fairness of which the world 
will judge 

‘The British government confidently hope that the 
government of tie United States will not reject a 
proposal made with such a friendly intention, and 
for a purpose so holy. 

There is nothing in it, they are convinced, not 


tinguished consideration. 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Right Hon. Ricuarp Paxennam, &e., &c., &e. 
MR. PAKENHAM TO MR. BUCHANAN. 
Washington, Jan. 6, 1846. 
The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has had 





state of the United States, dated the 3d instant, in 
answer to that of the undersigned, dated Q7th ult., 
containing a propossal for referring the question of 
an equitable partition of the Oregon territory to the 
arbitration of some friendly sovereign or state. 

The undersigned will take an early opportunity 
to transmit this communication to her majesty’s go- 
vernment. 

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. 
Buchanan the assurat.ce of his distinguished consi- 


| deration. 
R. PAKENHAM. 
To Hon. James Bucuanan, &c., &e. 





MR. PAKENHAM TO MR. BUCHANAN. 
Washington, Jan. 16, 1846. 

With an anxious desire to contribute by every 

/means in his power to a satisfactory conclusion of 


| the question pending between ihe two governments, 


perfectly compatible with the strictest regard for | respecting Oregon, the undersigned, her Britannic 


the honor and just interests of both parties, particu- 
larly when it is considered of what smali value to 
either is the portion of territory which in reality 


| Majesty’s envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tenuary, has reflected on the contents of the note 
|addressed to him on the 3d inst., by the secretary of 


the honor to receive the note of the secretary of 





This declaration, arising froma conviction equally 
sincere, will, the undersigned is persuaded, be view. 
ed with the same consideration by the government of 
the United States, as they expect that their own de. 
claration should receive at the hands of the goverp. 
ment of Great Britain. 

This premised, the object of the undersigned j, 
addressing to Mr. Buchanan the present communi. 
cation, is to ascertain from him whether, supposin 
the British government to entertain no objection to 
such a course, it would suit the views of the United 
States government to refer to arbitration, not, as hag 
already been proposed, the question of an equitable 
partition of the territory, but the question of title in 
either of the two powers to the whole territory, sub. 
ject of course to the condition that if neither should 
be found, in the opinion of the arbitrator, to possess 
a complete title to the whole territory, there should, 
in that case, be assigned to each that portion of ter. 
ritory which would, in the opinion of the arbitrating 
power, be called for by a just appreciation of the 
respective claims of each. 

Pie undersigned has suggested a reference on 
the above principle to some friendly sovereign or 
state. 

This the undersigned believes to be the course 
usually followed in such cases; it is that which has 
already been resorted to by the two governments, 
(and more than once.) But there may be other 
forms of arbitration, perhaps more agreeable to the 
government of the United States. 

There might be, for instance, a mixed commission, 
‘with an umpire appointed by common consent; or 
‘there might be a board, composed of the most dis- 
tinguished civilians and jurists of the time, appoint. 
ed in such a manner as should bring all pending 
questions to the decision of the most enlightened, 
impartial, and independent minds. 

n the present position of affairs, and feeling how 
much the interests of both countries require an early 
as well as an amicable and satisfactory adjustment 
of existing difficulties, the undersigned earnestly in- 
vites the secretary of state to take the subject of 
this note into consideration, with a view to such an 
‘arrangement on the principle of arbitration as may 
seem to the government of the United States to be 
most just, wise, and expedient. 

The undersigned takes advantage of this opportu- 
lnity to renew to the Hon. James Buchanan the as- 
surance of his high consideration. 

R. PAKENHAM. 
To the Hon. James Bucuanan, &c., &c., &e. 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. PAKENHAM. 
Department of Stale, Washington, 4th Feb. 1846. 
The undersigned, secretary of state of the United 
States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the note of Mr. Pakenham, her Britannic Majesty's 











forms the subject of controversy, compared with the | state of the United States, in answer to that which! envoy extraordinary aud minister plenipotentiary, 
importance o1 preserving a state of peace and good | (je undersigned had the honor to address to him on ‘ dated on the 16th ult., by which he again proposes a 


will between two such nations. 

The undersigned takes the advantage of this op 
portunily to renew to the Hon. James Buchanan the 
assurance of his high consideration. 

R. PAKENHAM. 

To Hon. James Buchanan, &c., &., &e. 

MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. PAKENHAM. 
Department of state, Washington, Jan. 3, 1846. 

The undersigned secretary of state of the United 

States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


ithe 27th of Jast month. 

| The note of the undersigned proposed to the go- 
;vernment of the United States, that the whole ques- 
tion of en equitable partition of the Oregon terri- 
‘tory should be referred to the arbitration of some 
i friendly sovereign or state. 

| lo bis answer, the secretary of state informed the 
‘undersizued that his proposition could not be accept- 
‘ed. That it did not propose to refer to arbitration 
‘the question of the title to the Oregon territory 
claimed by the two powers respectively. ‘That in 


reference of the Oregon question to arbitration.— 
Under his present proposition, the powers of the ar- 
bitrator would not, as in his last, be limited in terms 
- to the division of the territory between the partes, 
but would extend to the question of their conflicting 
titles. There is, however, a condition annexed to 
this offer which exposes it to the same objection, in 
point of fact, if not in form, which was prominenily 
presented in the answer of the undersigned to Mr. Pa- 
kenham’s last proposal. This condition is, “that if 
neither [party] should be found, in the opinion of the 





the note of Mr. Pakenham, her Britanmic majesty’s | proposing to refer to a friendly sovereign or state’ arbitrator, to possess a complete Utle to the whole 


envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, 


merely, the partition or equitable division of the ter- 


territory, there should, in that case, be assigned lo 


dated the 27th ult., by which, under instructions | rilory between the two parties, it assumes the fact*each that portion of territory which would, in the 


from his govern vent, he proposes to the government 
of tue United States “the expediency of referring the 
whole question of an equitable division of that (ihe 
Ovegon) territory to the arbitration of some friendly 
sovereign or stite.” 

The undersigned has submitted this note to the 
president, who, after having bestowed upon il that 
respectful cousideration so eminently due to any 
proposition emanating from the British government, 
has instructed him to give to it the following an- 
swer. 

The British government do not propose to refer 
to arbitration the question of the title to the Oregon 
territory, claimed by the two powers, respectively, 
It is a proposition to refer to a friendly sovereign o 
stute, merely the partition or ‘‘equitable division” 
of that territory between the parties. [t assumes 
the fact thatthe title of Great Britain to a portion 
of the territory is valid, and thus takes for granted 
the very question in dispute. Under this proposi- 
tion, the very terms of the submission would contain 
an express acknowledgment of the right of Great 
Britain to a portion of the territory, and would ne: 
cessarily preclude the United States from clat.ving 
the whvle before the arbitrator. This, too, to the 
face of the note of the undersigned to Mr. Paken- 


ihat the title of Great Britain to a portion of the 
territory is valid, and thus takes for granted the 
'very question in dispute. ‘That under this proposi- 
‘tion the very terms of submission would contain an 
jexpress acknowledgment of the right of Great Bri 

tain to a portion of the territory, and would neces- 
sarily preclude the United States from claiming the 
|whole territory before the arbitrator; and this, too, 
tie secretary uf state goes on to observe, in the face 
of his note to the undersigned of the 3Uih August, 
| by which the president had asserted in the most so- 
‘lemo form the title of the United States to the 
| whole territory. 

| It ss nut the purpose of the undersigned in the 


' , . ) 
/present note to renew the discussion as to the title 


of either party, Great Britain or the United States, 
‘to the whole or to any part of the Oregon territory. 


He must, however, beg leave, «ith reference tu the, 


observation which he had just quoted, to remind the 
United States secretary of state, that if the govern- 
inent of the United States have formally advanced a 
claim to the whole of the Oregon territory, it is no 
Jess certain that Great Britain bas, in a manner 
equally formal, declared that she, too, has rights in 
ihe Oregon territory, incompatible with the ex- 
‘elusive claim advanced by the United States. 


} opinion of the arbitrating power, be called for by a 
just appreciation of the respective clans of each.’ 
if the government of the United States should con- 
sent to an arbiiration upon such a condition, this 
might, and probably would, be construed into an 10 
Uumation, il nut a direct invitation, to the arbitrator 
to divide the territory between the parties, Were 
it possible for the president, uader any circum- 
stances, tu consent to reier the subject to arbitration, 
the title, and the title alone, detached from every 
other consideration, is he only question which would 
be submitted. If not confined to q single point, 80 
Strong ‘is the natural disposttron of arbitrators 10 
please both parties, that im almost every instance, 
whether of nationa! or individual controversies, they 
make acompromi-ing award, We have a memor 
ble example of this in our-last arbitration with 
Great Britain. Notwithstanding that the arbitrator, 
under the terms of the sub.uission, was clearly and 
explicitly confined to the decision of which was l¢ 
line of highlands described in the treaty of peace Ma 
1783, yet, mstead of pursuing any range of hig 
lands whatever, he advised that the line should rua 
along the bed of a river, and actually divided me 
territory in dispute between the parties by “the m! 
| dle of the deepest channel of the St. John’s.” 





\ 





——— 


The und 
the prevel 
yalions CO 
the 3d ult 
jy that th 
clining th 
which ha 
pressly as 
any atten 
would onl 

The unc 
single rea 
culty of s 
other cons 
clusive on 
ence of t 

which ca 
character 
citizen, or 
believe th 
proper su 
under pec 
stake were 
stood upor 
perable ob 
extent of 
sion? It e 
tude alon; 
stretches 
mountains 
prosperous 
It lies con 
ledged tert 
at no dista 
This territ 
commerce 
conducted 
continent; 
to the Unit 
and other 
yet, vast a 
gle, safe, < 
extremity | 
titude. 

It is fai 
again to op 
of the tw 
sufficient fc 
the Preside 
tile in exi: 
Under this 
for his co 
by any po 
republic of 
ferring this 

Neither 
nearly equa 
invaluable 
lively sma 
Oregon wo 
doubtful v; 
gress of hu 
enough en) 
whilst to th 
legral and 
gain to Gre 
whilst the | 
rable. 

The und 
consideratic 
of the title 
solely for tt 
President ar 
should: wit! 
government 
Place it wi 
Matter how 

The Pres 
ment of Gr 
controversy 
as given 
World. He | 
On the earth 
of commerc 
More able o 
Our the inte 

he unde: 

renew to J 
Consideratio 

ight Hon, 
‘SS0tneneneeens 


TH) 
rem. 
The navig 
about whict 
and concer; 
than knowl. 
°rs some acc 





ee 
—~ 


qually 

view. 
nent of 
wn de. 
overn- 


ned in 
Mm Uni- 
Posing 
tion to 
United 
, as has 
uitable 
title in 
'y, sub- 
should 
posses, 
should, 
of ter. 
itrating 
. of the 


nce on 
eign or 


course 
hich has 
nments, 
é other 
e to the 


mission, 
sent; or 
nost dis- 
appoint: 
pending 
rhtened, 


ing how 
an early 
justment 
estly in- 
bject of 
such an 
1 as may 
tes to be 


opportu: 
n the as- 


HAM. 
c. 


. 1846. 
e United 
eceipt of 
Majesty's 
lentiary, 
roposes a 
ration.— 
»f the ar- 
in terms 
eB parties, 
ontlicting 
inexed to 
ection, in 
yminenily 
o Mr. Pa- 
, “that if 
ion of the 
the whole 
ssigned lo 
sid, im the 
d for by 8 
of each.” 
ould con- 
ition, this 
nto an in: 
arbitrator 
3, Were 
y circum: 
rbitration, 
rom every 
uch would 
2 point, 80 
trators 1 
] instance, 
rsies, they 
, memora 
tion wit 
arbitrator, 
learly and 
oh was tae 
f ace 0 
re Pe high- 
should rua 
livided the 
y “the mid 
¥g,”? 











—— oo 








=_---~ 


The undersigned might content himsel!, in answer to 





the prevent proposition, with a reference to the obser- Expedition which he commanded, executed a com- 
yations contained ia his last note to Mr. Pakenham of plete survey of the Columbia river from its mouth to 


the 3d ult. 


In that, it was plainly intimated not on- | Vancouver—which is the head of navigation for sea- 


jy that there are “other conclusive reasons for de- going vessels—and is distant between 80 and 90 
clining the proposition,” independently of the one | miles from the sea. A complete hydrographical re- 


which had been prominently stated, but it was ex- 

ressly asserted as the belief of the President, ‘that 
any attempt to refer this question to a third power | 
would only involve it in new difficulties.” 

The undersigned will, however, proceed to state a 
single reason which, apart from the intrinsic diffi- 
culty of selecting a suitable arbitrator, as well as 
other considerations that might be adduced, is con- 
clusive on the mind of the President against a refer- 
ence Of this question to arbitration, in any form 
which can be devised, no matter what may be the 
character of the arbitrator—whether sovereign, 
citizen, or subject. This reason is, that he does not 
believe the territorial rights of this nation to be a 
proper subject for arbitration. It may be true, that, 
under peculiar circumstances, if the interests at 
stake were comparatively small, and if both parties 
stood upon an equal footing, there might be no insu- 
perable objection tosuch a course. But what is the 
extent of territory in dispute on the present occa 
sion? It embraces nearly thirteen degress of lati- 
tude along the northwest coast of the Pacific, and 
stretches eastward to the summit of the Rocky 
mountains. Within its limits several powerful and 
prosperous states of the Union may be embraced.— 
Jt lies contiguous, on this continent, to the acknow- 
ledged territory of the United States, and is destined, 
atno distant day, to be peopled by our citizens.— 
This territory presents the avenue through which the 
commerce of our western slates can be profitably 
conducted with Asia aud the western coastsof this 
continent; and its ports, the only harbors belonging 
to the United States to which our numerous whalers 
and other vessels in that region can resort. And 
yet, vast as are its dimensions, it contains not a sin- 
gle, safe, and commodious harbor from its southern 
extremity until we approach the 49th parallel of la- 
titude. 


Jt is far from the intention of the undersigned 
again to open the discussion of the conflicting claims 
of the two powers to the Oregon territory, It is 
sufficient for him to state the contnued conviction of 
the President, that the United States hold the best 
litle in existence to the whole of this territory.— 
Under this conviction, he cannot consent to jeopard 
for his country al) the great interests involved, and 
by any possibility, however remote, to deprive the 
republic of all the good harbors on the coast, by re- 
ferring this question to arbitration. 


Neither is the territory in dispute of equal, or 
nearly equal, value to the two powers. Whilst it is 
invaluable to the Uniled States, it is of compara- 
tively small importance to Great Britain. To her, 
Oregon would be but a distant colonial possession of 
doubtful value; and which, from the natural pro 
gress of human events, she would not probably long 
enough enjoy to derive from it essential benefits; 
whilst to the United States it would become an in- 
legral and essential portion of the republic. The 
gain to Great Britain:she would never sensibly feel; 


whilst the loss to the United States would be irrepa- 
rable. 


The undersigned is perfectly aware that such 
considerations can have no bearing upon the question 
of the title Bf either party. They are presented 
solely for the purpose of explaining the views of the 
President in his refusal to adopt any measure which 
should) withdraw our title from the control of the 
government and people of the United States, and 
Place it within the discretion of any arbitrator, no 
Matter how intelligent and respectable. 


The President cordially concurs with the govern- 
mentof Great Britain i desirimg that the present 
controversy may be amicably adjusted. Of this he 
has given the strongest proof befure the whole 
World. He believes that, as there are no two nations 
onthe earth more closely bound together by the ties 
of commerce, so there are none who ought to be 
more able or willing to do each other justice, with- 
Our the interposition of any arbit: ator. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to 
renew to Mr. Pakenhaw the assurance of his bigh 
Consideration. JAMES BUCHANAN. 

ight Hon, RicHarp: Pakennuam, &e., &c. 
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THE COLUMBIA RIVER. 


The navigation of the Columbia river, being a topic 
about which there is likely to be much discussion, 
me concerning which there is already more talk 
ban knowledge, we propose to lay before our read- 
*t$ some accurate information concerning it. 


—_—— 














port of the work was made to the government. 

In the published narrative of the Expedition (ihe 
small edition) the general result of the survey is 
stated in various passages, which we have collected 
and here subjoin: 

“On the 26th of April, at6 A. M., we made Cape 
Disappointment, [the northern cape of the mouth 
of the Columbia river] which wesoon came up with. 
A heavy sea, caused by the strong winds that had 
prevailed several days, was running. |, notwithstand- 
ing, stood for the bar of the river, after making eve 
ry preparation to cross it; but on approaching it | 
found breakers extending from Cape Disappointment 
to Point Adams [the southern cape of the river] in 
one unbroken line. ° . ° . 


‘“‘Mere description can give little idea of the ter 
rors of the bar of the Columbia: all who have seen 
it have spoken of the wildness of the scene and the 
incessant roar of the waters, representing it as one 
of the most fearful sights that can possibly meet the 
eye of the sailor. ‘The difficulty of its channel}, the 
distance of the leading sailing marks, their uncer- 
tainty to one acquainted with them, the want of 
knowledge of the strength and direction of the cur- 
rents, with the necessity of approaching close to un- 
seen dangers, the transition from clear to turbid 
water—all cause doubt and mistrust.’ Vol. [V., 
p. 293. 


Under these circumstances—and finding that the 
Sandwich Island pilot, who professed to know all 
about the bar, really knew nothing about it, and too 
much pressed for time, to wait there for a more fa- 
vorable state of wind and weather, Capt. Wilkes 
hauled off and stood on towards the Straits of Fuca. 
The U.S. ship Peacock was subsequently lost in at- 
tempting tv cross the bar, and the only vessel of the 
squadron which entered the river from the sea, was 
the schr. Porpoise. 


‘*The Columbia, opposite to Astoria, is four miles 
wide, but in the middle of the river is an extensive 


sand-bar, with only a few feet water on it, and at | 
extreme low tides it is bare; the channel is very | 
‘narrow on both sides, and extremely difficult to na- | 


vigate. At Astoria there 1s only space for a dozen 


vessels to lie at anchor, and it would therefore be | 
Vol. ' 


difficult to accommodate any extensive trade. 
IV. p. 322. 

I witnessed the Columbia at its greatest and least 
heights, and no idea can be formed of it unless seen 
at both these epochs. The flood is a very grand 
sight from the banks of the river at Vancouver, as 
it passes swiftly by, bearing along the gigantic forest 
trees, whose immense trunks appear as mere chips. 
They frequently lodge for a time, in which case 
others are speedily caught by them, which, ob<truct- 
ing the flow of the water, form rapids, until by a 
sudden rush the whole is borne off to the ocean, and 
in time lodged by the current on some remote and 
sevage island, to supply the natives with canoes. | 
also witnessed the undermining of large trees on the 


banks, and occasional strips of soil: thus does the | 
river yearly make inroads en ils banks and changes | 


in its channel. Vol. 1V., p. —. 


“The Columbia now [end of August] was very 


different in appearance from what it had been in the 
month of June. The stream was confined within 
its narrowest limits, and 
water mark. The Indians were now encamped on 
the strands over which the volumes of water had 
rushed, in its swollen state, with irresistible force.— 
Vol. V., p. 123. 

“It now became important that the two larger 
vessels should be got to sea as early as possible. I 
therefore determined to seize the first opportunity 
that should offer for crossing the bar. Acting Mas- 
ter Knox and Passed Midshipman Reynolds were 
now ordered to the Porpvise and Oregon, for the 
purpose of piloting them to sea when an opport- 
nity should serve. In Baker’s bay we found the 
Cou pany’s schoener, Cadborough, which had been 
waiting three weeks for an opportunity to gel over the 
bar. * * * a * 


“On the 5th, the prospect of passing the bar be. 
ing favorable to the Company's barque, Columbia, 
which had been lying off and on for the last week, she enter- 
ed. Shortly after, | determined on muking the at- 
tempt to getto sea. Wequickly got the vessels un- 


der way, and in an hour afterwards we had passed | 


the bar in safety. 

“The Cadborough followed our example and went 
to sea also. Her master, before we got under way, 
had strong misgivings as to undertaking the risk at 
so late an hour, 35 P. M., both of the day and the 
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tide. The vessels of the company never attempt to 
pass either in or out, unless the opportunity is such 
as will warrant the master in making the altempt.— 
They consider that there is sufficient risk at the best 
of time, and are unwilling to inerease it. I have al- 
ready stated that the entrance of the Columbia is imprac- 
treable for tino thirds of the year. This arises from the 
fact that it can never be entered at might, and in the 
day, ouly at particular times of the tide and diree- 
tion of the wind. Untike all known ports, it requires 
both the tide and the wind to be contrary, to insure 
any degree of safety. Vol. V. papes 144 5. 
‘‘Vancouver may be said to be the head of navi- 
gation for sea-going vessels. A vessel of 14 feet 
draft of water, may reach it in the lower stage of 
the river. The Columbia at this point makes a con- 
siderable angle, and is divided by two islands, which 
extend upwards about three miles to where tbe up- 





|p. 327.” 


was 19 feet below high | 


per branch of the Wallamette joins it. Vol. IV., 


From these passages it will be perceived, that as a 
seaport or harbor of refuge, the Columbia offers no 
attractions, since even vessels of such light draft as 
brigs and schooners are obliged to lie off and on at 
anchor for days and weeks before attempting to en- 
, ter, or go oul—that its channel is tortuous and shift- 
|ing throughout its whole length—and that in Captain 
| Wilkes’ opinion it is impracticable for two thirds of 
the year, to enter the river atall. 
| At Astoria, the place where a harbor may best be 
/established, there is rovin for only a small number 
‘of vessels—and the channel there is cut in two bya 
‘shallow sand bair—and is very narrow on each side 
iof it. 
| Steam-tugs, doubtless, may do much to diminish 
‘the delays and dangers of the bar—but they cannot 
change the facts of an insufficient harbor within, and 
ia difficult and shallow channel up the river. 





Above Vancouver the navigation is entirely in 
|Mackinaw boats and canoes—and even that is inter- 
‘rupted by successive cascades and rapids, where all 
‘the cargo is necessarily carried over portages, anid 
‘the boats are laboriously dragged up the falls. The 
first obstacle east of Vancouver, is the Cuscades, ex- 
ltending for something like two miles. After sur- 
|mounting that, there is a smooth and unbroken boat 
‘navigation (according to Captain Fremont, who de- 
scended from the Rocky mountains to Vancouver, 
and there connected his reconnoisance and surveys 
with those of Capt. Wilkes.) of some 45 miles to 
the Dalles, an extraordinary spot, where the whole 
volume of tie waters of the Columbia rushes through 
a rocky trough—in one place not more than 54 yards 
across—and in the course of two miles fails about 
50 feet. Here, as at the Cascades, the portage is 
nearly two miles—and the process of forcing up the 
ewpty boats is painful and perilous. From this 
point to the Wallawallah—rapids are frequent and 
the navigation difficult, 

| ‘Lhe descending navigation at the period of the 
high waters, 1s comparatively safe, easy, and rapid. 
(A regular communication is kept up between Mon- 
treal and Hudson Bay with Vancouver. The peliries 
and furs of the company are thus sent down, and 
from Vanconver the scattered posts are supplied 
with all needed stores, received there by vessels di- 
rect from England. 

The line of 499 will throw the whole of the Co- 
lumbia, except its northern branch, far within our 
‘territories, including Vancouver, Nisqually or Pu- 
geU’s Sound, and the other establishments of the 
Hudson Bay company throughout this territory, 
siriking the waters that divide Vancouver’s Island 
from the main, about six miles (according to Capt. 
Wi.kes’ surveys) south of the outlet of Fraser's ri- 
ver, and throwing within our limits Puget’s Sound, 
Admiralty inlet, Hood’s canal, and the Straits of 
Fuca, with all their admirable harbors. 

If this line with all its advantages can be obtained 
by the concession of such a boon, as the free navi- 
gation of the Columbia, to the commerce of England 
~ that navigation being such as is described in the 
extracts and information we have given above from 
Capt. Wilkes and Capt. Fremont’s repori—should 
there be a moment’s hesitation about the conces- 
sion? What substantial benefit is yielded, what right 
‘impaired, what shadow cast upon our authority, by 
/such aconcession? On the other hand, whata series 
\of evils from the continuation of the controversy 
/between this country and England about Oregon, 
may not be entailed upon us, by a passionate or per- 
_tinacious adierence to «hat those who really under- 
istand the merits of the case, know to be a-mere 
-empty punctilic? 

We appeal on this point from prejudice, from ig- 
norance, and frum party, to the sound sense and en- 
lightened patriotism of the country at large. Let 
‘their voice be heard, and in the actual posture of 
| this affair it will not be disregarded.—W. ¥. Cour. & 
Enq. 
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STATE DEBT AND FInANCES.—Abstract of the re- 
port of the committee on finances on the debt, reve- 
nue, and expenditures of the commonwealth: 
Revolutionary war debt, bearing 6 per cent. inter- 


est 

War debt of 1812, bearing 7 per cent. 
interest 

Internal improvement debt, bearing 6 
per cent. interest 

Internal improvement debt, bearing 5 
per cent. interest 

Internal improvement debt, bearing 
5} per cent. interest 

Debt for subscription to bunk stock, 
bearing 6 per cent. interest 


The aggragate debt of Virginia is 


This debt is held as follows: 


By state agents under the control of the legisla- 
$1,406,021 51 


ture 
By private citizens of Virginia 
Amount held in other states of the 
Union 
Amount held in Europe 


5,201,047 70 


$24 039 17 
319,000 00 
1,3¢5,300 00 
25,300 00 
450,107 90 





47,384,793 87 





2,910,695 15 





621,878 00 | 
2,466,199 21 | 





; 
' 
} 
j 





Funds and resources of the commonwealth. 


Amount of stock and loans paying in- 
terest 

Amount of stocks and improvements 
paying dividends 

Funds paying no interest or divi- 
dends 


Total amount of funds held by the 
state and its agents 


| 


1.631,475 03 | 


4 , tures. 
4,747,326 62) 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. The state of Virginia, | Bank stocks—to wit: 42,137 shares 





like the state of Marytand, is unfortunately split into, 
$12,749,192 12 so many geographical sections and interests, that it 


— 





| Deficiency m the fund for internal im- 


provement to meet inlerest on pub- 
lic debt 
Miscelianeous disbursements 


163.600 00 
46 680 93 





Probable disbursements in the current 
fiscal year 


$643,985 70 


Estimated receipis from the tax bill reported to the house 
f delegates, January 1846: 


Estimated receipts $731,807 00 
Probable balance in the treasury, Ist 
October, 1846 191.516 00 





Estimated resources of the treasury, 
for the fiscal year, ending 30th Sep- 
tember, 1847 

Estimated ordinary expenses 


923,323 00 
650,000 00 





Prebable balance in the treasury, 1st 
October, 1847 





The committee have recommended a reduction of 


rear 10 percent. on the ordinary subjects of taxa- 
tion. 


The estimated balance in tie treasury after the 
reduction, at the close of the next fiscal year wil! be 
$273,323. The same rate of taxation embraced in 


$7,384,793 87 the last tax bill would increase the balance to near 


310,000 The accumulating balances in the treasu- 
ry are $62,873, $128,643, and $51,317 on the respec- 
tive years of 1845-'46, and 1847, making the total 


$6,370,390 47 | balance of $273,333 on the Ist of October, 1847. 


jt is thus manifest that the revenues of the state 
are in a floursshing condition notwithstanding the 
reduction of taxes by the two preceding legisla- 
[Richmond Eng. 


isexceedingly difficult for any one project of improve- 
No portion of the principal ef the public debt can | ment to rally a sufficient number 


273,323 00. 
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| Of which sum they have productive stock 
i 
! 


be called for previous to the year 1850; and only | in its behalf, to ensure success in the legislature. As! 


about one million of dollars can be demanded at any | an instance, and in proof of this, as well as for the! 


period whatever. 


The committee express the opinion that the 6 per ly eloquence of the the appeal il coptains, we ex- | Stocks in railroad companies 
cent. bonds of the state might be sold abroad at a) tract fromthe Richmond papers the following speech | Stocks in navivation companies 


premium of 15 or 20 per cent. 


| valauable statistics introduced, and the gushing man-| 


} 


The sales of the new bonds at 20 per cent. pre- | 


mium, would discharge one-fifth of our public debt 
The -commit- 


from the proceeds of the premiums. 


tee recommend this plan for the payment of the | 
public debt in preference to a direct payment from | 


the treasury or by a sinking fund. 


The aggregate of funds and resources of the com- 
monwealth in nominal amount greatly exceed the 


public debt. 


| 
i 


Estimate of the public receipts for the year ending 30th, 


September, 1646: 
From tax on lots and lands 
On slaves 
On horses, &c. 
On watches 
Ou clocks 
On coaches, &c. 


Tax on interest on money loaned, Xe. 


On yearly income 

On attorneys 

On physicians 

On licenses 

Other sources of revenue 


Estimated receipts ctl 
Balance in the treasury Oct. Ist, 1845 


Available means im the treasury for 
the current fiscal year 

Estimated expenses for the same pe- 
riod 


Probable balance in the treasury Ist 
October, 1846 


Probable disbursements. 
General assembly 
Officers of government ad 
Criminal charges and guards of jails 
Peuitentiary house 
Joutingent expenses of courts 
Militia establishment 
Public guard at Richmond 
Commissioners of the revenue and 
clerks for examining commission. 
er’s books 
Lunatic hospital at Williamsburg 
" ” at Staunton 
Institute for the deaf, and dumb, and 
blind 
Interest on cirtificates of public debt 


of Mr. Pendleton, merely premising, that— 
Notwithstanding the public voice had united in 


found in the way, and the first and one of the most 
plausible of all the proposed projects, had already 
been negatived, portending a similar fate to every 


proposed. 


House of Delegates, Janwary 13, 1846. 
Remarks of Mr. Penpteron, of Gites and Mer- 


calling loudly upon the legislature for some sufficient | 
action at tits session, the usual difliculties were still | 


| 
| 


; 


‘subsequent proposition. A motion to reconsider was | 


| 
| 


| Stocks in turupike companies 
| Loans to various companies, &c. 
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tnen of this commonwealth, it should be regarded ag 
settled upon every principle of prescriptive mgij. 
nor should even the ingenuity of the gentleman be 
permitted to disturbe it. I have always understoog 
the gentleman to belong to that party that denieg 
that the general government possessed the power to 
meke such improvements, and held that it was oye 
of the powers never granted to that government. Anq 
Where, 1 ask, does the power resule, if not in the 
state legislature? Sir, it does belong to the state, s, 
an inherent attribute of sovereignty, and is a power 
necessary and indispensable to the existence of q 
government, with no other limitations than that im. 
posed by the character of the work and the means 
of accomplishing it. ‘I'o an enquiry into these con. 
siderations I invite the attention of the house. | 
wonld refer to the report of the second auditor of 
the 30th September, 1845, shewing the debt and re. 
resources of the commonwealth: 

Amount of internal improvement debt 


$5,528 665 36 
Amount of debi for subscription to banks 


450,107 09 


$5,978,772 36 
At 6 per cent. perannum $4,898,462 36 
At 5 per cent. per annum 1,655,000 00 
At 55 per cent. ner annum 25.300 00 





$5,978,772 36 
Stocks held liy state agents and not in- 
claded in the above 1.406.021 52 


ee eee 


Total apparent debt $7,384,793 87 
This latter sum is not properly a debt, being held by 
state ugents tor the state, and should be deducied; and 
when so deducted, leaves an actual debt against the 
state of $5,978,773 26 
‘Yo meet which the state has funds and 
resources to the amount of 11,343,170 61 
and funds as follows: 
4,217.700 60 
id James River Company's stock—446 
sheres 


' 243,000 ty 
Certificates of debt of the city of Rich- 


mond 13 000 00 
of representatives | Certifica'es of debt of the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg, aud Potomac Railroad 
Company. and the Richmond and Pe- 

tersburg Railroad Company 71,800 00 


1,172,100 00 
361,173 03 
98 202 U0 
419,628 96 


$6,595 843 99 


Making an aggregate of 
Which amount paid dividends to the 


| state for the yeur 1844, 


Funds unproductive but available 350,000 00 
Stocks in improvements not completed but 
bot preductive 1,039,758 18 


$4,741,326 62 
Such is the condition of the state, as shown by 


CER, on the motion to reconsider the vote rejecting! said report, which, afler setting apart a sufficient 
$239,070 18 | the bill on the construction of the southwestern| sum, out of the productive funds, to meet the actual 


80.415 04) 


32,523 09 | 


13,787 50 | 
9,177 U0 
24,206 U5 
11,566 35 
4.803 75 | 
3,395 00. 
3,700 UO 


road: 
Mr. Speaker: The motion just made by my friend 
from Loudon, to reconsider the vote rejecting the 


{ 
} 


debt due from the commonwealth, leaves a balance 
of $5,364.398 25, of which sum $617,071 63 is pay- 
ing a dividend, and $350,000 available though net 


/soutiwestern roads brings again the merits of the! productive; and the residue—or a large portion there- 


bill before the house; and in view of the deep inter-| of—we are told by the report,may become productive. 


vest feit by ali southwestern Virgina in the proposed’) Here, then, we find the state out of debt, or with 
‘measure, | ask the indulgence of the house, whilst} means of becoming so, when she chooses, without 


jatlempt to remove the prejudices which, in my | increased tayation; with a surplus in the treasury, at 


judgment, arising alone from the want of correct in-| the end of the next fiscal year of $191,516 15. Are 


146,133 33 | formation, defeated this bill on a former occasion.— | ve, therefore, in a condition to makeghe proposed 
203,851 53 The biil under consideration proposes the construc) i 





$777,628 80 
62,873 05 


} 
$840,501 85. 


648,985 70 











$191,516 15) 


! 





$76,000 00 iment; that whilst we have paid nothing, compara. 


83.000 00 
34,000 00) 
14.400 00/ 


22.500 00 


32,000 00 
25 000 00 
23,000 00 


17,026 00 
63,178 77 





- | tion, on state account, of a Macadamiz-d road from | 


Buchanan in Botetourt, to the Tennessee line, a diss | 


tance of about 180 miles, passing through seven of 


tne southwestern counties of the state; and seventy- 
five thousand dollars is appropriated by the bill to 
commence the work. ‘These are its general provi- 
sious. ‘lo its passage, various objections have been 
urged: first, we are told that the legislature has no 
power to construct the word on slate account; se- 
condly, that it would be unwise to do so, for various 
reasons; and last and not least, the west has been re- 
proached with a desire tosquander the public money, 
whilst the east is bearing tne burdens of the goveri- 


| 
} 





tively, the disbursements have been made in the! 


west, and for ihe benefit of the west. 


These objections, | propose to consider in their 
29,000 00 | order—promising to satisfy all candid men that there 
19,600 00 | is not im fact a shadow of foundation for the objec- 
To the first, | might content myseif 


tions urged. 
by affirming the fact, that appropriations have been 
made by the state for purposes of internal improve- 
ment, without di-pute, for more than sixty years, 
and | believe my friend from Halifax may well claim 


the credit of originating this question of power.-- 


But, sir, after ats undisputed exercise for more than 
half a century, under the vigilant scrutiny (and let 


'me add, with the recorded approval,) of the purest 





improvement? That the means were ample for the 
construction of the work, none could doubt. 

] would next call your attention to the character 
of the work. The road would pass through seven 
counties, among the most productive in the stale— 
possessing agricultura! capacities and advantages, 
combined with mineral and metallic wealth, to an 
extei:t unsurpassed by any portion of the state. Bu: 
are our opponents determined to destroy Virginia’— 
For that such must be the inevitable result of their 
policy, may be easily shown. The central improve 
meri would of course be carried to Buchanan; this 
improvement would be essential, in order tu render 
the canal available and productive, as well as lovk- 
ing torts ullinate connection with the great valiey 
improvement. The state hasa large interest in that 
road—but, her immense investment in the greut 
central improvement of the state, would render the 
construction of the proposed road on state account 
true economy, independent of the strong claims © 
the southwest. Gentlemen urged the objection tha! 
the central improvement was unproductive. Di 
any one ever expect that it would be profitable be 
fore the produce and minerals of the west and south- 
west were reached? I have received a letter from 
a most intelligent gentleman of Botetourt, informing 
me that the increase of tonnage, derived from aah 
alone, could not be less than 20,000 tons. | wil 


now submit a statement of the wealth of the cou" 
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ties through which this road would pass: In the twen- 
ty-three counties immediately interested in this work, 
there was a population of 127,994. The value of 
the real estate was estimate at $20,665.141 43, and 
the value of the produce and live stock, in the year 
1940, as by statement, $4,893,678, making an aggre- 
ate, exclusive of slaves, of $25,608,190. Such was 
the country for which this improvement was asked. 
With such resources, agricultural and mineral, the 
increased tonnage would not be less than fifty thou- 
sand tons, yielding two hundred thousand dollars.— 
| make these statements in regard to the probable 
increased tonnage, upon the authority of others up- 
on whose judgment I rely. ‘The resources of this 
quuntry had never been developed, from the want of 
facilities for the transportation of its produce to 
market. The advantages of this road would be in- 
calculable, both to the people of the southwest and 
to the central improvement. ‘The landsin the west- 
ern division of the state had increased in value se- 
yenteen millions of dollars since the assessment of 
1820. But, although you may estimate the appreci- 
ation of lands, count the flocks and herds and slaves, 
and calculate the aggregate wealth which one act of 
justice will add to this self-made country, you can- 


not compute the gratitude, the devotion, which one | Second district 


kind smile from our much loved parent will diffuse 
through the heart of her neglected child, until you 
know the difference between a happy, prosperous, 
and contented people, and a depopulated region, re- 
lapsing again into a wilderness. You have to com- 
pare with the positive good which might be achieved 
bya just expenditure, and the negative abstraction 
of property and people which must result from the 
continued disregard of our just claims. There is a 
point of view in which the interests of eastern Vir- 
gina are particularily concerned; for in addition to 
saltand lead, which abound in the west, there exists 
a profusion of an article indispensable to the regene- 
ration of her exhavsted lands. Gypsum is as com- 
mon in the counties of Smyth and Washington, as 
flint or granite in less favored portions of the state. 
Sir, if Virginia annually pays her thousands for this 
article, imported from foreign countries, what are 
the prospective advantages, when it can be delivered 
ata lower rate from our own quarries? And the to- 
bacco and flour money of our constituents, now paid 
toFrance and Nova Scotia, is distributed among 
your own people, and retained in your own state?— 
ltmay be said, that we have before heard of all 
these flattering anticipations; but if gentlemen will 
investigate the subject, they will be satisfied that 
the __— here promised are alike obvious and prac- 
tical. 

I will next presenta statement of the disburse- 
nents from 1783 to 1843. 


House document No. 25—Session of 1843-4. 
Disbursements on account of internal improvements 


> east of the Blue Ride: : 
> Second auditor’s statement, A, Nos. 1, 2 


and 3 "$2,914,539 11 
First auditor’s statement, B, Nos. 4, 5, 
aa @ 172,192 77 


cee 


3,036,731 88 
2,599,987 86 


s To this sum, shown by table, page 2, doc. 


No. 25 

Add to this the sum guaranteed by the 
treasurer, and which the stafe will have 
to pay under the act of 231 March, 
1339, being the bonus of the James Ri- 
ver and Kanawha Company 





$7,036,719 74 
_ Disbursements west of the Blue Ridge: 
See second auditur’s statement, A, Nos. 1, 


2 and 3 $1,622,665 51 
See first auditor’s statement, B, Nos. 4, 5, 
and 6 122,087 90 


; To this sum, shown by table, page 2, doe. 


No. 25 225,566 75 





$1,970,320 16 





$5,116,399 38 


Let us see how stands the account as between the 
different portions of the west, taking twenty coun- 
ties in the southwest, immediately interested in the 

| Proposed road—indeed, all the counties from Bote- 
tourt to Cabell—and what are the facts? By refer- 
ence to document No. 25, of session 1843-4, it will 
be seen, that, in all those counties, being more than 
one-third of all the counties west of the Blue Ridge, 
the amount expended by the state has been $108,- 

2. The balance of western expenditures, being 

$1,860,320, have been north and east of the abuve 


ine, embracing the valley east of Botetourt and the 
; horth west. 


Balance east over west 


' Now, from the foregoing statement, it will be seen, 
at the proportion received by the east, compared 
With that of the west, was in the ratio of $3 70 in 





nr es Se Sa — paras —s- - 





the east, to $1 in the west, including the $1,400,000; | ated by the state for public improvements in those 
excluding that sum, and the ratio was that of 2 89} seven counties, except the inconsiderable sum ap- 
to l. propriated to that part of James river touching Bo- 
With a view of ascertaining the relative amount |tetourt. Sir, ask the gentlemen to consider these 
paid in the four grand divisions of the state, a report things, and if we are never to receive any aid from 
was madeto this house in the session of 1843-’4, | the state—if we are to be forever shut out from the 
(doe. 24,) embracing the years 1830, 1840, and 1843, | markets—if we are to be driven to look elsewhere 
which J beg leave here to refer to, and which is as| than our own state for improvements to enable us 
follows: | to develope the hidden treasures of the southwest, the 
Revenue assessed in the vears 1930, 1840, and 1943, in| responsibility shall be yours and noteours. T tell you, 
the four grand divisions of the state. i sir, that the union of the eastern and western V irgi- 

gil, 5 Wak 1830. _ ..| ula, is all that can preserve those delicate and import- 
First district, west of the Alleghany $36,917 04/ ont interests of the east, to which any more distinct 
Second district, between Alleghany and 9.873 21 | allusion is unnecessary. Why will eastern gentle- 
Blue Ridge Tt “"{ men, then, madly plunge into a policy so suicidal—a 

- | policy whieh must render the west aliens tu the east 

ee hnntle ae a no distant day force us, by the aid of foreign 

corporations, to carry the rich products of the west 
148,997 9] | beyond the limits of the commonwealth? J warn 
igentlemen not to press their hostility to the west 

149,321 68 farther. Already have we submitted to the injustice 
--— of our eastern brethren, until submission has almost 
297,322 59 | ceased to be a virtue. The spirit of insubordination 

——-—— | is already making its appearance, and that most fa- 

1840. - . ital of all calamities to our state, a separat on, ous 
76 865 04 been spoken of. For myself, I sHiould deplore such an 

17,465 97 event, and the fear, that this feeling may ripen into 

153.937 01 |a prejudice, causes me to obtrude my opinions upon 

ro you. I stand here with opportunities to speak on this 

156.143 60. subject, that have not been vouchsafed to all. {am 
173.259 61, by birth and by education an eastern Virginian, 
__*- ___ | whose blood has not flowed unworthily in the veins 
329 403 21 Of the men of the revolution; all my sentiments, all 
/my sympathies are with Virginia. She has not a 
110.179 18: name among her honored dead that I do not vene- 
113,192 37, rate—a spot from her most solitary mountains to her 
/wave-beaten shore, that ldo not love. It may be, 
228,371 55 that when I left eastern Virginia, 1 lost some of that 
——— jealousy that is working so much iniury to the state. 
245.131 45 But among those men of the mountains, | found those 
281,586 82 who fought by the side of our fathers, to gain the 
——-—~ — | priceless heritage of a nation’s freedom—lI saw those 
$526,723 27 who beheld that lion whose roar at Yorktown was 








re 








Third district, between Blue Ridge and 
head of tide water 

Fourth district, between head of tide wa- 
ter and the ocean 





First district 








Third district 
Fourth district 


1843. 
First district 
Second district 


ee 








Third district 
Fourth district 








The average revenue paid into the treasury, ac- | hushed into amazed submission to the potent Spirit 
cording to the foregoing tables, for the last fifteen ‘of a people resolved to be free. | found there men 
years, taking the years reported as an average, was. who, in 1812, when the first cannon boomed its note 
in the ratio of $2 50 from the east to $1 in the west.! of defiance across the Atlantic, hastened to protect 
Thus, it is shown, that whilst the east received $3 70 alike the property of the east and the honor of the 
to one dollar in the west, $289 to one dollar, she nation; many of whose comrades, the victims of an 
| paid into the treasury only $250 to one dollar paid jnsalubrious climate, slumbered in your soil without 
|by the west—proving what I have before asserted, a mark to designale their graves, leaving to the sym- 
that the east had received more in proportion to its’ pathies of their friends, and the justice of their 


1,400,000 00° 


contributions to the treasury than the west; and these 
facts should have been known to those who have 
stigmatised the west as a beggar at the door of your 
treasury. I do not wish to excite jealousy between 
the different sections of the state by these statements, 


buse the public mind of the prejudices attampted to 
be excited. The predecessors of many of the gen- 
tlemen now oppo-ed to this improvement, and some 


ed to find, not only most of the east, but a portion of 
the western delegation opposed to this bill. It was 
a source of deep mortification to see the gentleman 
from Russell voting against this measure, and this 
contributing to impede his own native southwest in 
her onward march to glory and to greatness. (Here 


ber from R.) Sir, the gentleman from Russell need 


arrayed against the bill. I have no doubt the gen- 
tleman is acting in accordance with what he con- 


it from me to arraign any gentleman for his course 
provement, where has western Virginia been found? 


turnpike, to the central improvement, and to the) 
lines of railroad which traverse the state from north) 
to south; and I take pleasure in saying here, that she | 
has never reproached, but always sustained her re-— 
presentatives in their course. | am ready to vote for' 
any improvement in the east, which affords a fair'! 
prospect of adequate results. 1 concur with the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from the city of Richmond, in 
the views expressed by him, a fews days since, on 
the subject of internalimprovements. ‘That gentle- 
man had spoken as a Virginian, who was mindful of 
the best interests of the state. 


Sir, the claims of the southwest, in my humble 
judgment, are of a character not Lo be overlovked. 
The twenty-two counties interested in this improve- 
ment, paid into the public treasury, in the year 1843, 
$52,182 98. of which the seven counties throughs 
which the proposed road will pass, paid the sum of 





but merely to proclaim the truth, and thereby disa- | 


of the gentlemen themselves, voted for very many of, 
the appropriations before referred to. 1 am surpris- | 


Mr. P. gave way for an explanation from the mem- | 
not desire to explain, for 1 assure him that I have. 
said nothing to which exception can be taken; but I) 
designed only to express my regret at finding him) 
ceives to be the wishes of his constituents. Far be, 


on this floor. Upon other questions of internal im-| 


She had gone forthe appropriations to the valley | 











$25,241 81—more, sir, than has ever been appropri. 


country, the bereaved families that survived them. 
I know the west; and for the personal probity and 
worth of their men, for the virtue of their women 

for their high appreciation of all that adorns or dic. 
nifies human nature; they are worthy of Dearing the 
name or being intrusted with the honor of Virginia. 
Such is the testimony of one thatknows them. Let 
not, therefore, groundless jealousy disturb that har 
mony that unites the interests and affections of the 
state. Believe me, the west is your surest ally, your 
most valuable friend; and if from fear of a growing 
influence you divorce yourself from the west, which 
is one day to reflect renewed lustre on the glory of 
Virginia, posterity will reproach the act as one of 
the most unfortunate ever perpetrated. To illus. 
trate her character, | might refer you to my honored 
friend from Washington, who has gallantly advocat- 
ed the connection of the east and west for nine suc- 
cessive years. He has asked a recognition of her 
claim; he has consented almost to beg, as a mendi« 
caut, at your treasury, a miserable stipend, when he 
should have commanded a magnificent inheritance. 
Has he ever appealed to any considerations but to 
your sense of justice, or your perceptions of interest? 
Has he approached you with menace, when, year af- 
ter year, he has afforded you an annual opportunity 
of correcting your own injustice? Sir, he has sought 
nothing by indirection, nor attempted to extort any 
thing by threats; and did you know him and his sd 
ple, you would never fear that your aid to him would 
be received with ingratitude, or repaid with wrong. 


|It is alike politic and just that you should cherish 


the west. The decrepitude of Virginia will be’ but 
temporary. If you will it, the time must come when 


the west, in the spirit of a beautiful incident iy 


Christian history, will offer her bousteous bosom to 
sustain the sinking energies of her vencrable parent. 

We most heartily rejoice in being able to say, that 
the foregoing appeal was not without effect. “A re- 
consideration was had, the biil for the proposed im- 
provement was cairied through both houses and has 
become a law. This reconciliation led to further 
adjustinents between the conflicting projects, inspir- 
ed the advocates uf improvements with fresh hopes 
and a few days afterwards a bill was passed incorpo- 
rating the Ricamonp anp One Rarrroap COMPANY 
with very Comprehensive powers, and a capital of, 
we believe, twelve millions of dollars. , 
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A Puor spoat express. TO Liverpoon.—Morse’s 
Magnetic ‘l'elegraph not. being as yet eytended, either 
along the bottom or over the top, or round the margin 
of the Atlantic Ocean, and Steamers, Propellers, Packet 
Ships moving entirely too slow for the age, our daily 

j ournals have had quite a seven days wonder in trying to 
find out what and all about the pilet boat clipper J. W. 
Romer, which was chartered by somebody, ha-tily man 
ned by choicest seamen and prepared fur sea, advertis- 
ing to earry letters, papers &c. 10 Liverpool if on board 
by twelve o'clock on Monday, the 9h inst. Worder- 
inent was Vastiy increased by the fact, that at that very 
hour one of the fustest sailing packet ships was fu quit 
the same port for the same destination, and bets *o a 
considerable amount have heen made that she will beat 
the clipper out. Curiosity clapped on her most prying 
spect: cles, and reports of all kinas kept community 
quite alive. ‘The British Minister had undoubtedly a 


finger in the flurry, some journals maintained, because | 


Mr. Barctay, the British Consul at New York, was 
interested in the charter party of the boat. That the 


government has a hand in the matter, other journals | 
maintain, is proved by the fact of a messenger from 


Washington, with a carpet bag, (the color of which is 
unaccountably omitted in the statements, but he had on 
a tarpaulin cap instead of the “white hat”) having gone 
on board in a boat from the government wharf, after the 
clipper was under way, and fer whom she was inanilest- 
ly waiting in the stream. 

‘These are but mere instances of the many proofs brought 
forward to identify the projectors of the enterprize. The 
boat sailed punctual to the hour, and was soon out ol sight, 
beating the Packet Ship some miles. Curiosity Is not 
quieted however, as to the object of the voyage. New 
rumours are starte 


amount of money, is the object of pursuit—Politicians 


have it, that she goes to*#rry the new tariff bill, mow | 


just arranged, for the consideration of the British Gov- 


ernment, and to bring a reply whether it will be accepted | 
“all of Oregon” now that the house of re- | 


as a price for that the ho 
presentatives has passed the resolution for giving Great 
Britain the twelve monihis notice, and the President has 
rejected the third offer to arbitrate the difficulty. 


RevaTions wiTtH Great Britain. 


English government is conciliatory. We will not be- 
lieve in the probability of a rupture between the two 
nations. Yet, let us not be too confident. We see no- 
thing in these documents to change the course of policy 
of the United States. They would rather contribute to 
confirm all the recommendations of the presicent’s mes- 
sage. 

of measures which is now under the consideration of 
congress. Let us give the notice—and march up to that 
object with promptutude and decision. Let us encour- 


devery paper that issnes—Now we, 
have it denied that any governinent concerns were in the 
case, but that an individual who is missing with a Jurge | 


The Union con. | 
cludes an editorial on the lJate correspondence thus:—, 
**For our own part, we cannot seriously apprehend war, 
The tone of ihe last English prints is pacific; that of the: 


We should boldly and actively pursue the course | 


“Our (American) vessels of war are hovering about 


the natives. ‘heir gucs have bristled at Monterey dur- 
ing the last month, atid in case of a declaration of war, 
there would be half a dozen of them here in no time; 
and then California is ours. “This year is a most unfur- 
tunate one for business, it having rained only on one 
half the cuast, the windward part.” [Salem Gaz. 





Tue Arcentine Repvsuc. The combined ‘Freneh 
and Engtish torees which proceeded up the Parana, 
have bought a victory at the Vuelta de Obiizado, ou the 
20: November last, at a tolerably severe price. The 
| batteries were finally carried, but not till afier they had 
i heen most gallanily defended, as is sufficiently proved 
| by the bulletins which the victors publish. The battle 
lasted from 7 in the morning. until 10 at night. In one 
_ battery was found 250 dead bodies—in anot»er 160, all 
of them biacks, the whites having heen carried away— 
I'wenty two pieces of artillery were taken. ‘The French 
adini: the loss of 18 killed and 70 wounded. 








{ 
| 
| 


, riddled by 100 balls from the battery. The British had 
10 killed and 25 wounded. The Schooner Republican 
was blown up by a grenade thrown from the Dulphin. 
A line of ten fire buats were prevented from op: ‘ating 
| in defence by a strong current which prevailed during 
the attack. A strony chain across the river, there 800 
yards wide, connected a line of 24 boats. At 12 M, 
Captain Hope, uf the Firebrand, succeeded in cutting 
the chains, and the Firebrand. Gorgon, and Fulton pas- 
sed up to positions which enabled them to flank the bat- 
teries, and so far silence them as thus a landing was ef. 
‘ fected by Capt. Hatham, wish 325 men; the advance led 
| by Capt. Sullivan met witha sharp fire of musketry. 
The French carried the three first batteries. 

Well done Argeniines. 

“ARMY OF OCCUPATION.” 


Nothing new that can be 


army has orders to take a position on the Rio del Norte, 


site,’ as to prevente a movement. 


Bank Items. The New York city banks statements of 
Ist February, contrasts with the statements of Novem- 
ber, as follows: 


Feb. Nov. 
Circulation $5,837,585 5 988, 822 
Deposits 24 637 661 24,239 801 
Loans 42,835,415 42 929 499 
Specie 7,298,835 7,88 1.709 


‘l’hg decrease of specie has been less than $600,000, 
notwithstanding the heavy drafts for the U. S. army and 
supplics at the South. 
million, nO‘withstaning the caution observed by the 
banks. 
sites have increased nearly $400,000. 
| Brrap srurrs. By the reports of the British consuls 


‘to their government, it appears that 16,000,000 bushels 
lof wheat can be calculated upon from the ports of the 


| Baltic and Mediterranean, ‘Two millous of quarters, | 


the evast, altogether too thickly for the quiet feelings of soine ¢pot near the Rocky Mountains, there 


; Lieutenant ! 
Michaud, of the San Mar:zin, was killed. That vesse! was | 


relied upon from Corpus Christi this week. A paragraph | 
in the New York Journal o' Commerce states, that the | 


but the richness of the soil renders the mud so ‘exqui-| 


Loans have increased nearly a. 


Circulation has cecreased $150,000—the depo- , 
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mill irons—veeds, grain. &e.—who are to 








roceed tg 
mY % : alt, make 
)a-crop, and remain until a final resting place be selece, 
| fora lnea ion. The cireular proceeds: “In the event of 
_the president’s recommendation to build black houses 
aud stockade forts on the route to Oregon, becoming a 
_law, we have encouragements of having that work to dy: 
and under our peculiar circumstances, we ean do it wiih 
| Jess expense to the government than any other people 
| We also further declare for the satisfaction of some who 
| have concluded that our grievances have alienated ys 
from our country; that our patriotism has not been over. 
come by fire—by sword—by daylight nor by midnigh, 
| assassinations, which we have endured; neither have 
they alienated us from the institutions of our country,— 
| Should hostilities arise between the government of the 
United States and any other power. in relation to the 
| right of possessing the territory of Oregon, we are on 
hand to sustain the claim of the United States govern. 
/ment to thateountry. Itis geographically ours; and oj 
i tight, no foreigi: powers should hold dominion there: and 
if our services are reqnired to prevent it, those services 
will be cheerfully rendered according to our ability. We 
‘feel. the injuries that we have sustained, and are not in. 
‘sensible of the wrongs we have suffered; still we are 
| Americans, and should our country be invaded we hope 
toda,” &e. 

The cireular denies that the brethern have made coun. 
terfeit money,—or been guilty of stealing. &e. and says; 
“Such editors as are willing that we should live and jo 
dies and have a being on earth while heaven is pleased 
| to lengthen out our days, are respectfully requested to 
| publish this article. And men who wish to buy proper. 
ity very cheap, to benefit themselves, and are ilies to 
| benefit us; are invited to call and look; and our prayer 
Shall ever be that justice and judgment—merey and truth 

may be exalted, not only in our own land, but through. 
| out the world, and the will of God be done on earth as jt 
is done in Heaven. 


' 
|} Smep surtpine. Eighty vessels, with an aggregate 
tonnage of 11,192 24 10ns. have been built in Baltimore 
| during the past year. This is more than double the 
‘number buili in any previous vear since 1340. This is 
the way in which the “black tariff” breaks down the 
shipping interest. 


Sreamers. The Hibernia left Boston for Liverpoo! on 
| the Ist rust. 

| The Great Western is to leave Liverpool for N. York 
kK the llih April—and the Great Britain, on the 9th of 
| 4 uy. 

| The steam propeller packet Massachusetts, was to 
| have lef! Liverpo 1 on the 15th of January for N. York! 


Vircinta.—ZJnlernal improvements. In the house of 
delegates, the question came up on the passage of a bill 
which would have had the effeet to allow the right of 
| way to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company to 
'some point on the Ohio other than Wheeling. to which 
'the act of last session restricts that right. After an an- 
‘imated debate, this bill was defeated by a decided ma- 
| jority. 

I'he effect of this negative was immediately visited 


» -f, > ’ , ' (eig shels 1 \ >r,) ices tial ¢é ar | ’ . . . 
age emigration, and provide for the extension of our (eight bushels to the quarter,) at prices that are tar upon the next bill for internal improvement which came 


laws to the region beyond the Rocky Mountains. As 
Great Britain is arming, we must arm likewise; and 
though we do not seriously apprehend war, yet it be- 
hooves a wise and energetic people to be prepared for 
it. Such is our view of the documents which are now 
laid before conaress—such the policy we would most 
respectiully recommend. In a word, let us carry out ihe 
the measures of the message, act with promptness and 
decision, and be prepared ter either furtune” 


Mexico. We have hud such a supply of all sorts 
of reports from the svuth this week, as but for the.all 
engrossing Oregon dispute with England, would have 
been considered of prime lmporiances Oregon throws 


Mexican affairs completely into the shade, for the time | 


being. We hear ofa counter revolution alieady, against 
the new government of Parepes, headed by Genera! 
Arista. We hear of Yucatan having again declared 
itself independent of Mexico, and of similar demonsira- 
tions being in motion in California, Santa Fe, and other 
provinces. We hearof Mr. Surpsi1, the American min- 
ister, having in vain applied to the Mexican govern- 
ment for an escort to Vera Crnz—and sundry of other 
things we hear, with comparative indifference. How 
much truth there may be in those various rumors, is un- 
certain. The Washington Union silences many tales 
that have been circulated during the week past by an- 
nouncing that a bearer of despatches from Mr. Stipetr 
had arrived, who left that gentleman at the city of Mex. 
eT he Union says: “We do not understand that Mr. 
Slidell has yet demanded his passporis, or that he has 
received any thing like a definitive answer from the go 
vernment. A letter has been received from Jatapa on 
the 12th January, which states that Mr Slidell was ex- 
pected to arrive in that town via Puebla on that or the 
following day. ‘There is too much reason to »pprehend 
that the mission may not be productive of the success 
which there was some reason to anticipate. ‘The acces 
sion of Almonte and Tornel io the existing administra. 
tion, is no Very flatiering sign of a favorable resul’. 


Cauirornta, October 8, 1845. ‘The news of the day 
here in California is, that we must soon havea bout 
with Mexico; but you may think differently, from the 
better itiformation you-must have of the political rela- 
tions now pending between that and other powers.— 
Should there be a war we are bound here til it is over. 
I trust it may not be 80 


| below what flour is selling at in our cities, and at char 
| ges for freight not half so high asis demanded in our 
| ports. 
| Canaan Trave. The Indiana Telegraph, of the Sth 
| inst says—"The canal is now in fine condition, and the 
/ boats dvuing a goud business. Enough freight is stored 
it the several towns on the canal to employ all the boats 
| fur atleast two months. The receipts tur tulis will be 
quite heavy during the spring.” 
| Corron Facrortes. At the new city of Andover Bridge 
(Mass) the Atlanue Cotton mills company, capital 
| $2,060,000, are about to commence immedrately the 
| erection of four or five large mills. 


| Coronization. The NY. Journal of Commerce 
jsays that the $15,00) subscription for th purc iase of 
‘territory in Liberia is completed, and would liave been 
i much svoner, had not the terms of it required that ihe 


| whole amount should be given by fifleen individuals.— | 


' An additional subscription of $5000 for the same ob- 
) jeet, has been made in sinaller sums. With this $20, 

| 000 it is proposed to purcha-e the whole remaining ter- 
ritory from Cape Mount to Cape Palmas, and thus foy- 
| ever banish from 300 iniles of coast the accursed slaye 
| trade. 
! 


| Deatas, during the last week. 


'which 13 were under one year of age; 7 were free co- | 


‘lore; 4 slaves; 13 died of consumption; 5 of old age; and 
7 of sinall pox. 


Disasters ox Lake Erie. A summary of the disas- 
ters on the lake, for 1845, shows 6) lives lost, 36 vessels 
ashore, 20 others total wrecks, and 4 sunk, and an ag- 
gregate of $190,009. 

AN EARTHQUAKE, Was feli und heard at Staten Island, 
N. Y., on the evening of the 4th iist. 
sembled that of an immense omnibus driviag over fro- 
zen ground. 

Mormons “A circtilur of the High Church Council 
members of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints” dated 
at Nauvuo, 20th Jan., 1846, signed by Samuel Bent and 
his eleven associates, constituting now the “‘I'welve,” and 
sent “greeting to all whom it may concern’’—announces 
that they design to send out from thence into the 


of young men, pioneers, with some families furnished 
with ample outfits, printing press, farming utensils,— 





At Baltimore 76, of | 


The suund re- | 


western coun'ry, early in March, ensuing, a company | 


jup.—that which the James River and Kanawha inter- 
} est was anxious for the paasage of, but which was also 
| negatived, or rater indefinifely postponed, by a vote of £2 
| to 60. 

| Improvements.—The bill to ineorporate the Rici- 
(mond and Oto railroad company, has passed both 
| branches of the legislature and has become a law. ‘The 
| bill to incorporate the Potomac and Ohio railroad com: 
pany, intended asan extension of the Baltimore and Ohio 
| railroad to the Ohio through Virginia, was indefinitely 
postponed, by a vote of 77 to 48. 

Constitutional evnvention. The convention ques'ion 
was finally disposed of in the Virginia house of dele- 
gates on the 10h inst. The proposition that the con: 
vention should be organized on the white basis of re 
presentation, was nevatived, yeas 54, nays 77. The bill 
| was then indefinitely postponed, by a vote of 85 to 40. 


| ——, 














Post -cript — The tariff of 1842, to be given asa price 
for Oregon. Tlie New York Journal of Commerce 0! 
the 12 h, expresses “conviction,” ‘derived from persons 
| worthy of credence,” that it is “a fixed fact,” that aii 
| agreement has been entered into, se:tling the Oregon ques 
| tion on the 49° of latitude, by a treaty, “the ratifieatons 
of which areto be exchanged months «fier Greal 
| Br'tain shall have reduced her duties on bread stufis 
per quarter, and after this government shall be 
| come obligated by law, (to continue for filteen years) * 
jlevy no duties above 2) per cent. on British manulac 
| tures, excepton iron and coal,” and adds, “such—st 
| a treaty will be ratified by the senate by a vote of 33 © 
| 18,—Texas setiling the question.” 7 

The express pilot boat despa'ched from New York.'§ 
but one of the expedients which appears te have heen 
resorted to for getling some communications {rot 
» Washington to London, in te shortes: possible watt 
| Despatches were forwarded by the packet ship, Patric’ 
| Henry, which sailed frum that port at the same hour; a" 
ithe Boston papers state that a messenger, with, oe 
| patches, passed through that city, some days since ot 
Porlend: where he would charter one of the steamer 
‘which ply in summer between that city and the Keune 
‘beck. ‘T'his steamer would leave Portland on Monday 
i evening for Hahfax, whence the steamer Margarel, ihe 
r: lay buat of the Cunard line, would be despatched "! 
| mediately to Eugland, and would probably reach We 
‘some days before the pilot bost from New York. 
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